MINUTES of the Annual Council of Melksham Without Parish Council held on 18th  May 2009 at  Crown Chambers, 7 Market Place, Melksham 7.00 p.m.


Present: FULL COUNCIL  Cllr. Mike Mills (Chair); Cllrs. Alan Baines; Elizabethe Bean; Rolf Brindle; Gregory Coombes, Terry Chivers; John Glover, Don Millard;  Pat Nicol; Steve Petty ; Mike Sankey and Richard Wood.  


1/09
Appointment of Chair, 2009/2010   Cllr. Mills, the  Chairman for 2008/09,  welcomed all councillors to the Meeting.  He then vacated the Chair.  and the Vice Chairman, Cllr. Richard Wood then proposed, seconded by Cllr. Glover  that Cllr. Mills continue as Chairman for 2009/2010. There were no other nominations 
          
Resolved:  The Council unanimously resolved that Cllr. Mike Mills be Council Chair for 2009/2010 
2/09
Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Cllr. Mike Mills took the Chair and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3/09
Election of Vice- Chair: The Chair invited nominations for Vice Chairman. 
    Cllr. Coombes  proposed, seconded by Cllr. Chivers  that Cllr. Richard Wood  be Vice-Chairman for 2009/2010.  

Resolved: The Council unanimously agreed that Cllr. Richard Wood be  Vice-Chairman of the Council for 2009/2010
4/09
Declarations of Interest: Cllr.Coombe declared an interest in Item 11 relating to Council Insurance as his relative worked for one of the Insurance companies who quoted. Cllr. Glover declared an interest in the item relating to signs for the Wiltshire School of Gymnastics as his grandchildren attended the School and in the Allotments item as he participated in the Landshare Scheme.  Cllr. Mills declared an interest in Item 5 re Co-option as he was an acquaintance of the applicant Peter Dauncey. Cllr. Wood also declared an interest in the Co-option as the applicant Claire Wait was a friend of his son. Cllr. Brindle declared an interest in PA MW09 01195 as a friend of the applicant. The Assistant Finance Officer, Teresa Strange declared an interest in PA MW09 01213 as the applicant was a client 
5/09       Co-option of new member: It was noted that the new member had to be co-opted with an overall majority. As the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had both declared interests, Cllr. Chivers proposed, seconded by Cllr.Wood that Cllr. Baines chair this item. This was agreed by the Council.  

The Chairman for this item, Cllr. Baines asked members to cast their votes for the candidates. On the first vote, Paul Clark received 5 votes, Peter Dauncey received 4 votes and Claire Waite received one vote. The candidate with no votes was then eliminated, and the Chairman requested members to vote again. In this round, Paul Clark received 5 votes, Peter Dauncey received 4 votes and Claire Wait received one vote. Claire Wait was then eliminated from the process. The Chairman then asked members to vote for a final time. Paul Clark then received 6 votes and peter Dauncey received 4 votes.

Resolved: Paul Clark be co-opted as the new member for the Bowerhill & Berryfield ward.

6/09
Elections and co-options: Cllr. Coombes expressed regret in view of the excellent applications received that applicants had not stood for election. He noted that four applications had been made for one vacancy and proposed the Council make representations to  NALC and WALC that, where there were several co-option applications for one seat, local councils be given legal powers to ask for an election, to enable the electorate to decide on who served the Council. This was agreed.

Resolved: The Council make representations to NALC and WALC as detailed above.
7/09 
Adoption of Standing Orders 2009/2010 Resolved: The Council formally adopt the Council Standing Orders for 2009/2010. 
8/09
Code of Practice for Local Councils in handling complaints: Resolved: The Code of Practice for Complaints be formally adopted for 2009/2010
9/09 
Appointment of Committees: Resolved: (Chair and Vice-Chair to be ex-officio members of all committees)

  Finance Committee: Chair, Vice-Chair; Cllrs. Alan Baines;  Rolf Brindle, John Glover and Pat Nicol.
  Planning and Policy Committee:  Chair, Vice-Chair; Cllrs. Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Gregory Coombes; John Glover and  Don Millard.

