MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of Melksham Without
Parish Council held on Monday 37 March 2025 at 7.00pm
At Shaw CofE Primary School, Corsham Rd, Shaw, Melksham SN12 8EH

Present: John Glover (Chair), David Pafford (Vice Chair), Alan Baines, John Doel,
Martin Franks, Mark Harris, Shona Holt, Nathan Keates, Anne Sullivan, Peter
Richardson, Robert Shea-Simonds and Richard Wood.

Officers: Teresa Strange (Clerk) and Marianne Rossi (Finance & Amenities Officer)

In attendance: Wiltshire Councillors Nick Holder (Bowerhill) and Jonathon Seed
(Melksham Without West & Rural). Wiltshire Councillor Phil Alford (Melksham
Without North & Shurnhold) was due to provide his report; however, he had to leave
prior to the start of the meeting to attend a Melksham Town Council meeting as a
Town Councillor. A written version of Councillor Alford's report is included in the
Annual Parish booklet.

Kate Brooks from Age UK Wiltshire was also in attendance to give a short
presentation on the joint Melksham Community Support project. It was noted that
Sarah Thomson (Melksham Community Support project worker) was due to give the
presentation; however, she was unwell and left shortly before the meeting started.

41 Members of public

1. Welcome, Housekeeping and Apologies

Councillor Glover warmly welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the
fire evacuation procedures in the event of a fire.

2. Chair’s report on the work of the Council during the year.

Councillor Glover gave his report of the work of the parish council during
2024/25 (Appendix 1) and thanked all the volunteers who kept the notice
boards up to date and checked the community access defibrillators in the
parish. The detailed work undertaken by CAWS (Community Action Whitley
and Shaw) on the Lime Down Solar Park proposals in Whitley was
commended and congratulated.

3. Reports from the Wiltshire Councillors for the Parish

i.  Wiltshire Councillor Jonathon Seed (Melksham Without West &
Rural)- Appendix 2: Councillor Seed provided a verbal overview of his
report.

i.  Wiltshire Councillor Seed as Chair of Melksham Area Board-
Appendix 3: A brief report was provided on what the Melksham Area
Board does and the work that has been undertaken during the year.
Councillor Seed explained that the Melksham Area Board is the local arm
of Wiltshire Council so that local issues could be raised by the local
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community and fed directly into Wiltshire Council. Area Boards have
funding available to be distributed within the local community to help local
people. Over the last four years the Area Board has distributed over
£200,000 into the local community, which included significant investment
into the parish area. Councillor Seed introduced the Melksham Area Board
Strategic Engagement and Partnership Manager, Richard Rogers, who
briefly explained his role and provided his contact details for any
organisations who wished to get in contact with him to discuss any
projects.

iii.  Wiltshire Councillor Nick Holder (Bowerhill)- Appendix 4: Councillor
Holder provided highlights from his report. In particular, he highlighted that
there had been significant investment in the Bowerhill area from the Area
Board, including funding towards Bowerhill Village Hall to ensure that it
remains a fit for purpose community asset. Councillor Holder advised that
the site for the proposed new primary school at Pathfinder Place was
progressing slowly in terms of the security of the site. There is a final
stretch of fencing left to be installed, and it will then be fully secured. The
hope is once this is done that the public open space around the site will be
open and fully available for all members of the public by the end of April,
weather permitting. Councillor Holder explained that he was a cabinet
member for Highways, Streetscene and flooding and commended the
approach taken by the parish council with regard to flooding and the work
that the council has undertaken in the community around this issue. It is
considered by Wiltshire Council as an exemplar in terms of how the
council engages with the Flood Wardens.

iv.  Wiltshire Councillor Phil Alford (Melksham Without North &
Shurnhold)- As detailed above, Councillor Alford had sent his apologies
for this evening’s meeting. His report has been provided under Appendix
5 in the Annual Parish Booklet.

