MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 23rd February 2009 at Crown Chambers, Melksham at 7.00 p.m.

Present: Cllr. Mike Mills(Chairman); Cllrs. Alan Baines; Rolf  Brindle; Terry Chivers; Gregory Coombes; John Glover; Pat Nicol and Richard Wood.

Apologies: Cllrs. Elizabethe Bean; Don Millard; Stephen Petty and Mike Sankey.

 355/08
Casual Vacancy: The Chairman read out a letter of resignation from Cllr. Chris Holmes who was leaving the Council due to health problems. In his letter Chris thanked the Council and staff for their help and support. Councillors paid tribute to Cllr Holmes’ work over many years.  It was agreed to obtain a card of best wishes for the future for councillors to sign. Cllr. Chivers felt it would be good to get a person from Beanacre to fill this vacancy, if the Council had the opportunity to co-opt. This was agreed

Resolved: The Council inform West Wiltshire District Council of this vacancy and send Cllr Holmes a card of thanks and good wishes from the Council.

356/08
Declarations of Interest: It was noted that the Council as a whole had an interest in the renewal application -PA MW09 00424 for proposed re-siting of a new Pavilion at Bowerhill Sports Field, as the applicant, and would therefore not be submitting comments.


The Council suspended Standing Orders for a period of public participation

357/08
Public Participation: 

a) New Wiltshire Council: Cllr. Roy While referred to the new Council coming into effect from 1st April. He reported that the Planning Committee would continue as at present at least until the new Council elections. The Planning Committee would be considering the Asda application again on Thursday 26th February. New officers were now being appointed. He had attended a pilot Area Board Meeting at Trowbridge the previous week 
      Cllr. Glover asked if the interim Planning Committee was legal, as otherwise 
there could be problems if an application went to appeal.


Cllr. While confirmed the Committee was legal.


Cllr. Coombes asked if the application from Asda would be speeded up.

It was noted that as this application was outside current policy the final 
decision would be made by the Secretary of State.


Cllr. Glover emphasised that clothes and food were already sold at the present site.


Cllr. Chivers  stated that Asda was used to meeting problems. A minority of town councillors were against the application. He felt that if  the County Council had been a bit more “on the ball” highway improvements could have been secured as part of the planning application,


Cllr. While reported that if future there would be four Area Planning Committees, plus one Central Committee which would have the right to intervene in the areas. In future, planning should be quicker and any matters relating to economic development would be speeded through.


The Chairman reported that at the recent Traders’ Meeting, traders had emphasised that the planning process was too long. 


Cllr. Coombes emphasised that delays in contracts meant that costs to develop went up. 


Councillors felt  the Asda delay was related to fear about economic effects on Trowbridge.
b) Wiltshire Council Budget: There was to be a 3.5% increase in the Council tax.

c) Use of Semington Road by Taxis: Cllr While had taken up this matter with officer Spencer Drinkwater at County Hall and suggested he meet with representatives from both councils and the taxi companies.

d) MW09 00150 Sarsen Housing adjacent to Hornchurch Road. He hoped to attend the forthcoming Residents’ Meeting on 11th March. Unfortunately Tim Darsley could not attend but a statement from the Planning Officer would be read out.

      The Chairman was pleased to report that this Planning Application had now been amended to show the correct location. The prior description as “west of Bowerhiill Lane” had caused confusion, especially as John Iles was presently levelling a site there for possible allotments. 

e)
MW08 03220 New dwelling, 11 Dowding Way: Cllr While reported there had been problems due to a town councillor seeking to take this to a Planning Committee. However the application had been rejected by the planning officer. Under new rules for the new Wiltshire Council, Council members outside a ward area would no longer be able to interfere in a planning application.


The Council re-convened.
358/08
Minutes, Planning Committee Meeting 2nd February:Resolved:  The Minutes of this Meeting be  formally approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record with the following amendment:

Page 2, Clause 3 – Water Resources: Delete “Bradford-on” in Line 9, to read “Avon Catchment area."
359/08
Pensions Policy: Resolved: The revised Pensions Policy be formally approved and signed by the Chairman.
360/08
Council Pensions Representative: Resolved: Cllr. Wood proposed, seconded by Cllr. Baines that Cllr. Coombes be the Pensions representative to attend any pension meetings at County Hall. This was agreed. 

