
MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 23rd July 2007 at George Ward School Training Centre, 7.00.p.m.

Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chairman); Cllrs. Alan Baines; Elisabethe Bean;  Rolf Brindle; Ruth Gillings; Mike Sankey and Richard Wood. Cllr. Don Millard attended from 8.20 p.m.


Apologies: Cllrs.Terry Chivers; Jon Glover; Steve Petty. The Clerk reported that Cllr Don Millard had apologised he would be coming late. 

108/07
Postal Delays: The Chairman  reported that Cllr. Chivers had expressed concern that for the second month running he had not received his papers in time for the Meeting. The Clerk confirmed that the Minutes had been posted first-class before 3.00 p.m. on Monday 16th July.  Cllr. Baines reported that he had not received his papers until Friday 20th July. It was noted that 8 of the 12 posted papers had arrived on Wednesday but Cllr. Petty had also not received his papers until Friday. Cllr. Millard’s papers had arrived with a damaged envelope. 

Resolved: The Council write a letter of complaint to Royal Mail and send copies to Post Watch, local MPs, and County and District Councillors. 
109/07
Declarations of Interest: Cllrs. Elizabethe Bean, The Chairman, Mike  Mills and The Clerk declared an interest in copy correspondence relating to the last Council newsletter, received from Cllr. Chivers. Cllr. Gillings declared an interest in correspondence relating to development of the existing George Ward site, as a Governor of George Ward School and in PA07  02206 as an acquaintance of the applicant.

The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders for a period of public participation:
110/07
Public Participation

(i) Permanent Hall, Berryfield: Mrs Diane Pease, a member of the Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group asked for Council support to help the Berryfield community secure a permanent Village Hall. The temporary Hall was now well-used and more room was needed. The site was ideal as everyone knew it was there, there was good parking  and it was right next to the Play Park. District Cllr Richard Wiltshire had visited the site and agreed the hall was in a good location.  Cllr. Baines felt there was no other suitable site in Berryfield. 

(ii) Berryfield – other amenities: The Chairman asked Mrs Pease if any other facilities were needed in the area. He referred to the recent CPRE Report for the Best Kept Village Competition which suggested that Berryfield needed to be made more attractive. Mrs Pease  informed that she did not have as much contact with parents as the children but she would ask  people she knew for their comments. The Council agreed to forward a copy of the BKVC Report to her.

  (iii)
PA MW07  01596 Tennis Court at Sandridge Park House: Mr Darwell, the applicant reported that he had tried to follow the spirit of planning law in positioning the tennis court. The proposed location was within 20 yards of the main house and two sides were already screened with a hedge. It was well hidden from the main road and would have very little impact in terms of wildlife, noise and soil movement. The existing landscape would not be changed. He had spent a lot of time and effort in planting disease-free Elms and actively promoted wildlife and butterfly habitats.  It was just an accident of history that the garden was positioned where it was, but if the tennis court was to be placed on that side, it would be visible and look out of place. Please would the Council support the application.

Cllr. Coombes advised that it the application were refused and went to Appeal, it was better to go for an Inquiry, rather than a written appeal.


The Council re-convened.

111/07
Planning Committee Minutes, 9th July: The Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 9th July were approved by the Council and signed as a correct record by the Chairman

112/07
Arising from Min. 105/07 Development of Existing George Ward School Site: The Council noted copy letters received from Cllr. Chivers and from the newly formed Dunch Lane Liaison Group. Cllr. Baines proposed the Council await the formal planning application before submitting comments to the County Council. These proposed were contrary to the newly adopted District Local Plan. Other landowners in this area had not been able to have their land allocated for housing because policy stated that land west of the railway was poorly related to the town centre. There was an issue re the erosion of the buffer between Shaw and the town. Cllr. Wood emphasised that  plans to develop at Woolmore Farm were now so far down the line it would be difficult to change direction now. He proposed the Council welcome the contribution of the Liaison Group. It would be good to see the Training Centre building retained as a Community Centre if the development went ahead. 
113/07
Arising from Min.102/07 PA MW07 01307 T Mobile UK Ltd Base Station: 


It was unanimously agreed that this item be chaired by Cllr. Alan Baines, as the Council Chairman, Cllr. Mills  had declared an interest. 