4. Written reports from Organisations and Groups in the parish
The following reports were noted:

Action Groups

BRAG (Bowerhill Residents Action Group)- Appendix 6

CAWS (Community Action: Whitley & Shaw)- Appendix 7

BASRAG (Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group)- Appendix 8

Village Halls
Bowerhill Village Hall- Appendix 9
Berryfield Village Hall- Appendix 10

Groups and Organisations

Melksham Food and River Festival- Appendix 11

Shaw and Whitley Garden Club- Appendix 12

Melksham Gardeners’ Society- Appendix 12

Age UK Wiltshire- Melksham Fitness & Friendship Club- Appendix 13
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Age UK Wiltshire- Melksham Community Support (MCS) service- Appendix 14
Alzheimer's Support- Appendix 15

Melksham WI- Appendix 16

Group Five- Appendix 16

Read Easy- Appendix 16

Wiltshire and Bath Air Ambulance Charity- Appendix 17

The South Western Ambulance Charity- Appendix 18

AFC Melksham Disabled Football- Appendix 19

Bowerhill Baby and Toddler Group- Appendix 20

Friends of Giffords Surgery- Appendix 21

Shaw & Whitley Community Emergency Group- Appendix 22
FearFree Charity- Appendix 23

Shaw and Whitley Community Hub- Appendix 24

that meeting space- Appendix 25

Shaw and Whitley Art Group- Appendix 25

Melksham Remembers- Appendix 26

Melksham & District Historical Association- Appendix 26
Melksham and Corsham Gateway Club- Appendix 26

Avon Bowls Club- Appendix 27

Melksham Carnival- Appendix 28

5. Presentation from Age UK Wiltshire on Melksham Community Support:

Kate Brooks from Age UK Wiltshire gave a short presentation on the Melksham
Community Support project. She explained that the service was created following
the Melksham Emergency Support Scheme, which was a joint initiative by the
parish and town councils during the COVID-19 pandemic. Kate shared statistics
from the scheme, including 445 volunteers who came forward to help, 1,919
phone calls received on the emergency support phone line, and 919 prescriptions
delivered. Volunteers also provided services such as shopping, dog walking, and
friendly phone. Kate highlighted that the scheme revealed the ongoing struggles
some members of the community were facing even before the pandemic, and this
led to both the parish and town councils looking at how these members could still
be supported. As a result, the Melksham Community Support service was
developed in partnership with Age UK Wiltshire, which follows on from the
emergency support service. She outlined the aims of the service and described
the role of the project worker, who has been in place since July 2023. Kate also
shared notable achievements from 2024, including support provided to over 100
individuals, addressing 694 issues, and completing 160 home visits. Information
about how to contact the service was also provided, with leaflets available at the
meeting for people to collect.

6. Update on the Neighbourhood Plan Review

Councillor Pafford, as Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, provided
an update on the neighbourhood plan review, which is now at the examination
stage after several public consultations. The Melksham Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group has been as thorough as possible with regard to consulting on
the plan. The examiner has visited all parts of the plan’s community area, and
following this has sent across some questions that the Melksham Neighbourhood
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Plan qualifying bodies will need to respond to. A response to the questions is due
to be approved over the next week or so. Once the examination has been
completed, the plan will go to referendum, currently planned for 1st May for
residents to vote on.

7. Comment and question time

No questions were received from the members of the public.
8. To present Grant Aid cheques to local organisations and groups.

The Chair and Vice Chair presented Grant Aid cheques to those groups and
organisations who had been awarded a grant, having provided a service which
benefitted the residents of the parish. The 2385 (Melksham) Squadron ATC were
presented with a repurposed defibrillator, which was what they were asking for
funding towards in their grant application. The parish council had replaced all out-
of-date pads and the rescue-ready kit prior to the handover at this evening’s
meeting.

The Chairman invited groups and organisations to say a few words whilst
receiving their grant cheques, with representatives from all the groups thanking
the parish council for their support and providing an explanation of the services
they provided and what they would be spending their grant funding on.

Meeting finished at 8.30pm
Signed ...
Full Council Meeting, 14t April 2025
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Appendix 1

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
March 2025

Councillor John Glover

In my fourth, and probably last, annual report for the Annual Parish Meeting, | would
like to take this opportunity to thank the permanent staff of the Council for the sterling
work that they undertake on our behalf for the residents of the Parish. Of note are
the Clerk, Teresa Strange, and the Finance & Amenities Officer, Marianne Rossi,
without whom our organisation would fall. Also, | must mention our Caretaker and
our Allotment Warden, who between them ensure that the allotments, play areas and
other public facilities are maintained to a proper standard.

Since the last Annual Parish Meeting, we have had to say goodbye to former
Councillor Terry Chivers and Councillor Andy Russell and welcomed Councillor
Anne Sullivan, who was co-opted to the Council. As Councillor Chivers resigned
recently, no election will be held due to it being close to the main elections and the
council decided not to seek co-option for effectively just 2 months of meetings.
Elections for both Wiltshire Council and Parishes will be held on 1 May 2025.

