
MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 23rd April 2007 at Crown Chambers, 7 Market Place, Melksham at 7.00 p.m.


Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chairman); Cllrs. Alan Baines;Elizabethe Bean; Rolf Brindle; Gregory Coombes; Ruth Gillings. John Glover; Chris Holmes; Don Millard; Pat Nicol and Mike Sankey. 


Cllr Steve Petty arrived at 7.20 p.m. Cllr. Richard Wood arrived at 8.45 p.m. 


Apologies: Cllr. Petty and  Cllr.Wood had sent apologies that they would be arriving late.

383/06
Chairman’s thanks: The Chairman welcomed everyone to the last Council Meeting of the present Council. He expressed his thanks and appreciation to all the councillors for all their hard work over the last four years.
384/06
Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Ruth Gillings declared an interest in the Planning Appeal for 32A Westlands Lane, as a neighbour and in the Informal Joint Meeting re the new school at Woolmore Farm as a Governor of George Ward School.


Cllr. John Glover declared an interest in the proposed tree-planting scheme behind Wellington Drive, Bowerhill as an occupant of Wellington Drive. Cllr.Gregory Coombes again declared an interest in correspondence mentioned in the Minutes  relating to MW07 01004, as an acquaintance of the applicant.

385/06
Public Participation: No members of the public attended the meeting and no matters were raised.

386/06
Dates of Council and Committee Meetings 2007/08: The Clerk presented a list of draft dates for 2007/08, and asked for members to contact her if there were any problems. The dates were as follows: 


Council Meetings:  2007:- 18th June; 23rd July; 10th September;22nd October;10th December. 2008:-  21st January, 25th February, 17th March (Annual Parish Meeting); 21st April; 19th May.

                 Finance Committee Meetings:  2007  4th June; 19th November

                 Planning Committees  2007:- 4th June; 13th August; 1st October. 2008:- 7th January; 5th February; 7th April.

                Staffing Committees:  2007  9th July;  2008  7th January.

387/06
Minutes, Planning Committee Meeting, 15th March: Resolved: These Minutes be approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record with the following amendment:


Min.  364/06 PA MW07 00763. Line 4:  Amend  “80A” to “180A”

388/06
Planning Committee 15th March - recommendations:  Resolved: The recommendations as detailed in Mins. 364/06 – 365/06 be formally approved by the Council.

389/06
Minutes, Planning Committee Meeting, 12th April: Resolved: These Minutes be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

390/06
Arising from Min. 381/06 MW06 01879 Gompels Healthcare Industrial Development: The Chairman emphasised that a Lighting Plan was needed for this development. Residents in Duxford Close had already been adversely affected by lighting from the Knorr Bremse Development and were very concerned that bright lighting should not be used around the new Gompels building. There had been a lot of complaints about the close proximity of the new warehouse to homes. The distance between the security fence and the back garden was only 34 ins. No explanation had been given to date on why the adjacent site of the old railway line had been cleared of all vegetation. It appeared this land was owned by a relative of Mr Gompel.

391/06
Planning Committee recommendations, 12th April:  Resolved: The recommendations as detailed in Mins. 381/06 – 382/06 be formally approved by the Council.

392/06      Planning Applications

The following planning applications were considered by the Council:

MW07 00974  Dr C. Morley, 12 Shaw Hill, Shaw, Melksham, Wilts.. Proposed addition of 3 dormers + one garden room.  

Comments:-  The Council would just like to draw attention to the fact that if the occupants are intending to use the roof of the garden room, they may cause a problem by overlooking their neighbours.

07 00439  Sandridge Road, Melksham, Wilts SN12 7QW. (Melksham Town application) re proposed development of houses and flats.

Comments:-  The Council would reiterate their previous comments ( copy attached) ) and would emphasise  most strongly that the established hedgerow should be not be removed but fully  retained.  They would again emphasize that the entrance should not be onto the main A3102  but should be through new development.

There were no objections to the following application:-

MW07 01255  Mr & Mrs J. Catchpole, Whitley Coach House, Top Lane, Whitley, Melksham, SN12 8QL. .   Proposed removal conservatory and replace with garden room.

393/06
 Planning Correspondence 
                 Appeal re MW06 01434  71 School Lane Shaw - Annexe:  The Council noted that this Appeal had been dismissed.
394/06
Finance

a) Local Councils Conference London 26th – 27th April: The Clerk  requested permission to attend the forthcoming Larger Local Councils Conference in London. This was agreed.

