MINUTES of the Annual Council of Melksham Without Parish Council held on 19th  May 2008 at the George Ward Training Centre, Melksham 7.00 p.m.


Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chair) Cllrs. Alan Baines; Elizabethe Bean; Rolf Brindle; Terry Chivers; Chris Holmes;  Steve Petty ; Mike Sankey and Richard Wood.  


     Apologies: Cllrs. Gregory Coombes; John Glover and Don Millard
1/08
Appointment of Chair, 2008/09  Cllr. Mills, the  Chairman for 2007/08,  welcomed all councillors to the Meeting and welcomed back Cllr. Holmes.  He then vacated the Chair.  and the Vice Chairman, Cllr. Richard Wood  invited nominations for Chairman for 2008/09.   Cllr.Holmes  proposed, seconded by Cllr. Baines, that Cllr. Mills continue as Chairman. There were no other nominations 
          
Resolved:  The Council unanimously resolved that Cllr. Mike Mills be Council Chair for 2008/09.
2/08
Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Cllr. Mike Mills took the Chair and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3/08
Election of Vice- Chair: The Chair invited nominations for Vice Chairman. 
    Cllr. Chivers  proposed, seconded by Cllr. Bean  that Cllr. Richard Wood  be Vice-Chairman for 2008/09.  Cllr. Sankey nominated  Cllr. Brindle. As there was no seconder for Cllr. Sankey’s  proposal no vote took place.

Resolved: Cllr. Richard Wood be  Vice-Chairman of the Council for 2008/09. 
4/08
Adoption of Standing Orders 2007/08: It was noted that any changes to Standing Orders had to be placed on a full Council Agenda and stand adjourned without discussion for a month, and then discussed and voted on at the subsequent Council Meeting.  The Clerk  advised that the Clause relating to Interests needed to be brought up to date. It was agreed the Clerk would present a draft revision  of Standing Order 53 relating to Interests for discussion at the next Meeting.  The Chairman  proposed that  the Standing Order No 22, clause (r) should be amended. He proposed that Clause 22 be amended to read:  To suspend any Standing Order.  

Resolved: The Council  place Standing Orders on the June Council Meeting Agenda, so that  proposed amendments could be considered.
5/08
Code of Practice for Local Councils in handling complaints: Resolved: A new copy of this code be circulated to all members.
6/08
Appointment of Committees: Resolved: (Chair and Vice-Chair to be ex-officio members of all committees)

  Finance Committee: Chair, Vice-Chair; Cllrs. Alan Baines;  Rolf Brindle, John Glover and  Chris Holmes.
  Planning and Policy Committee:  Chair, Vice-Chair; Cllrs. Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Gregory Coombes; John Glover and  Don Millard.

  Staffing and Resources Committee: Chair;  Vice-Chair; Cllr. Alan Baines, Cllr. Elizabethe Bean  and Cllr. Mike Sankey.
  Community Action Committee:  Chair; Vice-Chair, Cllrs. Chris Holmes (Beanacre Action Group); Cllr. Stephen Petty (Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group); Mike Sankey (Bowerhill Action Group); Cllr. Rolf Brindle (The Spa Action Group) and Cllr. Gregory Coombes (Shaw and Whitley) 

7/08       Appointment of Representatives: Resolved:  The Council representatives be as follows for 2008/09:
        
 a) Organisations


 Area 32 Transport Committee                           Alan Baines and John Glover


 Bowerhill Hall Management Trust                    Mike Mills


 Bowerhill Villager                                              Vacancy

 * Cooper Avon Tyres Liaison Group                 John Glover

       
 WCC  Emergency Planning Services                John Glover; Don Millard


 Melksham Hospital & Community                    Gregory Coombes


   Melksham & District Tourism                                  Mike Mills


Melksham Charities                                           John Glover & Mike Sankey