  Staffing and Resources Committee: Chair;  Vice-Chair; Cllr. Alan Baines, Cllr. Elizabethe Bean  and Cllr. Mike Sankey.
  Community Action Committee:  Chair; Vice-Chair, Cllr. Stephen Petty (Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group); Mike Sankey (Bowerhill Action Group); Cllr. Rolf Brindle (The Spa Action Group) and Cllr. Gregory Coombes (Shaw and Whitley) It was agreed to leave a vacancy for the Beanacre Action Group representative in case Paul Clark would be interested. 
   New Allotments Committee It was agreed, in view of the surge in interest in allotments, to appoint a separate Allotments Committee 

  Resolved: The Council appoint a standing Allotments Committee as follows:

  Allotments Committee:  Chair, Vice-Chair; Cllrs. Rolf Brindle, John Glover and pat Nicol.


 Health and Safety Committee Cllr. Millard expressed concern that he had heard nothing about the Health and Safety Committee. The Clerk advised that Cllr Millard had been invited to attend, but had not come. It was agreed to check the Minutes and Agenda re invitees.
10/09      Appointment of Representatives: Resolved:  The Council representatives be as follows for 2009/2010: 
        
 a) Organisations


 Area 32 Transport Committee                           Alan Baines and John Glover


 Bowerhill Hall Management Trust                    Mike Mills


 Bowerhill Villager                                              Vacancy
   Emergency Planning Services                   John Glover; Don Millard – see note below

 Melksham Joint Health Forum                         Elizabethe Bean – see note below
   Melksham Hospital & Community                    Gregory Coombes


   Melksham & District Tourism                                  Mike Mills


Melksham Charities                                           John Glover & Mike Sankey


Melksham Community Partnership Safety Group        Mike Mills


Melksham Community Sports Group

     Richard Wood


Melksham Community Transport Group                      Rolf Brindle


Melksham Community Funders Group                        John Glover, Rolf Brindle

                        Melksham Community  Waterways Group                   R.Brindle, J Glover                 


Melksham Railway Development Group           J.Glover, A. Baines, R. Brindle


Melksham Town Centre Group                         Mike Mills


Melksham Youth & Community Services          Steve Petty and Pat Nicol

              Melksham CAYPIG  & Youth Services              Steve Petty & Pat Nicol 

   Melksham Rural  Policing Team
                  Mike Mills &  Elizabethe Bean


 Pavilion Club, Bowerhill                                   Mike Mills  


 Rachel Fowler Trust                                         Richard Wood
                 Shaw Hall Management Committee                       Elisabethe Bean

                West Wilts. Access Group                                       Terry Chivers – see notes below
                West Wilts. Police Group                                       Richard Wood 

Whitley Reading Rooms                                   Gregory Coombes 


Wilts. Association Local Councils                   Gregory Coombes

Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership                    Rolf Brindle

Wiltshire Council  Highway Forum                 John Glover, Mike Sankey

Press Representative                                       Clerk -Mary Jarvis

Council Representatives – other matters: 
                        (i) Bowerhill Villager: It was noted that there was a problem having a councillor representative on the Villager Committee due to meetings often being held on the same night as Council Meetings. It was agreed to seek a representative for the Council from the Bowerhill community. 


(ii) Emergency Planning: Cllr. Glover informed that the Emergency Plan now required updating. This was too large a job to be done solely  by the representatives. It was agreed to circulate the Plan at the next Council Meeting so that the Council as a whole could share responsibility for  updating it.

(iii) Melksham Joint Health Forum: Cllr. Bean emphasised that if the newly co-opted Member Paul Clark wished to serve on this Group, she would be happy for him to take her place, in view of his expertise on health matters.

(iv) West Wiltshire Access Group: Cllr. Chivers reported that he had not been notified of a West Wilts. Access Group Meeting in 2008/2009/    It was agreed to follow up this matter with the Access Group and find out their new name.  

         11/09
Tree-planting and footpath representatives:
  a) Tree –planting representatives: J. Glover, M. Sankey; and Rolf Brindle.  One  vacancy  for Beanacre area.
   
 b) Footpath representatives:  Alan Baines, Don Millard (Sandridge); Richard Wood (Berryfield); John Glover (Bowerhill); Elizabethe Bean (Shaw and Whitley). 
It was agreed to ask Paul Clark if he would be willing to be the Footpath representative for Beanacre. One vacancy for Beanacre area
12/09
Dates of Meetings 2008/09: . Resolved: The dates for 2009/10  be as follows:
   
FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  2008 22nd  June; 27th  July; 7th September; 19th October;7th  December.
                2010  18th  January, 22nd February; 22nd March (Annual Parish Meeting) 12th April and 17th May.