The Clerk expressed concern that WWDC Planning Dept.  had not informed the Agent about the many local objections to the  mast site. The Agent had been very surprised to learn there had been almost 100 objections and could not understand why he had not been told.  When she had queried this with the Planning Officer, he had replied that it was not a WWDC Planning responsibility to make applicants aware of objections. This begged the question “Whose responsibility was it?”  She had since written to the WWDC Chief Executive Andrew Pate and had asked for a Meeting with him and local District Councillors to clarify planning concerns re the T Mobile site and Gompels site. It was noted that the official Planning Site Notice encouraged residents to make comments to the District Council, not the applicant.  Cllr Sankey  emphasised that residents now needed to be advised to copy any letters of objection to the applicant.

114/07       Arising from Min . 107/07 Garages at Halifax Road: The Chairman reported that he had attended the Planning Committee together with about 30 residents. The item was considered at 9.50 p.m. and following many objections, the Planning Committee had all voted against the application, except for one councillor who had abstained.  

115/07
MW07  03847 PFI Bid, Blenheim Park: It was noted that this application was being considered by the Planning Committee on 2nd August. The Council was pleased for the Chairman to go and support residents’ views against the application
116/07       Planning applications: The Council considered the following planning applications:-


MW07  01323  Jenkins, 71 School Lane, Shaw. Proposed development of annexe and garages


Comment: It appears that work has already begun on this development. There is concern that the garage is detached because the applicant intends to convert the garage into a separate dwelling in the future. Should permission be granted, there should be safeguards  to ensure that any future development of the garage is subject to a separate planning application. 

MW07  01596 Darwall, Sandridge Park House, Sandridge Park, Sandridge Common. Proposal to build a synthetic turf tennis court on parkland at the back of the houses, adjacent to the back garden


Comment: The Council supports the proposed site for the tennis court, especially as the applicant has indicated his willingness to allocate an equivalent amount of his garden (shown green in the plan)  for agricultural use. The site appears  visually unobtrusive, well landscaped and sensibly chosen.


MW07  02161 Hunt, 11b Shaw Hill, Shaw, Wilts. Proposed side extension and loft conversion with dormer windows


Comment: The Parish Council objects to the disproportionate size of this extension. The existing house is already very large. Windows will overlook the neighbouring property.


MW07 02265 Keen, Land to rear of 23/24 Beanacre. Proposed change of condition 13 from application 06/00420


Comment: The Council objects to the proposed change of condition as it allows for the unnecessary disfigurement of an existing Victorian dwelling.


There were no objections to the following planning applications:-


MW07  01814 Warren, Old Loves Farm, Bowerhill. Proposal to rebuild and a small extension/enlargement of existing private double garage.


MW07  02150 Dodd, 23 Sunderland Close, Bowerhill. Proposed single storey front lounge extension.


MW07  02206 Brown, 24 Sunderland Close, Bowerhill. Proposed single storey front and rear extensions.


MW07  02322 Styles, 587 Semington Road, Melksham. Proposed first floor extension.

117/07
Planning Correspondence


(i)   Rainbow Cottage, 11 Shaw Hill: The Council noted correspondence between Cllr. Chivers and the Planning Office which indicated alleged car sales had been investigated and the case had now been closed. The land upon which vehicles had been parked belonged to WCC and so the matter had also been referred to the Area Highways Office.     

(ii)  Mavern House, Shaw: The Council noted a copy letter received from WWDC to Mavern House to inform that a recently seeded strip of land would need planning permission to be incorporated into the garden. 

(iii) MW07 09010 Newts at Sahara Sandpit: The Council noted that as a result of previous concerns the applicant now had submitted an additional condition which ensured the receptor pond and habitat being proposed for the newts would be incorporated into the final restored landform. It was agreed this extra condition gave long-term protection for the newts.
Resolved: The Council reply to WCC to confirm that this condition 

      satisfied previous concerns. 
118/07
Council Meeting – 18th June – Minutes: Resolved: The Minutes of the full Council Meeting held on 18th June be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman, with the following amendment: 

Min. 64/07 Lines 1 and 2 Amend “West” to “East”.

119/07
Arising from Min. 54/07 Amendments to Standing Orders: Resolved: The following amendments be unanimously approved:


 a)      Paragraph 1: “Meetings of the Council shall normally be held at Crown Chambers  starting at  7.00 p.m. and finishing no later than 10.00 p.m. At the Council’s (or the Chairman’s) discretion meetings may be held elsewhere if there is an issue of local interest or if large numbers of residents are expected to attend”


 b)   Paragraph 11e  Delete sub paragraph  as   MWPC no longer appoints school 


        governors
                       c)    Paragraph 67   Change “sent” to “communicated” as emails are acceptable

                       d)    Paragraph 69   Change “within 48 hours of receiving it” to “as quickly as    possible  after receiving it”.
120/07
Arising from Min. 64/07 Police Representative for Melksham West Team: The Chairman reported that he was the official Council  representative for the Melksham East Team which covered Bowerhill. Another representative was needed for the Melksham West Team which covered Shaw and Whitley.  Cllr. Bean reported that she had attended the last Meeting as a Village Hall representative. Following discussion it emerged that the boundaries of the Teams were unclear. It was agreed to find out the boundaries of the teams and which team covered Beanacre, before electing a representative for Melksham West.