Melksham First Community Safety Group        Mike Mills


Melksham First Sports Group

     Richard Wood


Melksham Community Transport Group          Rolf Brindle


Melksham First Funders Group                        John Glover, Rolf Brindle

                        Melksham First Waterways Group                   R.Brindle, J Glover                


Melksham Health & Joint Forum                     Elizabethe Bean     


Melksham Railway Development Group           J.Glover, A. Baines, R. Brindle


Melksham Town Centre Group                         Mike Mills


Melksham Youth & Community Services          Steve Petty and Pat Nicol


  Melksham East Policing Team


     Mike Mills

   Melksham West Policing Team

     Elizabethe Bean

Pavilion Club, Bowerhill                                   Mike Mills  


Rachel Fowler Trust                                         Richard Wood
                Shaw Hall Management Committee                       Elisabethe Bean

                West Wilts. Access Group                                       Terry Chivers

                West Wilts. Police Group                                       Richard Wood


West Wiltshire Community Safety Group        Chris Holmes 


Whitley Reading Rooms                                   Gregory Coombes 


Wilts. Association Local Councils                   Gregory Coombes, Steve Petty


Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership                    Rolf Brindle, Mike Sankey


WCC Highway Forum                                     John Glover, Mike Sankey

Press Representative                                       Clerk -Mary Jarvis


Cllr. Chivers reported that he had not been notified of a West Wilts. Access Group Meeting in 2007/08.   It was agreed this matter be followed up with the Access Group. 
         
 b) Tree –planting representatives: J. Glover, M. Sankey; and Rolf Brindle.  One  vacancy  for Beanacre area.
   
 c) Footpath representatives:  Alan Baines, Don Millard (Sandridge); Richard Wood (Berryfield); John Glover (Bowerhill); Elizabethe Bean (Shaw and Whitley). One vacancy for Beanacre area
8/08
Dates of Meetings 2008/09: . Resolved: The dates for 2008/09  be as follows:
   
FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  2008 16th June; 21st July; 8th September; 20th October; 8th December.
                2009 19th January, 23rd February; 23rd March (Annual Parish Meeting) 20th April and 18th May.


Finance Committees: 2008 - 2nd June(Grants); 13th November (Budget)


Staffing Committees: 2008 – 7th July; 2009 – 5th January


Planning Committees: 2008 – 2nd June: 11th August; 29th September, 13th November. 

2009 – 5th January; 2nd February.

9/08        Appointment of Internal Auditor: Resolved:  Mrs Diana Lindsay continue as the Internal Auditor to Melksham Without Parish Council for 2007/08. The external Audit was due to be held on 18th August 2008
10/08     Statement of Accounts and Financial Report 31st March 2006: The Council  reviewed the Statement of Accounts and Financial Report 31st March 2008.  The Internal Audit was arranged for Thursday, 22nd May. The Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment would be formally reviewed at the next Finance Committee on Monday 2nd June. 
Resolved: The Council formally approve the Statement of Accounts and Financial Report for 31st March 2008. The Chair formally thanked the Clerk and Financial Assistant, on behalf of the Council for all the work involved.
11/08
Finance
a) Receipts  The following amounts had been received since the last Meeting:
                 24th April – Allotment rents                                                           £ 30. 00

                 29th April  - Allotment rents                                            £65. 00

b) Accounts for payment:  The following accounts were checked and approved for payment:


   *3096
    Weymouth Land Registry – Caution against First   Registration –

                                                                                                        Shaw Hill land
    £40. 00                          *Paid since last Council Meeting





    3097
Allianz Insurance plc – Council Insurance from 1st June 08
             £2,402.23


    3098
MSK TestPro Ltd – Building Insurance, Crown Chambers 2008/09
   £993.13


    3099
 Wiltshire Publications Ltd – Spring Newsletter in 


               Melksham News (24/04/08) £140.00 + VAT


             £   164.50


    3100
RM Software – 2 hrs support/maintenance, memory stick             
£   124.55

                                                   cable extension £106.00 + VAT


    3101Leigh Swinden – Beanacre Grass cutting – March 08
                          £     90.00