Resolved: The Clerk attend the Conference at a cost of £330 + VAT.

b) Accounts for payment: Cllr Millard queried the amount being spent on postage. The Clerk  reported the overall postage amount for 2006/07 was less than the previous year. Cllr. Coombes drew attention to the fact that the Council re-used envelopes. The Chairman encouraged councillors to pop into the office and pick up posts, when possible. Cllr. Baines emphasised that some meeting items had to be sent by post to meet legal notification requirements.

Resolved: The following accounts were then  checked and approved for payment

2849 *Elaine Cranton – cleaning, March 2007 (re-issued cheque 

                                     to replace cheque no. 2843 lost in post)                     £66. 00
      * Paid since last Meeting
The following accounts are presented for payment:-
2850    MSK Test Pro Ltd – Building Insurance, Crown Chambers 2007/08    £728. 75   

2851    Beanacre Builders –  bus shelter, Beanacre  £2,430 + VAT                £2,853. 25

2852    Commercial Ltd – photocopies                                                                 £86. 32

2853    Countrywide Farmers Ltd – maintenance materials    £19. 54 + VAT     £22. 96

2854    Leekes – Maintenance materials         £28 + VAT                                    £32. 88

2855   Wiltshire Publication Ltd – Grant Aid advert  £41. 60 + VAT                  £48. 88

2856    BT – telephone bill and rental April – June 07  £94. 86 + VAT             £111. 86

2857     Bowerhill Villager – Council Advert April  07 – March 08                    £65. 00
2858    Lock-It Shop – 2 Smoke Detectors £16.12 + VAT                                   £18. 91

2859    Communities & Local Government – Fire Safety Assessment Book         12. 00

2860    Avery Weigh-Tronix –Postal rate card            £7 + VAT                           £7. 24

2861     Soc. Local Council Clerks

                                          – Training Conference (2 days) £330 + VAT           £387. 75 

2862     St Barnabas Church – Play Area Lease 2006/07                                     £10. 00     

2863     Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – salary                                                                                                                       

2864     Mrs Jill Butler – salary 8/3/07 – 12/4/07 (24 hrs)                                           

2865     Mrs Elaine Cranton – office cleaning (Mch07) (3 wks half-pay)           

2866     Cancelled cheque 

2867      Mrs Mary Jarvis – salary (incl o/time 4.5 hrs)                                               

2868     WCC Superannuation Scheme – Employer/ee Jarvis                          
2869      Inland Revenue – Tax/NI Employer/ee Jarvis, Mylchreest                
2870  
 Post Office Counters – postage                                                              £100. 00

2871      Mr Gordon Peters –salary 15/3 -26/307(24hrs) + travel £14                




c) Kestrel Court Play Area: A letter was received from WWDC Community Co-Ordinator to request the release of £2,000 fund reserved by the Council for refurbishment of the new Play Area at Kestrel Court. This was agreed

Resolved: A cheque in the sum of £2,000 be forwarded to West Wiltshire District Council.

395/06
Accident at Shaw Play Area: The Clerk reported that a parent had reported on 23rd April that her son had fallen off the monkey bars on the Over-sevens item of equipment had had damaged his left upper arm and elbow. She had notified Dave Brooks , the WWDC Play Area Manager who had agreed to inspect and make a report on this item of equipment the following day (24th April.) 

Resolved: 1. The Council contact Gordon Peters, the Caretaker and instruct him to take the Play Equipment item out of service with immediate effect until it had been inspected by the Play Area Manager. 2. The Council notify the Health and Safety Executive of this accident.

396/06
Minutes, full Council Meeting 26th February 2007: Resolved: These Minutes be approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record with the following amendment:


Min. 358/06 Line 8 Amend “£2800”  to “£28,000”.

397/06
Arising from Min. 352/06 Parish Speeding – Semington Road: The Council noted a further copy letter from resident Mr Cook about the inadequacy of the present traffic-calming measures in Semington Road and speeding date supplied by the Police Traffic Department.  The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wood felt there may be a speeding problem at his end of the road.  Other councillors felt the problems were no worse than in other areas. It was noted  that hump cushions generally caused hazard to motorbikes. Cllr. Petty  reported that the cushions outside of The Pilot Bowerhill were out of line and at the school they were all on the same side of the road. The Clerk advised that a site meeting with County Highways at Semington Road may prove helpful 

398/06
Arising from Min. 353/06 Tree-planting Scheme, Bowerhill: The Council considered a proposed tree-planting scheme for Bowerhill which had been designed and costed by the District Council. It was noted that the total cost including supply, planting and maintenance for one year was £2,212. 25. This cost would be reduced if volunteers could be found to help with the planting. 