Finance Committees: 2009 – 8th  June(Grants); 16th  November (Budget)


Staffing Committees: 2009 – 6th July; 2010 – 4th  January


Planning Committees: 2009 – 8th June: 10th  August; 28th September, 16th November. 

2010 – 4th January; 8th  February; 8th March and 26th April.

All Meetings to commence at 7.00 p.m., unless otherwise stated. 
13/09        Appointment of Internal Auditor: Resolved:  Mrs Diana Lindsay continue as the Internal Auditor to Melksham Without Parish Council for 2009/2010.  The external Audit was due to be held on 17th  August 2009 ****
14/09     Statement of Accounts and Financial Report 31st March 2006: The Council  reviewed the Statement of Accounts and Financial Report 31st March 2009. It was agreed that  as WWDC had not requested rent due for the Pavilion Club for 2007/08 and 2008/09 before it had been disbanded, the 2 years rent amount of  £750 would be moved to reserves. The new Wiltshire Council had drawn up a new lease with the Pavilion Committee for the Club with a peppercorn rent of one peppercorn. The Internal Audit was arranged for Thursday, 4th June.  The Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment would be formally reviewed at the next Finance Committee on Monday 8th  June. 
  Resolved: The Council formally approve the Statement of Accounts and Financial Report for 31st March 2009 
15/09
 Pavilion Club, Bowerhill: The Chairman further reported that plans were in hand for the Pavilion Club to re-open for 10 -11s age group. An  Open Day was being held on 6th June and there would be two new helpers: Cllr. Pat Nicol and a young person who had been a member of the Pavilion Club in the past. This news was welcomed. 
16/09
Receipts and Accounts for Payment:

a) Receipts:  The following amounts had been received since the last meeting:
500297
Allotment rents





      £       69.00

BACS
Wiltshire Council: 50% of 2009/10 Precept


      £47,500.00

  b) Accounts for payment: Resolved: The following accounts were checked  and approved for payment:

              3362    Beanacre Builders: 
                                           Replacement bus shelter, Shaw £3,871.00 + VAT   
          £ 4,451.65

     3363   Wilts Assoc.Local Councils

                                            Annual subscription 2009/10 £738.88 + VAT
                  849.71


3364   WC Melksham Youth Development Centre: Friday Night Project              330.00
3365    BT: ‘Phone Line Rent Apr/May/Jun, Calls Jan/Feb/Mar £97.62 + VAT    111.58
 

3366    Condor: Photocopier charges  £59.72 + VAT
                    68.68


3367    The Consortium: Stationery £53.00 + VAT
                    60.95


3368    RM Software: 1 hour PC support £35.00 + VAT
                    40.25


3369    Mr Ben Jarvis: for 2nd hand office chair for Crown Chambers
                    35.00

3370    Local Govt Assoc: “Growing in the Community” allotment guide
              15.00


3371    Leekes: Maintenance materials £6.08 + VAT
                      6.99


3372    Buildbase: Maintenance materials £4.37 + VAT
                      5.07

3373    Mrs Mary Jarvis: May salary + Expenses (£15)                                        
3374    Mrs Margaret Mylchreest: May salary + Overtime (2½ hrs)
                  


3375    Mrs Teresa Strange: May salary (adjusted) 

                             + Overtime (8¾ hrs) and Expenses (£2.40)     
3376      Terry Cole: Hours w/e 11.04.09 – 02.05.09

                               + Travel Allow (£25)  + Mileage (£36.75)                                
3377     Mrs Gill Butler: Casual hours 16.04.09 – 14.05.09
                   
3378     Mrs Elaine Cranton: April office cleaning 
                              + Sick pay (£10.20) + Tax refund (40p) 
                     
3379      Mr Jacob Tyghe: Casual hours (6hrs) decorating Crown Chambers            

  3380      Wiltshire Council: Superannuation: Jarvis/Strange Employer/ee
             534.40  

3381     Inland Revenue: Tax & NI, Employer/ee
                   605.57
c) New Signs for Wiltshire School of Gymnastics: A letter was received from Wiltshire Council to request confirmation that the Council would be willing to jointly sponsor new signs in partnership with Wiltshire Council, Melksham Town Council and the School of Gymnastics. Each party would be required to donate £333. 33 towards this Scheme.