    3102
Mr Rolf Brindle – Reimbursement of bus fare to 

                          £       5.36


             Meet & Greet Evening Mon 10th April





    3103
Countrywide Farmers – refuse sacks £5.08 + VAT

             £       5.98

                 3104
Mrs Mary Jarvis – May salary + expenses

                                   £12.14 + VAT (smoke alarm batteries /cleaning materials)               


    3105
  Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – May salary


                          


    3106 
Cancelled cheque - wrong amount

                 3107
 Mr Terry Cole – April 64 hours + £25 travel allowance
                         

                                                            + mileage (£59.85)





                  3108
   Mrs Teresa Strange – May salary + 8 hrs overtime

              


     3109
  Mrs Elaine Cranton – April office cleaning + tax refund  (£8.40)             

                  3110
   Mr Barry Mylchreest – April/May 8 hours + mileage (£9.45)                 

                  3111
Mrs Gill Butler – March/April 24 hours 


                                                                                                                                 







      Total Salaries
  £2,821.01

                  3112  WCC Superannuation Employer/ee – Jarvis, Strange                   
 £   502.90


                             (less overpayment £5.19 from April 08)

                   3113 Inland Revenue – Tax/NI Jarvis/ Mylchreest (2) /Cole
                          £   616.75


             less refund  (£8.40) plus 79p  underpayment 2007/08

         11/08
Insurance Policy 2008/09: The Council reviewed the Insurance Policy for 2007/08:


It was agreed to make the following amendments:

a) Dog bins: To add the dog bin at Woodrow Road.

b) Seats: To add 2 seats at Beanacre Play Area
c) To increase the amount for office equipment from £1,200 to £1,500.
Following discussion about the old tables at Crown Chambers, it was agreed to obtain  quotations for new tables in the Meeting Room.
  Resolved: 1.The Inventory be amended to include the extra bin and seats and the office equipment amount for the Insurance Policy be increased from £1,200 to £1,500.
 2. The Council obtain quotations for new meeting room tables.
12/08
Public Participation: No matters were raised.
13/08
Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting, 12th May: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman with the following amendments:


Min. 463/07, Lines 9 – 12  Amend to read: “WCC had also agreed to reimburse the youth club’s costs of storing equipment but no funds had yet been agreed. Cllr. Baines stated that he needed entry into the Pavilion so that he could obtain accurate measurements for the District Valuer”. 
              Min. 465/07, Line 3: Amend to read “The Clerk reported that there was an item relating to Rail Services on the Agenda…”

14/08
Arising from Min. 463/07  New Pavilion – Use by Scouts:  The Chairman  circulated a Report of a Meeting with Robert Whiffing, the Chair of the Bowerhill Scout Group. The Scout Group wished to liaise with the Parish Council re use the new Pavilion in the future. The Scout Group needed a venue three nights a week and was keen to relocate to the new Pavilion when it was built so that they could use the playing fields for games etc. Robert Whiffing was also involved with Melksham Park Football Club which used the Field for training most evenings. The Football Club was looking for a permanent home and felt the Sports Field would be ideal for their needs. Both organisations had access to funds and were keen to help the Council obtain grants. Mr Whiffing had asked for a copy of plans for the proposed Pavilion.  Following discussion it was agreed to reply to Mr Whiffing  in general terms, confirming the Council’s interest in liaising with him and inviting him to view the draft plans at the office. 


Resolved: The Council reply to Mr Whiffing as stated above.
15/08
Arising from Min. 464/07 Affordable Housing, Beanacre:  Cllr. Holmes  asked where the affordable housing, mentioned in a recent copy of the Wiltshire Times, would be sited in Beanacre. Cllr Chivers informed that the proposed affordable housing site was at Beanacre Road, not Beanacre. The GEC development included land for affordable housing and a Housing Association grant was being obtained. The Council noted this information.

16/08
Arising from Min.465/07 Rail Services Network: Resolved: The Parish Council sign the web petition for improved rail services at Melksham.
17/08
Arising from Min. 469/07 Land at Whitley Golf Club: Resolved: It was agreed to seek confirmation as to whether the Golf Club was up for sale. 