Resolved: The Council contact the Police Teams Officer to clarify the team boundaries.
121/07
Arising from Min. 64/07 Community 1st Safety Group: A paper was received from Colin Good hind to request support for some initiatives to improve confidence in the Police. These included ensuring business crime victims understood how prosecutions could be brought; making the public aware of when to use the 999 dial and how to report crimes online successfully and  generally improving facilities for contacting the Police. 

Resolved: The Council reply to express fully support for these initiatives.

122/07
Arising from Min. 65/07 Council Newsletter – reply from Electoral 
Commission:  The Council noted that Cllr. Chivers had referred the 
newsletter to the Electoral Commission who had confirmed that the 
newsletter  had not breached electoral law although it did not “sit easily” 
within the Local Authority Publicity Code of Recommended Practice. Cllr. 
Millard hoped Cllr. Chivers would be able to attend the next meeting to put 
forward his views. Cllr. Gillings expressed disappointment that this matter 
was being raised and emphasised the Council needed to pull together. 


Resolved: The Council welcome the fact that no rules had been breached 
and note the correspondence received.
123/07
Arising from Min.66/07 Safety Surfacing, Shaw Play Area: The Clerk 

reported she had contacted Community First who had advised that, as the 
application procedure for grant aid was complex it would be better to apply 
for larger amounts in excess of £15,000 such as a new Tower Unit. It was  
agreed that as WWDC  had already awarded £2,529 to toe Parish Council 
for resurfacing work, in the short –term the Council install all-weather 
surfacing 
over the old tiles, and long-term work in liaison with the local Action Group to 
raise funds for a complete new Tower Unit. 

Resolved: The Council accept the quotation from Play force  in the sum of £3,600 for all weather surfacing under the swing and tower units and contact   the Shaw and Whitley Action Group for help to obtain funds for a new Tower Unit.
124/07
Arising from Min. 67/07 Unitary Authority for Wiltshire: The Council 
noted that a Government  decision was due out any day.

125/07
Arising from Min. 81/07 Grant Aid: The Council noted thank-you letters 
received for grants.

126/07
Arising from Min. 84/07(iv) Youth Facilities Shaw and Whitley: Cllr. Bean reported she had attended two meetings Youth Issues Meetings held at Shaw Hall. Young people wanted their own Club but not at the Reading Rooms or Village Hall. Carolyn Beale, on behalf of Melksham 1st was keen to acquire a Library Van  to convert to a roving Youth facility for the villages. . Both hall facilities could be used for one-off speakers/events for the 8 – 10 year olds.  Some young people in Whitley were keen to revive the Football Club. It was noted that a youth shelter was wanted because it was unregulated, but there was no suitable site.  Cllr Sankey proposed the Council ask the Housing Association if one of the unused garages could be used. Cllr. Bean seconded this proposal.


Resolved: The Council write to the Housing Association to ask if an empty garage could be rented for use as a youth shelter.

127/07
Arising from Min. 84/07 (iv)  New Seat for Whitley: Cllr. Brindle reported that the Whitley community was asking for a new seat on the area of land at the end of Eden Grove. It  was agreed to seek permission from the landowner for a seat to be placed 3 – 4 metres back from  the main Top Lane. 

Resolved: The Council support the installation of a new seat at Eden Grove, Whitley and seek permission from the landowner and quotations for the purchase and installation of a new seat.
128/07
Finance 

(i)  Receipts: The Council noted the following receipts:
                         17th July  Allotment rents                                                                     £7. 37


(ii) Accounts for payment: The following accounts were checked and  approved for payment: 
:


 2942  *DAC Stationery  Fax & computer cartridges £76 01 + VAT        £89. 31


       2943  * Post Office Counters – postages                                                 £100. 00


       2944  *DAPTC  Quality Councils Training Seminar  (Margaret)             £15. 00
                   * Paid since last Meeting

