MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday, 22nd March 2010 at Melksham Town Hall at 8.30p.m.

Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chairman); Cllr. Richard Wood (Vice-Chair), Cllrs Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Paul Clark; Gregory Coombes; John Glover; Mike Sankey; Elizabethe Bean; Pat Nicol 

Apologies: Cllrs. Steve Petty, Don Millard, Terry Chivers
423/09
Declarations of Interest:  Teresa Strange declared an interest in PA MW10 00685 Lister as a personal friend of the applicant, and her husband is contracted by the applicant to work on the property.

424/09
Minutes, Planning Committee 8th March: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

425/09
Arising from Min. 402/09 (v) Conditions re new Melksham Oak School:  Concerns have been raised by residents of Snowberry Lane about the poor state of Melksham FP42 leading to FP23, which is impassable in places. The Clerk reported on an email to a resident from Paul Millard, Rights of Way Warden, stating that housing developers are looking to divert FP18 and install a new footbridge over Clackers Brook.  The diversion would move the footpath closer to its definitive line as at present people use the farmer’s bridge about 50m east of the correct location.  Cllr Brindle commented that the deviation using the farmer’s bridge had been used for decades. The Chairman commented that the Council need to keep an eye on any diversion to FP18 as its important access route for the new school. Cllr Glover raised his original concern re FP18 that the stile access was blocked off from the A365 through Woolmore Farm. 

Resolved: The recommendations from the Minutes of the Planning Committee 8th March be approved by the Council.
426/09 
Minutes, Planning Committee 11th March: Resolved: The accuracy of the Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendment: Minute 409/09 Page 3(1) Parties: insert “Richard Bean” to the list of current Hall Committee members.
427/09
Shaw & Whitley Pre-School – outside play area at Shaw Hall  

Cllr.Bean referred to the Planning Committee of 8th February 2010 Min. 347/09 and questioned whether the Planning Committee still had reservations about the proposals.  Were the objections being taken on board?  There was uncertainty as to whether the Hall Committee had formally approved the proposals. Cllr. Glover emphasised the Hall Committee as Charity Trustees needed to be happy with the proposals. Cllr. Baines emphasised that while the Parish Council Planning Committee had supported the principle of having an outdoor garden at the Hall if it could be done, the Council could not make any final recommendation until the final details of  proposals were known. This would be when a formal planning application had been submitted. It was noted that at the planning application stage, all parties would be able to submit comments to Wiltshire Council.  It was agreed to defer consideration of the recommendations from the 11th March Meeting until the April Council Meeting and to request copies of the past Minutes from Shaw Village Hall Secretary.
Resolved: The Council write to the Hall Committee to request copies of Minutes relating to the pre-school proposals and the matter be discussed again at the April Council Meeting.
428/09
Arising from the Min 408/09 Outside Garden at Shaw Hall:  The selection of preferred fencing to be deferred to the next full Council Meeting.

429/09
Arising from the Min 409/09 Lease pages 6-7 Insurance:  Cllr Coombes raised concern that the buildings sum insured value stated on the insurance schedule was too low. A cost would be incurred if a valuation made.  The Council to seek advice from their Insurers to see if formulaic way of assessing current value, bearing in mind improvements made in recent years. The Clerk reported that the Hall Committee needed a response on the Insurance element before their renewal date of 1st April.  The Clerk commented that it would be useful for all members of the Hall Committee named on the new lease to receive a copy of the lease for future use. This item to be deferred until the next Full Council Meeting, when the names of the new Hall Committee should be known.

430/09
Planning Applications:  The following planning applications were considered by the Council:  

MW10 00685 Lister,123 First Lane, Whitley. Erection of detached garage.

Comments:- The application is for a detached garage, but is described as a store. The Parish Council objects to this application as the structure is in advance of the any existing structure in First Lane.  

MW10 00660 Bodman, Little Bowerhill Farm, 457 Bowerhill Lane, Bowerhill. Erection of cowshed

Comments:-  The Council have no objection to this application subject to it remaining as an agricultural building and not turned into an industrial unit. The Council have received complaints from Bowerhill residents that construction working activity starts at 6a.m.  Please could you ensure that there is a stipulation that there is no building construction working outside normal working hours.   

W/10/00742  Land North of 48 Skylark Road, Melksham, Wilts. Construction of electricity sub station

Comments:-  The Council is concerned that there is a hedge shown around the 5 ft fence, but not detailed on the plan.  They would like screening hedgerow shrubs more in keeping with the area, and an externally planted full hedge

W/10/00810 Removal of two sections of hedge to accommodate Wessex Water works and reinstate with native species.  North of Sandridge Common. 