18/08
Planning Applications: The following planning applications were considered:


MW08/013661 Knorr-Bremse Rail System (UK) Ltd, Westinghouse Way, Hampton Park East, Bowerhill. Proposed construction of store building, construction of wash-down building, formation of temporary vehicle park (cars and commercial vehicles) Revised plans 
Comments:  The Council welcomes the revised plans, subject to materials being in keeping with the existing build.

There were no objections to the following planning application:-
MW08/01413 Mr & Mrs Smuter, 44a Westlands Lane, Beanacre, SN12 7QE

Proposed single storey extension.

19/08
Planning Correspondence:

(i) Leisure and Recreation DPD: The Council noted that the DPD  Examination would take place from 15th July and the Inspector had forwarded a list of questions for participants to consider.  Cllr. Wood agreed to represent the Council, assisted by Cllr. Brindle. The Clerk reported that she had asked the Programme Officer Ian Kemp if two persons could represent the Council and he had informed that while there was only one seat per organisation at the table, representatives could “hot-seat” as they wished. Cllr. Baines reported that he would be attending as an individual representative. 

   Resolved: The Council set up a Working Party to prepare for the Inquiry, comprising Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Cllrs. Alan Baines, Rolf Brindle, Mike Sankey and John Glover, if he was available.  The Working Party would meet at Crown Chambers on  Monday 9th June at 7.00 p.m.

(ii) Development of George Ward Site – Appeal Hearing: The Council noted that an Inquiry would take place on 29th July at West Wiltshire District Council, 10.00 a.m. and three days had been allocated for the proceedings.
              (iii) MW07 03597 Appeal: The Council noted that an Appeal had been lodged for a dwelling at Livery Yard, New Road. 


Resolved: The Council object to the Appeal and submit the same comments as for the planning application.

20/08
Minutes, Council Meeting, 21st April: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendment:


Min. 456/07 (ii) Lines 6 -7. Delete “ Cllr. Wood reported that he had tried..”. Insert

“Cllr Bean reported that her husband had tried”
21/08
Arising from Min. 429/07 Casual Vacancy: As no request had been received for an election, the Council was now able to co-opt. It was agreed to advertise the vacancy in the next issue of the Melksham News and invite interested persons to make a written application for consideration at the next Meeting. Cllr. Chivers proposed the Council also invite applicants to attend the next Meeting. This was agreed.


Resolved: The Council advertise the vacancy in the Melksham News.

22/08
Arising from Min. 434/07 Pharmacy application, Bowerhill: It was noted that although an application had been submitted for Bowerhill, no specific details about the location or the proposed premises had been given.  Many pharmacists submitted several outline applications  at various locations just to “test the water”, without necessarily following them through. If permission was given in principle the PCT then required a detailed application to be processed within six months and at this stage, more details were made available. Since the land had not yet been adopted at the proposed new Local Centre, it was unlikely a pharmacy would be able to locate there within the set timescale for implementation of an application. It was agreed to await further information from PCT. Cllr. Chivers  reported that at Holt, repeat prescriptions were collected daily from the superstore and then taken back by taxi from the Bradford on Avon pharmacy for distribution. A similar system could be considered for Bowerhill if the application was unsuccessful. 
23/08
Arising from Min. 439/07 Closure of BT phone boxes: A paper was received from West Wiltshire District Council to invite comment on a proposal to close the telephone box at Corsham Road in Whitley. Only two calls had been made from this telephone during the past year. Cllr. Chivers emphasised that it was difficult to use a card only box. BT had no maintenance costs as the telephone box had not been cleaned for years. Some homes in Eden Grove were without a telephone and not everybody had a mobile. Cllr. Mills emphasised that the closure of rural phone boxes was yet another blow to rural communities. There needed to be a phone box in close proximity to Shaw Play Area, in case of accidents. 

Resolved: The Council reply to strongly object to the removal of the Corsham Road telephone box, and ask what the economic justification was and when it was last cleaned, since the box was never maintained. 