361/08
Planning Applications: The Council considered the following planning applications:
MW09/00424 Melksham Without Parish Council, Melksham, Wilts, SN12 6ES.  Proposed re-siting of Pavilion building and car park off Westinghouse Way, to make way for proposed new link road.

Comments: No comments as the Council is the applicant

MW09/00450 BBA Architects re Solar Panels to new Flats at Sandridge Road.  

Comments:  ( Melksham Town Application)  Melksham Without Parish Council welcomes the use of  solar panels.


There were no objections to the following planning applications:-

      M09 00244 Ward, 5 Halfway Farmhouse, Beanacre. Proposed stables, hay barn, access road and change of use of land to mixed equestrian and agricultural.

Comments:- ( Melksham Town application)..


MW08  09018 Shaw School. New hall, 4 classroom extension and associated ancillary works, plus temporary relocation of existing 2 joined mobile classrooms WCC443(87) WCC674 (96) & temporary siting of double mobile classroom. Revised plans 

      MW09  00086 Jenkins, Whaddon Grove House, Berryfield Lane,Melksham. Workshop extension and new roof to existing showrooms.

      MW09  00372 Almond, 158 West Hill, Whitley. Extensions and alterations

MW09/00388  Mo Boys, 71e School Lane, Shaw, Wilts, SN12 8EJ.   Proposed detached garage with covered link to front door.

362/08
Planning Policy: Resolved: The Planning Policy be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman, subject to the following amendment:


Page 5, Top Line: Delete “proposed”, to read: “ The Council sees the completion of Bowerhill through the development…”

363/08
Planning Correspondence:

a) MW07 03920 New Disabled access and wall, Shaw Hall: Letter received from the Hall Committee Secretary Richard Bean to express concern that WWDC was unwilling to accept minor changes to the planning application as minor amendments. The application had been approved in February 2008. The Hall Committee had applied to remove one of the two disabled accesses  as only one access was required by law, and had also applied for an amended wall design as it was stronger. However while the removal of the access was accepted as an amendment, the Planning Officer had informed a complete new application would be needed to change the wall. The Clerk reported that she had  written to the Planning Officer, on the Council’s behalf, to emphasise that the Hall Committee did not have sufficient funds or the time to apply for planning permission again and to find out whether the wall could be amended in a different way without the necessity for a new planning application. 
Cllr. Chivers felt WWDC’s requirement for a new application was excessive, especially in view of planning staff shortages. He proposed that the Chairman  and Clerk be given delegated powers to deal with this matter urgently, as necessary. This was agreed.

Resolved: The Council authorise the Chairman and Clerk to deal with this matter as an urgent item.
b) MW08 03220 New dwelling, 11 Dowding Court: The Council noted that this application had now been refused. Cllr Baines reported that the applicant had also been asked to re-instate the wall removed to make way for a new fence. Cllr. Glover reported that it appeared a resident in Kingfisher Drive who had been refused permission to build a wall, was now putting a hedgerow in on another line. Cllr. Chivers emphasised that some residents were always trying to increase their land in this way. It was important to object as soon as possible, as in time it was difficult to correct wrong boundaries.

c) MW07 03457 Breach of Condition 9: The Council noted a further letter from WWDC to inform that the developer had now submitted the required details. Cllr. Brindle confirmed that the breach was a planting plan which had now been submitted.
d) Tree Preservation Order – Magnolia OS 105e Top Lane, Whitley: The Council noted that this TPO had been confirmed. Cllr. Chivers wondered why it had been requested. Cllr. Brindle proposed the Council take stock of the trees on WCC Golf Course, in case this land should go for development in the future. 