PRECEPT

The Precept set for 2025/26 is £285,135, an increase of 9% on last year’s precept.
An average Band D household will contribute £95.65; a rise of just £5.71 for the
year. The precept has again risen because of the effects of general inflation across
all aspects of the Council’s business. As a Parish Council we have resisted the take
on of services from Wiltshire Council where no benefit is seen for the residents.
However, we continue to take on Play facilities from Developers to ensure that there
is a uniform standard of facility across the Parish. We continue to maintain, and
improve, facilities such as village halls, play areas, and playing fields. Applying for
grants, (over £57,000 spread out over the next six years for the Queen Elizabeth
Jubilee Playing Fields at Bowerhill), wherever we can to alleviate costs whilst
improving services. The parish council continues to strive to maintain services
against the backdrop of the current cost of living crisis.

PLANNING

Reviewing and commenting on plans submitted to Wiltshire Council are an important
part of MWPC'’s responsibilities, one we take very seriously. However, whatever our
individual views on any application, your councillors can only respond to the subject
in front of them and not hypothetical alternatives, (however much your councillors
might agree), that have not been formally submitted. This year we received 63
planning applications, including 6 large developments. Many being potentially
controversial. But, whilst we agree with proposals that are in line with the WC Core
Strategy, (and emerging Local Plan), and the Joint Melksham Neighbourhood Plan
where Material Considerations are met, we object to others where appropriate
Material Considerations allow us to, but also seek as much in mitigation as we can,
given the assumption of approval imposed by the current Government’s changes to
the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) and the 80% increase in housing



requirements for Wiltshire as a whole. Consequently, the availability of a 5 Year
Land Supply, which would normally prevent speculative development, has been
undermined and effectively halved by the current Governments actions.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Your Council, working with Melksham Town Council, supported by Place
Consultants with some Government funding, submitted its revised plan (for the
period up to 2038), for examination by a Planning Examiner in November 2024 and
should be out to you as the public to vote on at a Referendum on 1 May 2025 with
the local elections.

The parish council also submitted detailed and robust responses to several Wiltshire
Council consultations including the draft Local Plan, the draft School Places
Strategy, the draft Design Guide, the Local Walking & Cycling Improvement Plan and
the Local Transport Plan; as well as some central government consultations on
changes to the Planning process.

EMERGENCY PLANNING

The Community Emergency Group in Shaw and Whitley continues their excellent
work monitoring the flood risks in their area. They have regular work parties and are
always on hand in times of heavy rain. They always work with enthusiasm and great
community spirit and are held as exemplars of what a local emergency group can
do. We continue to try and engage with Melksham Town Council on a joint
Emergency Plan for the area.

GRANT FUNDING

The parish council are always astounded at the amount of great work undertaken by
volunteers in the community, many of you are represented here tonight through a
variety of wide-ranging organisations, groups and venues. We are pleased to
support you in the work you do and tonight will be giving out grants totalling £35,677,
plus awarding one organisation with a repurposed defibrillator.

SHURNHOLD FIELDS

This is a joint project with Melksham Town Council. One of the remaining major
tasks still to complete is the construction of a small car park and improvements to the
entrance. Unfortunately, there have been some holdups with this project while
discussions were taking place between the Environment Agency and the Land
Drainage team at Wiltshire Council in respect of flood prevention. Wiltshire Council
has been successful in obtaining grant funding from the Environment Agency for a
flood alleviation scheme in the area, which includes bunds being created to help
protect the properties in Dunch Lane, which will need to be completed before the car
park and entrance improvement project can commence. All the work should start this
year.



ASSET MANAGEMENT

The parish council maintain assets ranging from play areas and sports fields to bus
shelters, noticeboards, and bins as well as new Real Time Information boards on a
few bus stops. These all need regular maintenance and a programme of
replacement on a rolling basis. These things are often unseen; the grass cutting,
cleaning, weed spraying and bin emptying, but would be very noticeable if not done.
A big thank you to the volunteers who check the defibrillators and keep the
noticeboards up to date every week, whatever the weather.

The parish continues its successful partnership with the Town to fund the Market
Place toilets and continues with the deployment of its own Speed Indicator Devices
(SID) to deter speeding on our roads.

SUPPORT FOR OLDER PEOPLE

The parish council have funded an Age UK project worker specifically for the
Melksham Without area for the last year, with some great results in helping members
of the community to live a good life in later years. It has also taken on the MWPC
legacy of Melksham Community Support which was originally started in covid. We
are pleased to continue to support this in the coming year providing direct support,
and access to information and practical help, primarily for those over 60.