24/08
Arising from Min. 438/07 Melksham Hospital Deeds: The Clerk reported that Melksham League of Friends had replied to confirm they would pay £50, or more if necessary to obtain a copy of the Deeds. Melksham Town Council was discussing the request on that evening. Cllr. Chivers  proposed that the Council pay half the cost (£75) if the Town Council declined to share costs. This was agreed.

25/08
Arising from Min. 443/07 Use of Consultant for Melksham 1st’s change of role to Community Partnership: The Clerk reported that the County and District Council had now agreed to jointly fund a Consultant. There was concern about the proposed new structures as local councils had no voting rights on the new Area Boards or Partnerships, Cllr. Brindle  expressed concern  that the diagram of possible new arrangements showed Melksham 1st as a separate Development Trust,  quite apart from the Community Area Partnership, instead of being at the heart of the Partnership. Local groups should be working together rather than apart.  He was also concerned about the lack of  rural representation, with the Melksham Area Board having 3 Unitary councillors  to represent town interests and only 2 Unitary Councillors for the rural areas. A lot of responsibility was being placed in the hands of a few people.  If politics interfered and the majority were from a different political party to the rural representatives, rural areas could end up with nothing. . It was unclear what each part of the structure would be doing. Would parish councils have a say in planning in the future? It seemed area boards would be dealing with this topic. There were issues about funding. At present rural councils had only enough funds to finance one or two members of staff, so services could not be devolved unless sufficient funding was given. It was worrying that the local budget could be allocated in one go, by one or two councillors.  Cllr. Chivers reported that the proposed structure still had to be approved by the Boundary Commission. He advised the Parish Council to seriously consider which services they would like to see devolved,  e.g. public open space and car parks, and ask for them.

Resolved: The Council take up concerns about the new structures  with the County Council.

26/08
Arising from Min.455/07 New Seat, Beanacre: Reply received from Wiltshire County Highways to confirm approval for the site of the new seat, subject to the work being done by a person who was trained in accordance with the Street Works Act. Cllr. Baines reported that the seat did not require a base and he proposed the Council inform the adjacent property owners, Mr and Mrs Cleverley of the Council’s intention to install a new seat. This was agreed.

Resolved: The Council contact residents next to the site and seek a quotation from the District Council to install the new seat.

27/08
Arising from Min. 455/07 New Seat, Eden Grove, Whitley: The Clerk sought clarification re where the new seat should be sited. Cllr. Chivers protested that he had not been able to attend the last Council meeting, to oppose having a new seat at the entrance to Eden Grove, because his Agenda had not arrived in time. He would seek legal redress if the seat was placed at this location.  He emphasised that an elderly resident living near the Eden Grove junction had  suffered a great deal from hooligan behaviour and was very afraid a new seat near her property would cause problems again. Following discussion it was agreed to write to West Wiltshire Housing Association to ask if a seat could be sited temporarily on part of their land in Eden Grove which was allocated for housing in the future.

Resolved: The Council contact the Housing Association and report back to the next Council Meeting.

28/08
Arising from Min. 456/07 Unitary Authority – delegation of powers to local councils:


 The Chairman  reported that a Parish Forum had been arranged at the District Council offices to discuss delegation of powers to local councils and two places had been booked for councillors to attend.  It was agreed that the two places be allocated for the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to attend. Cllr. Brindle expressed interest in attending as well.


Resolved: The Council ask if Cllr. Brindle could also attend to represent the Council.

29/08
Arising from Min. 458/07 New mower: Resolved: The Council purchase a Victus VSS48H135 46cm Self-propelled Mower from Screwfix at a cost of £255.31 + VAT
30/08
Notice Board at Melksham Market Place: The Clerk reported that she had spoken with the Town Clerk who had informed that the Town Council was still intending to have an area for notice boards in the Market Place when it was refurbished. Cllr. Brindle proposed the Council ask if a Parish Board could be placed on the Assembly Hall wall, as a temporary measure. This was agreed. The Chairman offered to approach Sainsburys  as well to ask if notices could be erected on their community board. This was agreed

Resolved: The Council contact Melksham Town Council and Sainsburys, as detailed above.