Resolved: 1.  The Council accept the Scheme including the provision for District Council maintenance and apply to the Town Council for a grant to carry out this work. 2. The Council approach the Bowerhill Action Group for help in finding volunteers who could help with the planting.

399/06
Arising from Min. 354/06  RAF Stone – Dedication Service: The Chairman reported that the RAF Association was arranging a Dedication Service for the new Stone which would be held at 11.00 a.m. on Saturday 12th May and councillors would be welcome to attend.  Following the service, refreshments would be served at The Pilot.

400/06 
Arising from Min. 357/06 (c)  WWDC Proposed Dog Control Orders:  The Council noted a reply from WWDC Principal Environmental Health Officer Graham Steady to give details of how the Dog Orders would be applied to open spaces. It was noted that most, if not all public sports fields were included, except for school playing fields not open to the public. Cllr. Glover emphasised that the  playing fields at the new school site at Woolmore Farm would be open to the public and so needed to be included.


Resolved: The Council reply to ask that the new school playing fields be covered by the proposed new Dog Control Orders.

401/06
Notes of Informal Meeting  14th March re Shaw and Whitley Bus Stops: The Chairman, Cllr. Mills and Cllr. Bean confirmed that the notes of this Meeting were correct.  

402/06     14th March Meeting – recommendations:  Resolved: The recommendations as detailed in Mins. 360/06 – 361/06 be formally approved by the Council 

403/06     Arising from Min. 360/06 Church Farm Lay-by: Cllr. Baines reported that although this lay-by was not part of the highway,  WCC Officer Nigel Bruce-Robertson had arranged for some scalpings to be put down to improve the surface.

404/06
Arising from Min. 360/06 Report from Mouchel Parkman: It was agreed to contact Mouchel Parkman again to find out whether a report was yet available.

405/06
Arising from Min. 361/06  Bus shelters, Shaw and Whitley: The Chairman advised that the problem re whether bus shelters should be erected in Shaw and Whitley had not yet been resolved. He recommended that the Council carry out a community survey to ascertain a) if residents still wanted to have shelters in Shaw and Whitley and b) if so, to list favoured sites in order of priority. Cllr. Brindle reported that Ringway Parkman was planning further improvements on X72 Route and so could be persuaded to consider the question of shelters again. Cllr. Coombes emphasised that a shelter was not favoured in Corsham Road. Cllr. Bean proposed that the Council involve the Shaw and Whitley Action Group in helping with the survey. This was agreed


Resolved: This item be placed on the June Council Meeting Agenda for further consideration.

406/06
Minutes, short Council Meeting, 19th March: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

407/06
Arising from Min.369/06 (b) Unitary Council for Wiltshire. Cllr Holmes expressed concern that if the WCC Presentation to Council took place after May there may be insufficient time to respond to the government Consultation on this issue. It was noted that the closing date for consultation would be in July. An informal session had been arranged at WWDC Offices on  24th May for councillors to ask questions about the proposals. Cllr. Brindle expressed concern that unless the Area Boards were elected tey would become quangoes.

408/06
New School, Woolmore Farm – Joint Councils Meeting, 22nd March: The Council reviewed the Minutes prepared by Melksham Town Council. It was noted that Cllr. Elizabethe Bean attended and Cllr. Gillings gave apologies, not the other way round as indicated in the Minutes. With this amendment, the Minutes were then approved as a correct record.

409/06
Arising from Min. 3(I) and Questions (Page 4) Pupil Access to new school: Concern was again expressed that access roads to the new school would become intolerably congested. Cllr. Petty emphasised that there had been problems with congestion for over 60 years – it was just being moved to another part of town.Cllr. Glover reported that under the terms of the new East of Melksham development, a bus service was should be financed and provided by developers and this could be re-routed to go via the new school. It was noted that existing bus services were already subsidised. Cllr. Baines noted that a WCC Officer reply to a question referred to the relocation of sports pitches as an option although the Parish Council had been informed this would definitely happen. The Council agreed to await receipt of the planning application for the new school, prior to submitting any more comments.