Comments:- The Council have no objection to this application, but please ensure the hedge is planted to the nearest available planting season and please ensure that it is subsequently maintained.  They would also like to see replacement of any failed plants.  
431/09 
Planning Correspondence: 

i) MW09/03782  Erection of hobby workshop/classic car storage 7 Tangmere Close, Bowerhill: The Council noted that this application had been refused by reason of poor design and use of inappropriate materials.

ii) Beanacre Play Lease: The Council noted a reply from Paul Vingoe, Partner, Goughs Solicitors confirming that they do hold the original lease for the Beanacre Play Area.  They are happy to keep the original documents at no charge, and are also forgoing earlier costs.  Resolved: Goughs to retain the original lease for Beanacre Play Area.
432/09
Finance

i) Accounts for payment: The Chairman declared an interest in the Chairman’s Allowance. Resolved: The following accounts be checked and approved for payment: 

*3567
Post Office: Postage stamps

 

 £   100.00



* Paid since last meeting



3568
Oakleaf Graphics: 4no. Rights of Way Lecterns
 £ 2,265.40

  


50% of total invoice  £1,928.00 + VAT



3569
MSK TestPro: 2nd Qtr rent for Crown Chambers
 £1,608.75




Apr, May, June 2010



3570
Melksham Community Area Partnership: Funding
 £   750.00



3571
John Collins & Partners: Legal work for Village 
 £   470.00




Green appl. for Bowerhill Sports Field £400 + VAT



3572
Wiltshire Council: Non-domestic rates for Crown 
  £  541.58




Chambers 2010/11 – 1st of 2 instalments



3573
Mr Mike Mills: Chair’s Allowance – outstanding 
  £  317.25




balance for 2008/09



3574
Melksham Town Council: 1/3 contribution to signs
  £  289.43




for Wiltshire School of Gymnastics



3575
Wiltshire Publications Ltd: Adverts in Melksham 
  £  139.59




Independent News £118.80 + VAT



3576
British Telecom: Internet for Crown Chambers
  £   111.15




Feb, March, April 2010   £95.94 + VAT



3577
NALC: One year subscription to Direct Information
  £   105.75




Service  £90.00 + VAT



3578
Leekes Ltd: Materials for “glazing” to windows in
  £     88.39




Crown Chambers £75.22 + VAT



3579
Bowerhill Villager: Advertising in 10 issues per year  £    65.00




April 2010 – March 2011



3580
WALC: CiLCA Training Day for Teresa Strange
   £    52.88




£45.00 + VAT



3581
RM Software: 1 Hour PC Support £35.00 + VAT
   £    41.13



3582
Avery Weigh-Tronix: New postal rate chart for scales £     8.96

Salaries: 

3583 Mrs Mary Jarvis: March salary + Expenses 

  

(refreshments for training £15.28 + VAT)



3584
Mrs Margaret Mylchreest: March salary

  

3585
Mr Terry Cole: 64 hrs w/e 13/2/10 – 6/3/10 + 
  

Travel lump sum (£25) + Mileage (50.05)



3586
Mrs Teresa Strange: March salary + Expenses
  




(Cleaning materials £3.63 + VAT)



3587
Mrs Gill Butler: 20 hours 18/2/10 – 18/3/10

  




+ outstanding holiday pay



3588
Mrs Elaine Cranton: February office cleaning
  




(9 hours) + outstanding holiday pay






3589
Mr Barry Mylchreest: 1 hr allotment visit + 

  




Mileage (£2.10) + 2008/09 backdated pay (24p)


Total Salaries:
  £2,933.62

3590 
Inland Revenue: Tax & NI, Employer/ee

  £   605.73  

3591
Wiltshire Council – Wiltshire Pension Fund

  £   562.79


Superannuation Employer/ee – Jarvis/Strange

ii) Photocopying charge increase: To increase charges for photocopying from 8p to 10p per copy (for up to 20 copies) and from 5p to 8p per copy (for 20+ copies).  Resolved: The Council approved the photocopying increase, for implementation 1st April 2010.

433/09
Minutes of the Council Meeting, 22nd February 2010: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record, with the following amendment: 

Min. 366/09 Line 13 delete “Wootton” and insert “Compton”.