WHAT NEXT?

As elections are due in a few months’ time it would not be right to second guess
what your new council will do. | am delighted that the first installations of Real Time
Information Systems were provided in Mitchell Drive and Kestrel Court in Bowerhill,
with 9 others planned across the parish in line with suggestions from residents’
groups in our villages.

A PERSONAL NOTE

Finally, once again, | would like to thank my fellow councillors for their support over
the last 12 months and for the work they have undertaken as Chairman, Vice
Chairman or member of numerous committees. This is a voluntary task which
involves some of us in a weekly evening commitment, never mind the ad-hoc
meetings on-site, at Wiltshire Council or further afield in the interests of MWPC
residents.

Thank you all once again.



Appendix 2

REPORT FROM JONATHON SEED, WILTSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR
MELKSHAM WITHOUT WEST AND RURAL, COVERING BERRYFIELD

This has been another busy year for me as your Wiltshire Councillor for Melksham
Without West and Rural. This Council Division covers Berryfield, Broughton Gifford,
Great Hinton, Keevil, Semington and Steeple Ashton. With over 500 households,
Berryfield is the largest part of this division. As well as looking after the interests of
residents in Wiltshire Council, | also attend all of the Parish Council meetings that |
can manage in all six villages. In addition to sitting on several Wiltshire Council
committees, | have once again chaired the Melksham Area Board, which, as well as
the chairing of meetings, involves a great deal of background liaison and
organisation. | make a particular point of trying to attract as much area board funding
as possible into local villages, and Berryfield Village Hall has received significant
local grant funding from the board in the past year.

Locally I enjoy working with your extremely well-run Melksham Without Parish
Council. We work together both publicly and behind the scenes on many issues. This
year we have finally secured a proper enforcement regime for the Semington Bus
Gate with the installation of an Automatic Number Plate Recognition Camera. We
have also had several large planning applications to deal with, and | have
represented local views both in County Hall and at more local meetings. New
Government policy is making it almost impossible to successfully object to the
principle of new developments, but that does not mean that we cannot object where
the plans are so flawed that they would do serious harm to the local environment.
Where successful planning approval is inevitable, | have worked closely with the
Parish Council on several applications to secure the very best deal possible for the
local community in terms of community infrastructure and local access. | hope that
the local community will benefit from this joint working for many years to come.



Appendix 3

Melksham Without Parish Council - Area Board Report 2024-25

Melksham area board is the local arm of Wiltshire Council and works to support the
local communities of Broughton Gifford, Melksham, Melksham Without, Steeple
Ashton, Keevil, Great Hinton and Semington to deliver improvements and increase
resilience. We bring together a network of key public services, community
organisations and Wiltshire Council services.

Over the past 4 years, £200k has been invested locally, supporting 100 different
organisations, groups and projects. In turn this has levered in £570k of additional
money. The “Local Highways and Footpaths Improvement Group” is a subgroup of
the area board and invests £25k of additional funding each year to help tackle local
improvements to our highways.

A key focus has been to improve opportunities for all children and young people
through continuing to support outreach work both in the town and the villages.
Working with our partners, such as 4Youth and Melksham Town Council, we have
this year helped establish a youth voice in the town and run a successful skate park
event.

We are determined to help tackle deprivation and ensure our communities can have
access to the resources needed to meet their basic needs. This has included
securing an additional £20k of money for the foodbank, working with The Riverside
to provide cookery classes and funding a drop-in service for the vulnerable to receive
support and help.

The health and wellbeing group is a subgroup of the area board consisting of many
of the varied organisations that work in our area. We meet quarterly, and this year
our focus has been on men’s mental health, with several groups being established
offering support that previously was unavailable.

We encourage innovation, and in 2024, in response to the ASB complaints regarding
the underpass in Melksham, the first legal art wall for Wiltshire and the first in any
small town in England began being trialled. The feedback received has been very
positive.

The area board will be formed again after the elections on May 1st and will continue
to help strengthen our communities. If you think we can help, we welcome a
discussion with you.



Appendix 4

Councillor Nick Holder Bowerhill Division

As this is my last report before the Wiltshire Council election in May of this year, |
wanted to start by saying it has been a great pleasure to serve as your Wiltshire
Councillor over the last six years, and | have been honoured to represent you. | am
very proud of what we have been able to achieve together for our amazing
community.