       2945   Allianz Cornhill Ltd – Additional Insurance premium                 £106. 95


       2946   Consortium – stationery (Invoices -6590388 & 6590684) 
                                                                                                     £121. 64 + VAT     £142. 80


        2947   BT Telephone bill & rental  £101. 24 + VAT                             £116. 01


        2948   Countrywide Farmers Ltd 
                                                     – maintenance materials £13. 58 + VAT                 £15. 96

        2949   Wessex Water – Berryfield Allotments 3012/06 -11/06/07        £105. 07


        2950   Leekes – maintenance materials £9.95 + VAT                              £11. 69


         2951   Commercial Ltd 
                                       –  photocopier 6090 copies @ 1.094p £66. 62 + VAT          £78. 28


         2952   Rachel Fowler Centre – Hire of rooms                                         £45. 00


         2953    Local Council Review  Subscription – ( 4 copies per annum)    £48. 00

                     2954    Kennet & Avon Canal Trust – annual subscription                     £25. 00


         2955    Community First – Annual Subscription ( balance due)             £17. 00


         2956    Ms Jo Redding – 3 hrs. minute taking + hol pay 2006/07           

         2957    Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – July salary                                    

          2958    Mrs Elaine Cranton – cleaning June ( incl. 2 wks sick pay       

         2959    Mrs Jill Butler: Salary 14/6- 12/7/07 23.5 hrs, hol pay 06/07  

         2960    Mrs Mary Jarvis – July salary,course expenses &  cartridge  

         2961    Gordon Peters – Salary 11/6/07 – 18/7/07 (104 hrs) + hol pay 
                               (21.36 hrs) + expenses (£11.07 + VAT) + travel ( £66.15)         
                    2962    WCC Superannuation – employer/ee Jarvis                               £398. 89


        2963   Inland Revenue Tax/NI employer/ee Jarvis, Mylchreest,Peters  £608. 53

129/07
 Staffing Committee Minutes, 2nd July: Resolved: The Minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting be  approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendment:


Min. 99/07 Lines 4 and 6. Amend “Berry” to “Barry”
130/07
Arising from Min. 98/07 New Parish Caretaker: The Clerk  reported there had been 9 enquiries as a result of the advertisement in The Melksham News. Cllr. Sankey  advised that it was correct to refer to a job involving  “heavy lifting” rather than saying  the applicant needed to be  “ physically fit”. This was noted.   
131/07
 Arising from Min. 97/07 Separate Financial Officer: Following discussion it was agreed that the Council should advertise for a Finance Assistant, rather than a Finance Officer. It was agreed that interviews would take place in early September. 
132/07
Staffing Committee Recommendations: Resolved: The recommendations, as detailed in Mins. 96/07 – 100/07 be  approved by the Council and signed as a correct record by the Chairman with the following amendment:


 Min. 97/07  The recommendation is amended to read  “ The Council advertise  for a Financial Assistant, as detailed above…"
133/07    Minutes, Sports Field Working Party, 2nd July: Resolved: The Minutes of the Sports Field Working Party be approved by the Council and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.

134/07     Arising from Min. 91/07 New Pavilion – professional plans: The Clerk reported that the well-known retired Architect Aubrey Winter had agreed to draw up a draft plan for the Parish Council. This had now been done and a further Meeting of the Working Party was needed to review the Plan. It was agreed that the Working Party meet on Wednesday 1st August,  at Crown Chambers. Cllr. Bean reported that Shaw Village Hall was keen to have better changing facilities.


Resolved: The next Sports Field Working Party take place on Wednesday 1st August at Crown Chambers. 

135/07
Melksham Hospital – the future: Cllr. Bean expressed grave concern at the pending closure of beds at Melksham Hospital. Why had this been allowed to happen when the town was scheduled to have at least another 1,000 houses built? Nobody in the community supported the proposal.  The Hospital Minor Injury Unit had proved invaluable for young families who often could not afford to travel 10 miles to go to another town. The Clerk  reported that plans had been muted to use Melksham Hospital for mental health beds, but this proposal had not been finalised. She had obtained a copy of the PCT Board Minutes of  January 2007 when the decision to close beds had been ratified. It was noted that the new Prime Minister Gordon Brown had suggested that community hospitals should be retained. However the PCT was still pursuing its plan to close all the beds in September. The Council agreed to fight these proposals and write strong letters of objection to the MPs, the new Health Minister Alan Johnson and Minister Patricia Hewitt. 