410/06
Minutes, Office Accommodation Working Party, 2nd April: Resolved. The Minutes of this Meeting be approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. There were no matters arising
411/06
2nd April Office Working Party Recommendations:  Cllr. Petty proposed, seconded by Cllr. Millard  that the recommendations of the Working Party be deferred on grounds that the options had not been costed properly and some wheel-chair users would be unable to use a stair lift. He reported that a Meeting was being held at the Independent Living Centre on 25th May , organised by Mr Brian Warwick on behalf of Mobilise and Council representatives needed to attend to be correctly informed about the Council’s  legal responsibilities to produce a Disability Equality Scheme. .  He felt the West Wilts. Access Group had been wrongly informed.  The Clerk advised that the Council had not been invited to this meeting and asked if it was intended for all local councils. Considerable research had already been done on the stair-lift options. Cllr. Holmes suggested the Council contact the Honorary Secretary of WALC to see if local councils had been invited.  Cllr Glover asked members to realistically face the question of where the Council could move to, if they left Crown Chambers. No other suitable premises had been identified. Cllr. Coombes  referred to the fact that there would always be a small proportion of disabled persons who could not use stair lifts. It was noted the Chairman and Cllr. Brindle had visited the Independent Living Centre for advice on stair lifts .Cllr. Baines pointed out that the recommendations included  a proposal in Min. 375/06  for the Annual Council to be held at the Rachel Fowler Centre, if a disabled councillor (s) joined the Council in May. If the motion was supported, the Council may have nowhere to meet for the Annual Council.  This motion was then withdrawn.


Cllr Petty then proposed, seconded by Cllr. Millard that the Council defer acceptance of the Working party recommendations, except for Min. 375/06 until 18th June.  The Chairman reported that the Fire Officer had recently carried out an audit and required MSK Test ProLtd to bring the building up to current regulation standards. The current external fire escape was out of date and thus with only one working exit for all building users, a central alarm system could prove too expensive for either MSK or the Council to remain there. However another option was  to fit a new external fire escape, with an emergency fire gate in the back yard fence, leading out to the Crown House premises. This option would cost about £2,000 and the Clerk was liaising with Crown House to see if this was acceptable. Cllr. Holmes emphasised that if the Council moved to another location it would still face the same problems of meeting new Fire and Disability regulations. The Clerk advised  the Council not to install a stair –lift until the fire safety issue was resolved.  Following further debate, the motion to defer the recommendations except for Min. 375/06  was then put to the vote. The motion was defeated by 10 votes to two. Cllrs. Petty and Millard voted for the motion and all other councillors present voted against the motion.


Cllr. Richard Wood attended the Meeting at this point.

Resolved  1. Cllr. Baines then proposed, seconded  by Cllr Brindle that the Council accept the recommendations  in principle as detailed in the Mins. 374/06 – 375/06 of the Working Party Meeting, not to move or purchase another property but to stay  at Crown Chambers  and adapt the premises with a stair-lift  to comply with DDA requirements but  that the Council consider the quotations for a stair-lift subject to the issue re compliance with fire regulations being resolved.  This motion was carried by ten votes to two, with Cllr. Petty Cllr Millard and Cllr Wood abstaining from the vote. Cllr. Richard Wood abstained from this vote, on advice from Cllr. Glover, as he had not been present at the debate

  2. It was further agreed to obtain another estimate for a stair lift together with estimates for a holding platform, external fire escapes and estimates for adaptation of toilet facilities for disabled use. 

3. It was further agreed to re-examine the options to move or purchase  if the building could not be upgraded to meet current fire regulations. 

412/06
PAT testing of Electrical Equipment: The Council considered quotations which had been received.


Resolved: The Council accept a quotation from Southern Electric in the sum of £22.50 for 15 items.

413/06
Minutes, Sports Field Working Party. 2nd April:  Resolved These Minutes be approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record with the following amendment:

Min. 377/06  Pavilion Building – General Requirements  Section l Delete “PVC” to read “Windows made of sustainable hardwoods with secondary glazing”

414/06
Arising from Min. 377/06 Pavilion Valuation: The Chairman reported that the changing rooms had now been re-painted and looked very good. There was just one room left to paint.  He had been contacted by several Football team leaders who reported they had been informed tat Winter 2007 would be the last season they would be able to play on the Bowerhill pitches. Teams were extremely concerned about this as they had nowhere else to go.