Resolved: The Parish Council approve sponsorship of £333.33 in principle and await more details of the new signs. 
d) Summer Seminar at University of Gloucester: The Clerk requested permission for Teresa Strange to attend the Annual Training  Summer Seminar with her at  the University of Gloucester on 14th – 15th  July. This was agreed. Resolved: The Clerk and the Assistant Finance Officer attend this 2 day Seminar at Cheltenham  on 14-15 July
         17/09
Insurance Policy 2009/2010:
a) Schedule of Items  The Council reviewed the Insurance Policy for 2009/2010 and updated the street furniture list, inclusive of the new mower purchased in 2008. It was agreed to check whether the Council still had a strimmer in use. The Chairman reported that Hornchurch Road had not yet been adopted and street furniture there still belonged to Persimmon. There were problems with getting the bins regularly emptied. Resolved: The Council write again to Wiltshire Council to request a Schedule of when the bins were emptied. 

b)  Stair Lift: The Clerk reported that JK Mobility had replied to inform the company  not issue Certificates of Compliance with British Standards for reconditioned stair lifts but standards of compliance were listed on  the brochure issued with the  Stannah Stairlift. 


Resolved: The Council put a note on the Insurance File with the brochure and reply from JK Mobility. 
c)   Policy Renewal:  It was noted that other quotations had been obtained and the renewal date was 1st June.  Cllr. Baines emphasised that Public Liability cover on the present Allianz policy only applied to a parish population of 5,000 and the population was now well in excess of that figure. It was noted that the Zurich quotation needed to include cover for playground equipment. Following discussion it was agreed to seek revised quotations based on the correct population figure and grant delegated powers for a decision re which Policy quotation to accept for 2009/2010 to be made,  based on the revised quotations received by the Council. The Chairman  reported he would be on holiday for the following week. 

Resolved: 1. The Council seek revised quotations for the Insurance Policy based on a new population figure and delegated powers be granted to the Vice- Chairman and 2 Finance Committee members to decide which company should insure the Council in future; based on the revised quotations. 2. The Clerk find out the current population and inform the current Insurers Allianz of this change. 

The Council suspended Standing Orders to enable a period for public participation.

         18/09      Public Participation: Resident Ben Anderson reported that he lived in Beanacre and had come along because he had applied for co-option and was interested in the local community. He would be interested in any further Council vacancies and would consider standing for an election in future.  He was pleased to see the Council tackled dog mess and grass-cutting as  football fields were sometimes spoilt by dog- fouling. 

The Chairman thanked him for attending the Meeting. 
19/09
Minutes, Planning and Policy Committee 27th April: Resolved: The Minutes of the Planning and Policy Committee Meeting of 27th April be formally approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
20/09
Arising from Min. 447/08 Efforts to attain more Allotment Land: The Clerk reported that Cllr. Brindle and the Caretaker had made a site visit to Bowerhill to measure the area of land proposed for new allotments. She presented a draft plan which indicated that this plot would allow for 14 plots (5m x 16.5m) at 3.63 perches each and 4 plots (5m X 19m) at 4.2. perches each. It was noted that at Berryfield, most tenants worked a plot of 5 perches, so the proposed plots at Bowerhill would be smaller. John Iles was willing to either sell or lease the land for allotments and had asked the Parish Council to put forward a fair rent amount for his consideration.  The Chairman emphasised that the land for allotments was outside the village policy limit and thus was no suitable for development in the future. Any lease should be for a minimum of 25 years. It was unlikely the Parish Council would make enough money on rents to pay for the lease. 

Cllr. Chivers advised the Council to seek independent advice on a) a price to purchase the land b) a price to lease or rent the land. He would prefer the Council to buy the land so that the amenity would always be safeguarded. Cllr. Sankey emphasised the Council had to be sure that the price was correct. The Clerk reported that the draft plan excluded an area of land 18m x 36m which was under dispute. Both the resident laying claim to the land and John Iles had emphasised this area belong to them. A member of the Land Registry Team would shortly be making a visit to examine the site. The resident stated that the land  had belonged to the Br. Rail Property Board. 

Resolved: The Finance Committee consider the matter of fair rent for the land at the forthcoming Finance Committee Meeting on 8th June.