Resolved: Representatives from the Council meet on site and select which trees should be preserved for the future.

e) Offer of Trees to plant: The Council noted that an offer of 16 spare trees had been received from the Town Tree Warden. Cllr. Brindle offered to find out the types of trees and  agreed to heel them into his garden temporarily while suitable locations for planting were found. This offer was gratefully received.
f) Planting Sponsorship for Bowerhill roundabout: Letter  received from David Carson to offer planting  sponsorship on the Bowerhill roundabout subject to him being able to erect four advertisements re his new Tyre and Exhaust Centre. It was noted the Parish Council had planted a Centenary Tree on this roundabout (Common Ash Jan 1989)  The Clerk reported that a new tree/shrub-planting scheme was already in place for this roundabout which WCC had agreed to maintain in the future.  and she had asked Mr Carson if perhaps he would be interested in sponsoring another site. He was open to other sponsorship providing the roundabout was close to Bowerhill.  Councillors asked in sponsorship would include future maintenance, as at the Countrywide Farmers roundabout where maintenance was sponsored by Cooper Avon. Cllr. Glover felt sponsorship funding would be needed for a period of at least four years. 
            Resolved: 1. The Council find out from Ian Cardy whether any more sponsorship was required for  the Bowerhill roundabout. 2. The Council  welcome Mr Carson’s offer and find out whether he was willing to consider sponsorship of the Semington Bypass roundabout near Shails Lane.
g) Parking, Sunderland Close: Reply received from resident Mr Webb to emphasise as the lay-by was the only access to the road for six bungalows WWDC should  protect it from inappropriate parking. The Chairman emphasised that as the lay-by was not linked in any way to the bungalows, anyone had the right to park there. Cllr. Chivers advised the Council to reply to Mr Webb making clear that the Council could not take action. This was agreed. It was further agreed to forward his letter to both WCC and WWDC for comment.
      Resolved: The Council reply to Mr Webb as detailed above and forward a copy of his letter to both WCC and WWDC for comment.

h) Sarsen Housing Development, Hornchurch Road: The Council noted a letter of objection from resident Mr Stokes which was signed by residents from 14 other households in Hornchurch Road and Dakota Close. The Chairman reported he had invited Sarsen Housing and WWDC Officer Chris Trowell to the Residents’ Meeting on 11th March. There was discussion as to whether Bowerhill had a Village Policy Limit. It was noted that  Bowerhill was listed under Policy H17 in the  Local Development Framework 2004  as having a Policy Limit  and the Development paper from Persimmon referred to the Village Policy Limit in Clauses 5.19 and 5.20.  Cllr. Baines emphasised that when the East of Bowerhill development commenced, the housing limit was 275 units which was then increased to a maximum of 332. The extra 27 houses would be in excess of the maximum number agreed.  Cllr. Glover emphasised that the  Section 106 Agreement had been prepared on the original number. If this number was now to be exceeded, there needed to be an additional Section 106 Agreement to allow for a cash benefit for community facilities; such as the youth facility for the  new Pavilion. Cllr Wood cautioned against blaming Sarsen Housing for failures with the Section 106 Agreements.

      Resolved: The Council thank Mr Stokes and all the residents for the letter and encourage them to write  individual letters to WWDC Planning Officer as these were  more effective than one shared letter or a  petition.
364 /08 
Finance

a) Receipts: The following amounts had been received:
        500291   Beanacre Matters (towards Picnic Bench)
                         £   342.83

        500291   Photocopying





             £       5.00

    b) Accounts: The following accounts were checked and approved 
         *3300 Marmax: Picnic Bench for Beanacre park £415.00 +  VAT
  £  477.25

         *3301  WWDC: To renew outline planning application B’hill Pavilion
    £   85.00

                * Paid since last Meeting
           3302  Queensbury Shelters: Bus shelter A365 Shaw £3,066 +  VAT 
  £3,525.90

           3303  MSK TestPro: Electricity Cr Chambers 
                                                                          Jan-Dec 08 £1,121.90 + VAT   £1,178.00

           3304  Post Office Ltd: Stamps




              £   100.00

           3305  Condor: Photocopier monthly charge £37.66 + VAT
              £     43.31

           3306  Leekes: Materials for Crown Chambers refurb  £26.95 + VAT
      £ 30.99
           3307  Buildbase: Materials for Crown Chambers refurb £15.49 + VAT   £   17.82

           3308  Countrywide Farmers: Maintenance materials £1.47 + VAT             £  1.69

           3309 Mrs Mary Jarvis: Feb salary + overtime

                         