Resolved: The Parish Council take up this matter on behalf of the teams with the District Council Pitch Manager and find out if WWDC would still be cutting the grass after 2007 season. 

415/06
Youth Matters

a) Youth Funding – utilisation of Melksham First: Cllr. Glover proposed the Council formally approach the Youth Team of Melksham First to ask them to bring together all teams and interested parties into one Group who would then be able to access larger grants for the benefit of the Melksham area as a whole. This was agreed.  The Clerk advised that the user groups of Bowerhill Sports Field also needed to create their own identity  and became a viable Sports Group which could participate in future  Sports Field decisions.


Resolved: The Council write to Melksham First in support of this initiative.


b) Youth Strategy: A letter was received from West Wiltshire District Council to explain a Strategy had been developed so that WWDC could apply for lottery funding. Comments were invited.  £240,000 had been ring-fenced for WWDC and the initial plan was to create an “Active Play Environment” in each of the five towns. The Council agreed that District Council maintenance of future rural play areas continued to be vitally important and that the Strategy should be based on the five community areas  as a whole rather than just on the towns.


Resolved: The Council reply with these comments. 


c) Youth Club, Shaw and Whitley: The Council noted a report from the Trustees of Whitley Reading Rooms expressing concern about the unsuitability of these premises for a youth club. The Reading Rooms lacked the necessary storage and there were considerable tensions due to serious problems with vandalism and poor youth behaviour last year.Alot of work had gone into upgrading the Reading Rooms. It was noted that the Melksham First Youth Issues group had met on 18th April and a Shaw and Whitley Meeting had provisionally been organised to take place in Shaw Village Hall on 21st May. 

                 Resolved: The Council forward a copy of the Trustees’ report to Melksham First, and ask that these views be brought to the attention of the next meeting. 2. The Council seek an informal meeting with the Whitley Reading Rooms trustees to discuss these views. 


416/06
General Correspondence for action:
a) WWDC Leisure and Recreational Development Plan- Preferred Options (Stage 2) Paper: The Council noted that comments were required by 11th May on draft policy wording. There was concern that this date was just after the may elections and did not give parish councils enough time to formulate views.

Resolved: The Council reply to request that this date be put back to give the new Councils time to read the document.

b) Wilts and Swindon Minerals and Waste Development documents – future consultation: Letter received from WCC to ask the Council to state how it wished to be consulted in the future.

Resolved: It was agreed to request that the Council be notified when  consultation documents were available on the web   and that one hard office copy of each document be sent to the Parish Council. 

c) Parking and car sales on footways through Beanacre: The Council noted an anonymous letter from a Beanacre resident expressing concern about car selling from 63 Beanacre on the main road and car-parking over the footway, resulting in pedestrians having to walk along the very dangerous A350 road. The writer estimated that more than 250 cars had been sold from 63 Beanacre. The Council noted that the Highway Authority was responsible for the highway verges and pedestrian safety on footways and WWDC Planning Dept was responsible for illegal commercial activity. 

Resolved: It was agreed to pass on a copy of the letter to Wiltshire Constabulary, Wiltshire County Highways and West Wilts Planning Dept, asking that strong action be taken to stop these activities ; the Planning Dept to be asked to take enforcement action re commercial car sales and County Highways to be asked to stop any parking over footways and footpaths.  It was further agreed to find out from WWDC Planning Dept how many cars could be legally sold from one property. 
d) Damage to Green Banks, Whitley Hill: Letter received from Mrs Mavis king of Atworth asking if the Parish Council could help with restoring the banks on Whitley Hill which had been churned up in the recent bad weather.

Resolved: The Council ask the Parish Steward to reinstate the damaged banks, and reply to Mrs King to let her know what action was being taken.

417/06
General Correspondence for information


The Council noted the following information : 
(i) Improvement & Development Agency Peer Report from WWDC
(ii) Information re West Wilts. Rail Users Group – the Council was very saddened to hear of the death of Gordon Dodge who had done so much for the Melksham Rail Development Group and rail services in West Wiltshire generally

(iii) WCC copy letter to Cllr. Chivers re surgery issues

(iv) Neighbourhood Policing – Copy report from Inspector Cullop
Meeting closed 10.15 pm 

Chairman 14th May 2007
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