21/09
Arising from Min. 448/08 Use of gardens for cultivation: The Clerk reported that there was already an organisation called Landshare which matched up residents who had spare land for cultivation with those who were seeking such land. In view of this it was agreed not to set up a separate Register, as recommended in Min. 448/09, but to put a link from the Council’s website to Landshare.

Resolved: The Council insert a web link to the Landshare Scheme. 

22/09
Arising from Min. 449/08 Use of Berryfield Allotments for Chickens:  It was noted that Section 12(i) of the Allotments Act 1950 gave residents a statutory right to keep hens and rabbits on an allotment, providing they were not being maintained for a trade or business. 


Cllr. Wood reported that 6 -7 tenants kept hens and one tenant bred rare birds and kept cockerels. There were a variety of fences and styles of henhouses which looked a bit makeshift but did the job of keeping livestock securely fenced.  Cllr.Bean referred to the fact that livestock attracted rates. Cllr. Wood reported that secure bait boxes could be used to control rats. There was discussion about the need for good husbandry and animal welfare in a restricted area.  Problems occurred when too much of the plot  was being used for chickens. The Clerk advised the Council to restrict the area used for chickens to one third of the rented area. Cllr. Wood felt no more than 2.5. perches should be used for chickens. Cllr. Millard proposed that the Council agree a percentage  per plot for chickens. Cllr. Nicol suggested the chickens be restricted to a set area on each plot; such as 6 ft x 4 ft. Cllr. Glover felt this may not be in keeping with the law. Cllr. Wood then proposed that, at the Berryfield Allotments, no more than 2.5. perches be permitted for chickens, subject to good husbandry practices being followed. Cllr. Chivers seconded this proposal and asked if this would refer to rabbits as well. Cllr. Wood felt this would be too large an area for rabbits and withdrew his proposal. Cllr. Brindle then proposed the Council allow up to one third of an allotment to be used for chickens. Cllr. Wood then proposed an amendment that no more than one quarter of the allotment be permitted for chickens. Following discussion, both  the proposal and amendment were withdrawn. Cllr. Brindle then proposed, seconded by Cllr. Sankey, that chickens and rabbit be restricted to not more than one third of the area of land rented to a tenant, irrespective of its size and that no more chickens be permitted than was consistent with good husbandry. This motion was passed with two councillors; Cllr. Glover and Cllr. Millard, voting against the motion. 

Resolved: 1.  Chickens and rabbits on an Allotment at Berryfield be restricted to no more than one third of any area rented to the tenant and that no more chickens be permitted than was consistent with good husbandry.2. The Allotment Agreement be amended and the new restriction come into effect from 1st October 2010.
23/09
Allotment Agreement – other amendments:  Resolved: Clause 9 be amended to read as follows:  “Any notice required by this Agreement to be given by the tenant to the Council shall be delivered or sent by post to the Clerk of the Council at the Council Office address at the head of this Agreement .  Any notice to be given to the tenant by the Council shall be treated as sufficiently served if left at or delivered by recorded delivery post at the tenant’s main residence address as shown on this Agreement, unless the tenant has informed the Council in writing beforehand of any address change.” 

24/09
 Arising from Min. 452/08 Wiltshire Local Transport Plan: The Clerk presented a draft paper re the Local Transport Plan Consultation. This was approved. Cllr. Brindle proposed the Council make an additional comment that more freight should be transported by rail and Wiltshire Council needed to pursue Government grants which were available to improve freight facilities. Cllr. Petty proposed that School Travel Plans should be made compulsory. Cllr. Glover  proposed the Council ask Wiltshire Council to support more rail services for Melksham, as detailed in Graham Ellis’s “Save the Trian” campaign. It was agreed to forward these additional comments to Wiltshire Council as part of the Council’s response to the consultation.

Resolved: The Council submit the approved comments to Wiltshire Council 
25/09
 Recommendations of the Minutes of the Planning and Policy Committee Meeting, 27th April: Resolved: The recommendations as detailed in M ins. 447/08,  448/08 (2)

450/08, 451/08 and 452/08 be formally approved by the Council.
26/09
 Planning Applications: The Council considered the following planning applications:-
  MW09  01195   Catte, 399 The Spa, Melksham. Conversion of store to studio with garage.