3310 Mrs Margaret Mylchreest: Feb salary

                         
           3311Mrs Teresa Strange: Feb salary + overtime + £54.95 expenses
      
                         (fax ink cartridge, cleaning materials, H&S accident book, fire 



           extinguisher and fire blanket for Caretaker’s car) + VAT       

3312   Terry Cole: Jan/Feb hours + £25 travel allowance + £64.05 
  
mileage + £2.60 expenses (lightbulbs for Crown Chambers) + VAT   

         3313
Mrs Elaine Cranton: Jan office cleaning + 3hrs sick pay           
         3314   Mrs Gill Butler: Casual hours 15/1/09 – 12/2/09
                                                                                   + 4hrs holiday pay            

         3315  Mr Jacob Tyghe: Casual hours (10hrs)  to paint   

                                    Crown Chambers (toilet refurbishment)                          
3316   Inland Revenue: Tax & NI (Employer/ee) Jarvis, Cranton,
                                                                      Mylchreest  Cole                  £   654.15

        3317   WCC: Superannuation (Employer/ee) Jarvis, Strange
             £   560.83

        3318    BT Payment Services: Internet Feb-Apr09  £95.94 + VAT            £   110.33

c) Complete Weed Control: The Council considered a quotation from Complete Weed Control for the annual weed spraying
Resolved: The Council accept the quotation in the sum of £765.

d) Melksham 1st Rooms – formal notice: The Council noted a letter from Melksham 

 1st giving notice to quit the offices with effect from 31st March. The Chairman  reported he and the Clerk would shortly be meeting with MSK Test Pro Ltd to negotiate return of the offices and a rent reduction. 
e) Melksham 1st Funders Meeting: The Clerk circulated a written report of the Melksham 1st Funders’ Meeting held 17th January and asked for Council views on 

a) when and how the new Community Agent should be appointed and b) whether this should be on a self-employed basis. Cllr. Glover emphasised there was little point in delaying the Community Agent appointment. Melksham 1st had been involved in so may groups and all impetus would be lost if there were delays. An  administrator needed to be in place to keep things going.  All the directors of Melksham 1st had now resigned. The Chairman emphasised that the Parish Council should be fully involved in contributing to the job description and helping to re-build the partnership. 
Cllr. Nicol expressed dismay and disbelief at the way in which Melksham 1st had suddenly disappeared. Where was the planning in what had happened?  People would be asking “why should we?” if they were again asked to be involved with a new community partnership. Cllr. Baines agreed.

The Council suspended Standing Orders  to enable Cllr Roy While to speak

365/08
Public Participation (2) 


Community Area Partnership and Board: Cllr. Roy While  emphasised his concern  to pull back Melksham 1st, if the structure was right, as it was  essential. He agreed the early appointment of a Community Officer was absolutely vital to maintain continuity.  It would be 20-25 hour post. Money had been set aside for a decent salary as the person appointed would be expected to take a lead in community strategy. It was for the whole Melksham Community area, not just the town;  all recent new development had taken place in the parish. It would be right  the county had  involvement in the appointment of the Community Area Manager as this was to serve the Board.  Both posts were important because there were a lot of major issues which involved both the community and the county; industrial development, Woolmore Farm and leisure issues, the possible re-location of the swimming pool and the Sports Field. The Community Partnership was as important as the Board because it would run alongside the Board and influence it.  He would shortly be getting more information re the job specification for the Area Manager and likely salary


The Council re-convened.

366/08
Community Area Partnership and Board: Councillors emphasised that the role of the Community Agent was more of an administrative post, with a lesser salary than the Community Area Manager. The Community Agent was not expected to be pro-active in carrying out work as projects would be done by the groups.