434/09
Arising from Min. 383/09 Residents’ Sports Field Survey – Update: The Chairman reported that the Survey had been distributed as part of the latest edition of the Bowerhill Villager, and that Cllr Petty had arranged for delivery to Berryfield residents.  Many sports groups and other users had  requested copies such as the Bowls Clubs, Football Teams, Wilts School of Gymnastics, Rugby Team, Knorr Bremse.  Bowerhill School have suggested that the Council raise with the School Council to debate the future use of the sports field. The Survey is also available on the Council website.  Collections will be made the last week of April for those in Bowerhill and Berryfield.  Other groups can ask for a one off collection point, or hand to a Councillor, hand into Town Hall in box provided or email to the Parish Office.  Teresa Strange will liase with individual Councillors re: collection areas.  The Chairman reported that the Survey is on the Agenda for the next Area Board Meeting on Weds 24th March.  The Clerk commented that if questions were asked about the Survey, that it was Mark Honeybun, Wiltshire Council who insisted on it taking place and Cllr Baines agreed stating that Mark Honeybun had refused to take any further action until this consultation had taken place. Cllr Glover felt that at the Area Board it would not be considered an issue for Seend and Poulshot.

435/09
Arising from Min. 304/09 Melksham Oak School Community Recycling Facilities: The Council noted a reply from Neil Ward, Strategic Property Services, Wiltshire Council confirming that there are no plans or provision for community recycling facilities at the new school. Cllr Brindle  reported that the school entrance and exit seem to have changed and Cllr Glover commented that it would be a useful exercise to compare what is actually built against the original plan.

436/09
Arising from Min. 287/09  Post Office, Bowerhill: The Council noted a response from the Post Office that it remains their intention to restore a Post Office at Bowerhill.  The Chairman reported that he had been in contact with Selwood Housing who are in negotiation with interested parties to lease the shop, since the Post Office is dependant on that lease holder.

437/09
Arising from Min. 388/09 New Footway, Top Lane, Whitley: The Council noted that Member of Parliament Dr Andrew Murrison had written a letter to Wiltshire Council backing the Council’s request for the 2010/2011 budget to include this footpath.

438/09
Minutes of the 2nd Rights of Way Steering Group 1st March: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

439/09
Minutes of the Rights of Way Steering Group Working Party 8th March: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

440/09
Minutes of the 3rd Rights of Way Steering Group 18th March: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

441/09
The Council noted the Actions from the Steering Group Meetings 1st March, 8th March and 18th March.
442/09
New Noticeboard at the Pilot, Bowerhill: The Chairman reported that the Noticeboard has disintegrated and is now beyond repair with both door and Perspex broken and proposed that a new Noticeboard is purchased.  Resolved: The Council purchase a new Noticeboard up to the value of £400 + VAT.

443/09
General Correspondence for action:

i) Allotment Site Meeting 1st March – letter from Mr Guley: The Council noted a letter from Mr Guley, and felt that his concerns were about tying up land in a lease that could potentially be available for building in the future.  Cllr Glover suggested a 5 year rolling lease as any planning for housing would take that period of time. Recommended: The Council to write and offer Mr Guley a running 5 year renewable lease which would give both parties an option to get out.

ii) Road Safety, Bowerhill – letter from Checkmate Flexible Engineering: Cllr Brindle commented that the current parking arrangements actually worked as a traffic calming measure and that no change be made.  Cllr Glover agreed but felt that adequate parking should be considered for any future developments. The Chairman commented that the majority of problems are caused by employees of Superior Graphics parking on the industrial and residential estate roads since Superior sold their car park to Dance Direct to build on.  The Council did warn against the problem at the time. Resolved:  The Council forward the letter to the Highways and Police for their comments, and reply to Checkmate to let them know of that action. 

iii) Forest and Sandridge School – New Council representative:  This item was deferred to the next Full Council Meeting as no time permitting to discuss.
444/09
General Correspondence for information: The Council noted the following Correspondence:

i) Road Traffic Order re 20m.p.h. on new development east of Bowerhill

Cllr Baines commented that the signs were not shielded and it appears that the order is in effect.  The Chairman explained that prior to this Order there was no legal implications but this Order makes it legal.  Cllr Glover commented that on previous requests to include other Bowerhill roads at 20m.p.h the Council had been told it had been not feasible as a long legal process but the Order makes it look a simple procedure and that the Council should request the rest of Bowerhill is covered.  Resolved: The Council to request that the rest of Bowerhill minor roads be included in this order, especially outside of Bowerhill School (but not the rest of Halifax Road).  To include as part of comments required by 12th April.

ii) Wiltshire Council Flood Fair 14th April

iii) Shaw Play Area Safety Report March 2010

iv) Area 32 Transport Committee Minutes, 23rd February

v) Casual Vacancies – response from Barbara Follett MP

vi) Town and Parish Newsletter March 2010

vii) Letter from Wiltshire Council re Land Owner Survey:- potential Sand and Gravel Bearing Land in Wiltshire and Swindon.

viii) Parish Steward Programme – Spring 2010 

ix) WALC March Newsletter

Meeting closed at 10.00pm








Chairman, 19th April 2010
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