  Comments:  The Council objects that the attempt to squeeze a bedroom into this store makes it too large and obtrusive.  A single storey development would be preferable. 

  MW08 03471 Construction of 114 dwellings, access and associated landscaping on land north east of Snowberry Lane and south of Sandridge Road, Melksham.

   Comments: The Council notes that the same number of dwellings (114 )are now being condensed into a  smaller footprint, leaving an undeveloped area to the north of the site. In view of this my Council would strongly resist any later attempt by the developer to increase the overall number of units on the site by developing  this land in the future.  We believe the undeveloped area of land needs to be protected as future open space and planted with mature trees, to compensate for the higher density of the rest of the site. 
MW09/00579  Submission of reserved matters application pursuant to outline permission 04/01895 for 116 units relating to access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.   Revised plans
Comments:  The Council still has serious reservations about the bland, bare, urban appearance of this development.  There needs to be far more tree planting to soften the street scenes.  As the development is so close to the proposed new school and playing fields, without adequate landscaping,  there will be noise pollution from the distributor road.  In view of this landscaping needs to be far more dense with wide bunds of mature deciduous trees on both sides of the distributor road to reduce noise impact.  

MW09/01364 Mrs I. Milham, 19 Brookfield Rise, Whitley, SN12 8QP

Proposed extension to existing bungalow.    
  Comments:  The Council have no objection to this planning application subject to approval by neighbours, as it is in very close proximity to the next bungalow.


There were no objections to the following planning applications:
MW09  01213  Jones, 119 Semington Road, Melksham. To replace substandard 

extension with new extensions on the side. 

MW09 01311 Martin and Debbie Still, Slades Farm, Top Lane, Whitley, SN12 8RA

Proposed stable block and yard.  Revised proposal to change stable block approved 

6th February, 2006 – 05/02921

27/09
  Planning Correspondence: 

(i) Green Application for George Ward Playing Field (south): The Council noted the Inspector’s Report which gave reasons why the Registration Application had failed. It was noted with regret that the Sports Clubs had not supported the application because they had been erroneously informed by WC that organised sport could not be played on a Village Green. It was also noted that WC would have to repay £40,000 to Sport England if the multi-purpose mugger facility was removed. Cllr. Nicol expressed sadness that yet another valuable community open space was being used up for housing. Cllr. Chivers reported that in London the oppositve was happening, and more open spaces were now being protected. Cllr. Brindle emphasised that if the District Council had adopted the recommended open space per head population provision, this space could have been protected.
(ii) Development East of Melksham: The Clerk reported that WC Planning Consultant Sim Manley had offered to attend the next Planning Committee meeting on 8th June, to answer questions on the Clackers Brook development. He had asked for the Council to supply a list of questions in advance. Cllr. Glover reported he was still awaiting responses to the questions he had raised during Sim Manley’s visit to the Town Council. It was agreed to follow this matter up.

28/09
Minutes of Council Meeting, 20th April: Resolved: The Minutes of the Council Meeting held 20th April be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record with the following amendments: 


Page 2 Min. 425/08  Delete “A342” in Line 6 and “A345” in Line 9 and  insert  “ A365” in both places.
29/09
Arising from Min. 425/08(a)  Parking Problems, Bowerhill: The Council noted a letter from  residents Mr and Mrs Allsop of Beverley Close to express concern that cars were being parked over the footway and to ask for a site visit from a Highways officer. 