Resolved: 1. The Council inform the new Wiltshire Council that it was felt important to appoint the new Community Agent as soon as possible, to  maintain continuity with 


existing theme groups. 2. The Parish Council wished to be fully involved in formulating job descriptions and appointing a new Community Agent and in helping to rebuild the partnership. 
367/08
Minutes of Council Meeting, 19th January: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
368/08
Arising from Min. 315/08 New Allotments, Bowerhill: The Clerk reported that she had recently spoken with John Iles. He was now clearing and levelling the site and once this work was done he would be in touch with the Council again. Cllr. Brindle 


reported that there was a National Scheme for purchasing allotments. It was noted that additional costs would be fencing and a water supply. Cllr Glover asked about the obligation on parish councils to supply allotments if residents required them. The Clerk advised that parish councils had a duty to seek to provide allotments if they were required.  The Chairman reported that several residents at Bowerhill were interested in having an allotment there. The Council would need to consider parking as well.
369/08
Arising from Min. 327/08 Minor Injury Unit for Melksham: The Council noted papers sent by the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee. With reference to the increased use of MIU at Trowbridge  it was emphasised that Melksham had no choice but to use the Trowbridge facility. It did not prove Melksham was satisfied with the situation. Points 6.67 and 6.68 –Extracts Page 2 of Appendix 1, it was emphasised that these provisions in transport did nothing to help people needing transport for MIU services. Melksham needed a First Aid Station on the town and transport for other health services was a side issue.  People in Melksham who needed urgent help had no alterative but to dial 999.Yet during the snowy period the ambulance service was asking that people did not use 999 unless it was a real emergency. The link service required 48 hrs notice to book transport so could not be used for Minor Injury services.  Town and parish councils should not be expected to disseminate information for the PCT, especially as the Parish Council disagreed with its content and the way in which health services were going. The Council noted the creation of the new Wiltshire Involvement Network (WIN), established by Parliament,  which had released a statement saying “No longer can petitions, deputations and public meetings be ignored” It was agreed to find out when the legislation  had come into effect.

Resolved: 1. The Council reply to the Health and Overview Scrutiny Committee to emphasise the need for a Minor Injury Unit/First Aid Station  in Melksham and to make clear town and parish councils should not be expected to disseminate information on behalf of PCT. 2. The Council find out when the WIN legislation came into effect.
370/08
Arising from Min.339/08 Highway Safety, Purlpit and Whitley: The Council noted a copy of a reply sent from the Transport Minister to MP Dr Murrison to emphasise the current law on not having repeater speed signs in 30 m.p.h. zones worked well and would not be changing. Cllr. Chivers emphasised that there was little else the Council could do.

The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders again to allow a further period for public participation
371/08
Public Participation (3) 


Band D Property numbers (Mins. 320/08-321/08): Cllr. Roy While informed that the number of Band D properties had been reduced to take into account the bad debt allowance. 


The Chairman  was concerned that due to bad debts,  residents were having to pay more even though the Parish Council precept was staying at the same level.

Cllr. While emphasised that while the District Council had a good record for chasing bad debt, , the fund had shown a deficit for the last two years.


Cllr. Glover  said he hoped a refund to residents would be made when the debts were successfully collected.


The Council re-convened.

372/08
Minutes, Health and Safety Working Party, 2nd February:  Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
373/08
Health and Safety Policy: Resolved: The revised Health and Safety Policy be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman, with the following amendment:


Section 5, 3rd Paragraph, Line 2: Insert “clothing” to read   “high visibility clothing” 
374/08
Health and Safety Working Party recommendations:  Resolved: The recommendations as detailed in Mins. 347/08 – 348/08 be formally approved.
375/08
Minutes, Bowerhill Sports Field Working Party, 16th February: Resolved: The 


Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
376/08
Arising from Min. 352/08 Replacement Pavilion Building – revised specification: The Council reviewed the revised Specification: Resolved: The revised Specification be approved with the following amendment:

Page 4 – Last paragraph –Basketball pitch, Line 2 Delete “with lighting and”..
377/08
Wiltshire Council Transition Arrangements: Cllr.Nicol  reported that she had attended the Area Seminar on 10th February when Nikki Lewis had given a presentation on the new Council’s proposed arrangements for the community areas. It sounded impressive.  The Council noted that invitations to a Planning Seminar and Information Evening, both on the same evening; 11th March. It was noted that this was the date for the Residents’ Meeting re Social Housing on the Local centre site at Bowerhill. It was agreed to find out whether Cllr. Coombes wished to attend the Planning Seminar. 