During my time as your Wiltshire Councillor, | have met with many of you, and
whether that has been at Parish Council meetings, at the many and varied
community activities or when calling round to see if | can help with an issue, it is
obvious the Bowerhill community is vibrant, dynamic and full of people who want to
keep this a great place to live, work and bring up a family.

| want to highlight some of the things | have delivered since | was first elected:

v' Sponsored grants for Bowerhill organisations totalling over £20,000.

v' Ensured Bowerhill has had its fair share of investment in improving our roads.

v" Worked collaboratively with Bowerhill Residents Association Action Group to
help them with the work on the picnic area and the newly established
wildflower area.

v" Helped the residents of Pathfinder Place establish their Residents Association
and assist them challenge their management company.

v" Worked with the residents of Magister Road to make their green space safer
for the children to play on.

v" Launched my campaign to introduce a 20 MPH speed limit outside Melksham
Oak at peak times.

v' Supported the events put on by the brilliant Bowerhill Primary School PTA,
and the Bowerhill Baby and Toddlers Group.

v' Challenged the Chief Constable to improve the police presence in Bowerhill
and to increase patrols to combat speeding.

Over the last year, | have continued to work very closely with the Parish Council on
the major planning applications submitted, all of which sought permission to
drastically increase the size of the Bowerhill settlement. Given the increased housing
targets set by central government, it has become increasingly difficult to stop these
applications, but I will continue to work with the Parish Council to make sure there
are very specific conditions to any detailed application and ensure we get the best
outcome for our residents.

Staying on the planning theme, we finally seem to be edging towards the completion
of the TW obligations at Pathfinder Place, with some help from the LPA enforcement
team, and | am hopeful, rather than confident, that these will be completed by the
summer and the roads will be adopted. The planning application for the new Primary
School at Bowerhill has been fully approved, and the site is now secure and
protected. We await confirmation from central government to confirm the building
can go ahead.



In addition to my local activities over the last 12 months, | held Cabinet
responsibilities for Highways, Streetscene and Flooding and | am pleased to have
seen significant investment in the road network across Bowerhill and the continued
improvements to the public open spaces and Wildflower Areas in our area.

| know you will continue to be well served by your Parish Councillors supported by
the excellent officer team led by the Clerk.

Finally, if any resident needs to contact me, please do so, on 07931 905520 or by
email nick.holder@wiltshire.gov.uk

Councillor Nick Holder

Bowerhill Division
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Appendix 5

Wiltshire Councillor Phil Alford

On the 9% of January Wiltshire Council gave its backing for plans to work alongside
Somerset, Dorset and BCP (Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole) towards a
devolution settlement. A few weeks later the Government announced it didn’t want
the counties to go ahead with the plan. Frustratingly, Government ministers and civil
servants had spent about two months telling Wiltshire it was going to be part of a
combined authority and have a mayor. In the end though, Central Government
realised that despite all the talk, it didn’t have the money to hand over so pulled the
plug at the last minute in favour of counties outside the South West.

As it is, | do not believe a mayor is necessary, | think it represents another tax-raising
layer of bureaucracy adding to the existing burden on residents. | think that the
government should just transfer powers to councils and let them get on with it rather
than creating an extra tier of government.

In other news from Wiltshire Council, it has just been awarded a ‘Good’ rating for its
adult care service by the Care Quality Commission. This comes hot on the heels of a
‘Good’ rating for Special Educational Needs and an ‘Outstanding’ for children’s
services, both from OFSTED. Whilst some councils are yet to be fully assessed across
these three services areas, Wiltshire is currently a top performing council in the UK.
The council was also judged 7t out of a total of 149, in the country for productivity in
the MJ awards

In February it is planned that Wiltshire Council will increase its share of council tax by
4.5%. This will be made up of 2% for the adult social care levy and 2.5% for the rest of
the council’s business. However, unlike many councils it is also running a balanced
budget so there is no risk of bankruptcy and no need to ask the government for a
bailout or council tax increases above 5% like in Somerset or Swindon. 2.5%
represents about £9M extra but due to sound management the council is still
investing over £10 million more in highways work as well as looking to build a new
£25M leisure centre in Trowbridge amongst other projects.

Away from Wiltshire Council, it is great news to read the recent decision by Island
Green Power to deselect Whitley from its Limedown plans for the battery storage
site. Clearly, this is terrible for residents in Hullavington but a welcome relief to us.
The efforts of the CAWS working group have been relentless and | would like to take
this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Peter, Dan and the whole team for all the
hard work opposing this on behalf of the village.