31/08
Shaw Hill Footpath between A365 and The Beeches:  The Clerk confirmed that  the Caution against First Registration for this right of way had been successfully registered with the Land Registry.

32/08
(a) Beanacre Play Area Lease: The Clerk reported that a Land Transaction Return had for the new Lease now been received from the Inland Revenue. The Council Solicitor had requested details of the proposed right of way for machinery access from Beanacre Church car park to the double gate in the Play Area field, so that he could prepare the Lease Variation document.  It was agreed to send him a map.
              (b) Play Area Safety – new signs: The Council noted the Play Area Inspection reports for Shaw and Beanacre. New safety signs were required, as follows:


Shaw Play Area – Updated Accident and Emergency Sign


Beanacre Play Area – New Accident and Emergency Sign


                                -  No dogs except Guide Dogs sign

                                              -   Say No to Strangers Triangle


It was agreed to await the outcome of the Council’s objection re the removal of the telephone box before going ahead with the updated sign for Shaw Play Area


Resolved: Quotations be sought so that these signs could be purchased and erected as soon as possible.
33/08    General Correspondence for action

a) WALC County Circular May 2008 with enclosures: The Council noted that the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 Section 76 inserted s16A  into the Local Government Act 1972 to enable a parish council to appoint persons to be councillors subject to regulations set by the Secretary of State. There was concern that this power could be misused by councils for political purposes.

      It was also noted that Secretary of State could now make an order prescribing conditions to be met by an eligible parish council who wished to promote the power of well being under Section 2 of the Local Government Act 2000.
b) Victorian Droc at The Spa: Replies were received from a) Wiltshire County Council  and b) Wessex Water to inform that responsibility rested with the property owners as riparian owners.  c) Environment Agency to advise that as the droc was not a main river matter, advice should be sought from the District Council and d) Wessex Water. It was agreed to forward copies of these replies to the residents who had raised this matter at the Annual Parish Meeting.
      Resolved: The Council forward copies of correspondence to concerned residents.
c) Wiltshire & Swindon Draft Waste Core Strategy: The Council noted a letter of explanation from WCC in answer to the concerns raised by the Council.

d) Heritage Mill Wheel, Bowerhill: Quotations for refurbishing the Heritage  Wheel were considered.
Resolved: The Council accept in principle a quotation from Andy Coutts for labour and materials for this work £280 and arrange to meet Mr Coutts on site.

e) WCC Mobile Library Service –consultation. The Council noted that comments were requested by 25th July

f) Annual Civic Service: It was noted that the Annual Civic Service would be held on 22nd June at St Michael’s Church, Melksham at 2.30 p.m., followed by refreshments at the Assembly Hall. All Councillors were invited to join Town Councillors outside the Town Hall at 2.15 p.m. The following persons agreed to attend to represent the Council: Cllr and Mrs Mills, Cllr Alan Baines, Cllr. Terry Chivers and the Clerk  
g) Halifax Road, Bowerhill – condition of carriageway: The Council noted a copy letter sent from WCC to resident Mrs Harris to inform that while the road was being monitored there were insufficient funds during the current financial year to re-surface it. The Chairman reported that the road surfacing at Mitchell Drive and Barnes Wallis Close was extremely poor and needed to be stripped and re-done. The state of road surfacing was the main topic for complaints at the Residents’ Association AGM. Cllr. Chivers reported the County Highways Dept was suffering from year and years of underinvestment. It was agreed to write in support of Mrs Harris’ complaint and to advise residents to pass on their concerns to "Clarence."
34/08
General Correspondence for information


The Council noted the following correspondence:

a) CPRE – Invitation to AGM on 4th June & Annual Report
b) CPRE – letter re the proposed Westbury Bypass

c) Melksham Rail Services – copy letter from Cllr. Glover to Dept of Transport
d) Letter from WWDC re fly-tipping

e) Commons – letter from the Open Spaces Society

f) Details of the WWDC Design Awards Scheme 2008

Meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

Chairman, 16th June 2008 
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