 Resolved: The Melksham Without Parish Council write to the new Health Minister to strongly object  to the current PCT proposals for Melksham Hospital and to ask that proposals be independently assessed. The Council emphasise that the community wishes to see some general beds and the minor injury unit being retained. 
136/07
Bus Shelter and Stops at Shaw and Whitley: The Council considered how best to survey all the Shaw and Whitley residents to clarify their views on whether any further bus shelters or bus stops were needed. It was agreed to insert a letter into the Village Voice with a tear off slip/envelope to be returned to the Post Office or Council Office. The letter would ask residents to indicate a priority list for any proposed shelters as the Council would not have the finances to build several shelters in one financial year. A Schedule would then be drawn up for future use.

Resolved: The Council carry out a survey as detailed above via the next issue of The Village Voice.
137/07
Bowerhill Trees – Tree Preservation Orders: The Council considered a list of proposed trees at Bowerhill for preservation. It was agreed to apply for the following trees to be preserved:


Weeping Willow     Mallard Close


Field Maple             Halifax Road (opposite Wellington Drive)

               Oak                          Debden Close on Green

               Oaks                         Hornchurch Green

               Large leaved Limes Lancaster Road (opposite B.G.S. Auto)
             
Chestnuts                  Lancaster Road (opposite B.G.S. Auto)    

            
 Oak                         Pegasus Way (opposite Q Tech)
               Horse Chestnut        Lancaster Road (opposite Pavilion) 

             It was further agreed to find out if the Bowerhill Area as a whole could be listed as

             a special Tree Landscape.

             Resolved: The Council make application to WWDC for TPOs to be placed on the trees as listed above and for Bowerhill to be denoted as a special Tree Landscape. 
138/07
Next Office Accommodation Working Party: The Council noted a reply from Melksham Town Council to confirm that the Parish Council could continue to use the Town Hall foyer for meetings with  disabled persons.  It was noted that Bob Kirby from MSK Test Pro Ltd was arranging for a new fire escape and fire exit into Crown House to be installed. It was felt that fire safety requirements including the Emergency Illuminated Luminaires needed to be installed without delay. Once fire safety requirements had been met, the Council would again be able to meet at Crown Chambers.  

Resolved: Bob Kirby be invited to attend the next  Office Accommodation Working Party which would be arranged for Wednesday 1st August.

139/07
 General Correspondence for action

(i) WALC Circular for July 2007 with enclosures: A nomination form for the Executive Committee Election for 2007 was received. It was agreed to nominate Cllr. Gregory Coombes to serve on this Committee again.

            Resolved: The Council nominate Cllr Coombes to serve on the WALC 


Executive Committee.

(ii) WWDC Standards Committee: An invitation was received for councillors to apply to sit on WWDC Standards Committee. The Council noted that Cllr. Holmes had served in this Committee previously.

            Resolved: The Clerk ask Cllr. Holmes if he would be interested in serving 


on this Committee.
(iii) Melksham Library – Notice Board: A letter was received from WCC to inform that Melksham Library was being refurbished and the town and parish councils notice boards would have to be removed. They could however be re-sited on the side wall of the Library. 
            Resolved: Cllr. Brindle proposed the Council ask Melksham Town Council 

to share costs to re-site both boards in Melksham Market Place. This was 


unanimously agreed.

(iv) Best Kept Village Competition: The Council was delighted to note that Beanacre had come first in the West Wilts. Competition for the Best Kept Village. 
(v) Shaw Basketball Court: The Council noted a letter from the English Basketball Association to inform that all Scheme conditions had been met and the kit was now owned fully by the Parish Council who would be responsible for maintenance in the future. Cllr. Bean  reported that Shaw would like to have a full Basketball Court in the future.



Resolved: The Parish Council explore the possibility of having a full 


Basketball Court at Shaw.
(vi) Speeding at Semington Road: The Council noted a reply from Police Inspector David Cullop. Cllr. Wood asked if any reply had been received from Wiltshire Ambulance Service re speeding. It was agreed to follow this up.
140 /07
 General Correspondence for information: The Council noted the 


 following items of information:
          (i)   WWDC Waste & Recycling Review paper

    (ii)  Wilts. Fire and Rescue Service Annual Plan

 (iii) Melksham Rail Services – copy letter from First Great Western to   WWDC

  (iv)Dog Fouling Orders – information and confirmation that these take effect from 1st August.

            (v)  Copy letter from Atworth Parish Council re speeding at West Hill and Purlpit 

Meeting closed 10 .10 p.m.
Chairman, 10th September 2007
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