378/08
Annual Parish Meeting, 23rd March:  The Council noted that Inspector Cullop hoped to attend the Annual Parish Meeting to report on proposed changes to Neighbourhood Policing. The two areas; Melksham East and Melksham West were to be amalgamated into one Melksham Rural area with one Police Officer in charge overall, instead of two. Councillors felt the two areas worked extremely well as they were and there were objection to any cuts. I

Resolved: The Council write to Inspector Cullop in advance of the Annual Meeting, to state that the Council strongly objected to any reductions in the number of police officers.

379/08
Gambling Act Principles and  Sex Establishment: The Council reviewed these papers from WWDC. It was felt that current consultation proposals were weak and that parish councils should be informed if proposals to have a Casino or Sex Establishment were made for the parish. Cllr. Chivers assured the Council that even if only one notice was put up, the public would soon let the Council know. He reported further that permission had now been granted for the former Aqua leisure site to be used for a betting shop. The Chairman reported that at the Traders’ Meeting, Kavanaghs had reported that there was no interest in empty shops at the moment.
Resolved: The Council reply to WWDC to request more robust consultation procedures.

380/08
Replacement Shelter hear Church Farm, Shaw: Reply received from Allianz Cornhill to give permission for the replacement shelter to be relocated. The Clerk reported that WCC had confirmed that a maximum of 50% grant aid would be available and supported the shelter being moved next to the new bus stop, subject to clear visibility. A site meeting was being arranged. It was agreed to ask Cllr. Bean if she would be willing to come. 


Resolved: The Council accept the quotation from Beanacre Builders to take down the old shelter  and  erect a new shelter, next to the bus stop  in the sum of £3,871 + VAT. 
381/08
General Correspondence for action


(i) WALC Circular February 2009: The Council discussed  the Legal Briefing from NALC re the new Council power to promote well being. The following conditions were noted:

· a minimum of two thirds of vacancies on the council had to be filled through elections

· The Clerk had to be trained in use of power of well being.

· A minimum of 80% councillors had to be trained in use of power of well being

· There had to be published statement re community engagement.

It was agreed not to pursue this power.


Resolved: Melksham without Parish Council would not take up the new power to promote well being.


(ii) CPRE – Stop the Drop pack: The Council welcomes this initiative to try to reduce litter. It was noted that WWDC had a fly-tipping Enforcement Scheme. However litter was still being dumped on Bowerhill and at The Spa where four bags of litter had recently been collected. 


Resolved: The Council welcome and support this initiative.

(iii) Best Kept Village Competition: The Council noted that entries for this Competition had to be made by 31st March. It was agreed to enter all the villages as usual: Beanacre, Berryfield, Bowerhill, Shaw and Whitley. The Chairman recommended that staff go through past results to find weak points and ensure the Caretaker had this information before the next Competition. This was agreed.

((iv) Memorial Tree Planting for Mrs Rosemary Jamieson: The Clerk reported that the Tree-planting Ceremony would take place on Saturday 28th February 10.30 a.m. and Cllr. Bean would be attending.

(v) Melksham Family of Churches letter: The Council noted a letter from the Revd Michael Jones for the Family of Churches to let the Council know of prayer offered for officers and councillors at a half-night of Prayer on Friday 30th January  and to assure the Council of future prayer support. Cllr. Wood  proposed the Council just acknowledge this letter. The Clerk emphasised that Council staff wished to thank the Family of Churches and express appreciation for their care and prayers. It was agreed that the letter be acknowledged on behalf of the Council and that thanks and appreciation be expressed on behalf of staff.

Resolved: The Council reply as stated above. 


(vi) Police Presentation re Smart Water Technology: Invitation received to a Presentation re Smart Water Technology on 17th March at Devizes Police Headquarters, 10.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. The Chairman and Clerk agreed to attend on the Council’s behalf.
382/08
General Correspondence for information:  The Council noted the following papers:
a) WCC letter re the February cancellation of the Parish Steward programme due to bad weather.

b) Details of forthcoming Town Crier Championship

c) Crime Figures April – December 2008

Meeting closed at  9.50  p.m. 

Chairman, 20th April 2009
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