Appendix 6

Bowerhill Residents Action Group (BRAG)
2024/25 Report

The BRAG picnic area working party volunteers continue to meet at the picnic area on
Tuesday mornings, during the spring through to autumn (weather permitting), and
continue to do an amazing job maintaining and improving both the picnic site and the
footpath/bridleway leading to the canal. Maintenance has been performed on the
benches, which were vandalised once again, and four of the tables now have new
barbecue stands installed. The display lecterns at the picnic area are now showing
signs of rot, and there is a plan to restore and replace them with more robust and
more maintainable replacements. A new bench was installed in memory of a local
resident, providing more seating for quiet reflection.

The Great British (Bowerhill) Spring Clean litter-picking initiative was again
successfully held with fine support from the Scouts/Beavers, Cubs and the team at
The Pilot, and we have another session planned in March 2025. The group has
continued to loan out litter-picking equipment to the local Beavers, Cubs, Scouts,
companies and walking groups for use in the village and along the canal.

The re-wilding project at the western end of Brabazon Way, which is intended to
create a wildlife friendly area with wild flowers and grasses, is now progressing really
well. With the support of local wilding expert Howard Yardy and many supportive
residents, the area is starting to show small signs of self wilding activity. Clovers,
Oxide Daisy and other wild plants are starting to take a hold. The team have also
planted further Hawthorn and Hazel bushes, spring bulbs, wild plants, wild seeds and
seedlings.

We run our “Eyes On The Ground” initiative where we mail local residents to seek
reports of issues for the Parish Steward to attend when he/she visits the village. This
could be to report issues of damage by weather, vandalism and natural overgrowth of
trees and shrubbery, as well as reporting issues with bins and littering. If residents
would like to join that initiative please make contact.

The group are still actively participating in the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group as
well as providing feedback on planning applications, such as those to the east and
south of Melksham.

We have supported a number of local companies this year with their “In the
Community” volunteering schemes. This has involved helping to tidy the picnic area,
litter picking along the bridleway and planting a huge number of spring bulbs in
Brabazon Way. All volunteers seemed to really enjoy the activity.

Of course, the big issue currently on residents’ minds at the moment is the proposed
warehouse south of the A365. The group are closely supporting residents who are
strongly against this development which is completely out of context with its
environment.

Plans for the future
e Working with our local councillors and MWPC to ensure local residents are kept
fully appraised of any future housing developments and the impact that any



future Melksham bypass may have on them, the surrounding green areas and
wildlife. Where appropriate gain support and campaign for change.

e Continue to work with our local councillors and MWPC to ensure that the new
housing developments deliver all that is promised.

e Arrange regular litter picks and continue to involve residents - in particular the
younger generation.

e Look to obtain funding to support the addition of further benches and picnic
tables around the estate.

e Continue with the work at the Picnic area and the promotion of its use - in
particular to local schools and nurseries.

e Continue to develop any green areas or any unused areas within the village
with planting of trees, bulbs, and plants.

e Listen to residents’ concerns and act appropriately to address issues that arise.

¢ Find new members, elect a new committee, and appoint new Executive Officers
in an effort to inject new life into the group and carry its business forward into
the future.

As most voluntary organisation we are always short on people resources. If there are
any volunteers that would like to help with initiatives across the village then please get
in touch.

Thank you to all the current Committee Members and Executive Officers for their
tireless work in making Bowerhill a better place to live and work.

Mark Blackham,
Chair
Bowerhill Residents Action Group



Appendix 7

About CAWS

Community Action: Whitley and Shaw (CAWS) is a community group that has been
set up to represent local residents and businesses, seeking to achieve changes and
improvements to the quality of life and wellbeing of local people. It promotes
community cohesion, coordinates community action, increases awareness and
consults on future developments, and provides a vital link between residents and
businesses and the local authorities. CAWS campaigns and projects are wide
ranging from trying to improve road safety for drivers and pedestrians, to providing
input to the Neighbourhood and Local Plans. CAWS is run entirely by volunteers
with a commitment to recycle any funds raised through local events etc. back into the
community and we have a number of active campaigns and projects, some of which
are mentioned below, to that end.

Development Consultations

The last year has been dominated by the CAWS Working Group campaign to
persuade the Lime Down Solar developer that Whitley is the wrong location for a
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). That campaign was ultimately successful
with the developer formally deselecting the Whitley site in January 2025. Si