Resolved: The Council  forward the letter to Wiltshire Council and ask that a reply be sent direct to the residents
30/09
Arising from Min. 425/08 (b) Local Centre, Bowerhill: The Chairman reported that due to the pending elections  Cllr While was not attending the Meeting  but  had informed that Wiltshire Council had asked their Legal Team to check the Section 106 Agreement and it was likely that Persimmon and Bloors would be asked to carry out a proper marketing exercise. 
31/09
Arising from Min. 436/08 Highway Safety, Purlpit and Whitley: Cllr. Brindle reported that he had met WC Officer Mark Stansby  on site with the Clerk, to discuss ways to slow down traffic. Mark Stansby, the Chief Highways Engineer had designed a new scheme which he wished to try out at the site, and would be sending the Council more details of his proposals in due course.
32/09
Arising from Min. 437/08 New Council Power of Well-being: The Clerk informed that while Penny Bell was willing to attend a Council Meeting to explain the new power, she had advised that the Training Exercise would not take very much longer than a presentation and suggested that she give the Training session to councillors so that the Council could use the new power. Training for the Clerk involved taking an addition module of the SILCA Syllabus.  Following discussion it was agreed the Council write again to WALC to ask for a written explanation of the new Power.
33/09
Arising from Min. 441/08 New hall at Shaw School: Cllr. Sankey reported that he had contacted the Headteacher, Mr Borrie who had confirmed the new Hall was likely to be available for community use. Whether the Pre-School relocated to Shaw School very much depended on whether they had sufficient funds. Cllr. Bean reported that Pre-School did have the necessary funds and hope to be moving to a portacabin at Shaw School very soon. 
34/09
Arising from Min. 442/08  Sponsor Schemes for roundabouts. A letter was received from the West Country Educational Agency to request apply for sponsorship of the Spa roundabout. The Clerk reported that the Director had been in contact again to emphasise the company would be willing to sponsor another roundabout if the Spa roundabout already had a sponsor. The Council also received details of Wiltshire Council’s rules for sponsorship. As WC did not deal with the sponsor direct,  the Parish Council had to apply for a 10 year Section 96 Licence and then liaise with the sponsor. It was noted that if the sponsor withdrew prior to the end of the period, WC would then take over maintenance again.
     Resolved: Cllr. Glover proposed the Council agree in principle to become involved in roundabout sponsorship and take out a licence. This was agreed. It was further agreed that the Clerk would inform interested sponsors of this decision and prepare a draft form for sponsors to complete, to give details of their proposals and signage.
35/09
Arising from Min. 444/08 Wiltshire Council Area Boards: The Council noted further information re the new Area Board structures and a paper from the CAP Funders , setting out terms on which Joanna Davey Consultant  would be employed by the Funders to regenerate the Melksham Area Partnership. Cllr. Coombes  questioned whether this was necessary. The Clerk explained that Joanna Davey’s  work was being financed from extra funds which were available because a Community Agent had not yet been appointed. A Special Meeting was being organised for representatives from all the parishes in the Community Area to discuss how the Partnership would work.

It was agreed that a Consultant was necessary  to bridge the time gap until the Area Board was properly established.

36/09
Beanacre Play Area and Church Car Park – grass-cutting: The Council reviewed quotations received for future grass-cutting. Cllr. Sankey asked if the Caretaker could take on this work. Following discussion it was agreed that this was too large a job for him to do in addition to his other work.


Resolved: The Council accept a quotation from Paul Filkins in the sum of £440 per annum to cut the grass fortnightly*****

37/09
Play Area Inspection Sheets and repair to Shaw Play Area Slide: The Council noted Inspection Sheets received from the Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported that a post supporting the Under Sevens Slide had corroded and urgently required repair. She had contacted the new WC Play Area Manager, Ina Richardson, who had made a site visit and had recommended that GB Sports and Leisure be asked to carry out repairs.

Resolved: The Council accept a quotation from GB Sports and Leisure in the sum of £440 to weld and repair the Slide. 
38/09
General Correspondence for action: 


Berryfield – New Notice Board: The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wood and the Caretaker had recently toured Berryfield to find a suitable site for a new Notice Board, and had put forward three sites for consideration. As two of the sites were on Housing Association land she had sought permission  to use these sites from Selwood Housing   A reply from Selwood Housing indicated objections to both these sites, and advised that the Council should erect the notice board at the third site, on the edge of  the main recreation area, just off the main Semington Road,  Cllr. Petty advised that the Notice Board needed to be set back from the junction, under the trees, so that it did not interfere with visibility. 


Resolved: The Council seek permission from Wiltshire Council for the new Notice Board to be placed at the main junction.

39/09
General Corespondence  for information:  The Council noted the following information:

a) Minutes of AGM for Berryfield Hall and BASRAG

b) Publicity Code Consultation costs – reply from DCLG

c) South West England Economic Profile – special recession booklet

d) Letter from NALC re St Georges Day events.

e) Melksham Rail Development Group –Minutes and statistics

f) Information re the Volunteer Centre

g) Public Sector Duties – booklet from Equality and Human Rights Commission

h) CPRE – Details of AGM at South Wraxall 3rd June.

     Meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.

   Chairman, 22nd June, 2009
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