MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 22nd October 2007 at George Ward School Training Centre, 7.00 p.m.
Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chairman); Cllrs. Alan Baines, Rolf Brindle; Terry Chivers; Gregory Coombes; Mike Sankey and Richard Wood. Cllr. Chris Holmes attended from 7.15 p.m
Apologies: Cllrs. Elizabethe Bean; Ruth Gillings; John Glover; Don Millard and Steve Petty.

203/07
Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Terry Chivers declared an interest in PA MW07 02826 Bungalow at Padfield Gardens as a member of the Housing Society when this matter was raised.   Cllr. Chris Holmes declared an interest in the quotation to cut Beanacre Play Park and Car Park, as a member of the Beanacre Church Committee, when this item was discussed. 
204/07
Appointment of new Vice-Chairman: The Chairman invited nominations for Vice-Chairman. Cllr. Chivers nominated Cllr. Gregory Coombes, seconded by Cllr. Mike Sankey. Cllr. Baines  nominated Cllr. Wood, seconded by Cllr. Brindle. Both candidates then declared a personal interest in this item and left the room. A vote was taken and Cllr. Wood was appointed. Cllrs. Coombes and Wood then returned to the room. Cllr. Coombes congratulated Cllr. Wood on becoming the new Vice-Chairman.

Resolved: Cllr Wood be appointed the new Council Vice-Chairman.

It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow for a period of public participation.

205/07
Public Participation


PA  MW07  03180 Extension to Gompels' Warehouse: Mr Steve Clooney of 7 Duxford Close emphasised the present development, built just a few months ago, was a real eyesore and he asked if there was any way the Parish Council could prevent the extension. The original development should never have been permitted.


Mrs Margaret Atherton of 20 Duxford Close reported that since the Gompels development had been built she had not been able to get a decent reception on TV. If the development were allowed to expand, this could mean residents may not be able to get a TV signal at all. 


Mr Richard Phillips of 32 Duxford Close said it had been a bombshell to the community to learn of the extension. When was work on the extension was likely to start – was there not a five year window for construction, once permission had been granted? The  promise to paint the galvanised fence had not materialised. The bund was far too high. He suspected Mr Gompels had intended the larger building all along but had decided to go for planning permission in stages. Another issue was the strip of land adjacent to the site which had been stripped of vegetation – was this part of it? It was not clear that the total plan was on this site. House prices in Duxford Close had been slashed as a result and if another consent was given, it would be blighted for ever. The development impacted badly on people’s lives. He asked the Parish Council to resist the application 

Mr Robin House of 42 Duxford Close expressed concern that the first plan had been granted under delegated powers. What could be done to prevent this happening again?

Cllr. Terry Chivers emphasised that if the District Councillor asked for it to go to committee, it would. He would check this the following morning.

The Chairman reported that District Cllr. Roy While was very aware of the depth of feeling about this application and was in discussion with the Planning Authority
The Council re-convened.

206/07
Advancement of Agenda Item 6A – Planning Applications:   The Chairman  proposed that Agenda Item 6 a – Planning Applications  be brought forward so that members of the public would not be kept waiting. This was agreed. Cllr.Baines proposed that PA MW07 03180 for the Gompels Extension be discussed first. This was agreed.


Resolved: Agenda Item 6a- planning applications be now discussed, beginning with PA MW07 03180.

207/07
Planning Applications: The Council considered the following planning applications:

MW07  03180 Gompels Healthcare Ltd. Bowerhill Industrial Estate. Extension to industrial building.

Cllr. Gregory Coombes advised members of the public to submit their individual objections to the WWDC Planning Committee and attend the Committee Meeting to put objections in person. It was noted that persons wishing to address the Planning Committee needed to register beforehand and each individual was permitted to speak for 3 minutes.

Comments: MW07 01380  Gompels Healthcare Ltd, Bowerhill Industrial Estate.

Extension to Industrial building.  

 Comments: Melksham Without Parish Council strongly OBJECTS  and recommends that this application be refused for the following reasons:

1.   The extension is far too high and obtrusive  to be placed so close to residential  properties. The drawing appears inaccurate, but as far as can be surmised the ridge will be actually higher than the existing development. The site line is far steeper than 15%. The “existing conservation area” is in fact an ugly bund,  put in place when the existing development was built, seemingly in preparation for the extension.  The building should not be any higher than the loading bay. 
2. The existing development, being so close to residential homes, is still causing huge social problems.  These include a) ongoing  TV interference and  regular intermittent loss of TV signals. b) anxiety re the huge bunds being placed on residential boundaries which overshadow gardens and homes and take away light. (The bunds have occasionally been used by youths to throw missiles down into residents’ gardens);  c )poor drainage and excess run-off into properties, d) light pollution e) unsatisfactory landscaping and lighting provision. 

3. The Plan as it stands is incomplete. It appears inaccurate and does not provide the necessary information as regards landscaping, lighting or drainage. The additional roof cover will increase run-off and there needs to be a detailed plan to show how this can be achieved.

4. The courtyard area for loading will be considerably reduced, so causing more congestion of vehicles on the site. There are no indications of parking arrangements. Is the applicant planning to use the area outside the site ( a wildlife area) which was stripped of all vegetation, at the time of the last development,  for staff parking? 

In summary  the application needs to be  amended to a) reduce the height and size of the extension and move it further away from residential homes, b)provide a full Landscaping Plan which comprises planting of mature high quality shrubs and trees, c) provide a full Lighting Plan which guarantees the use of down-glow lighting in keeping with being right next to a residential area, d) provide a Transport Plan which shows arrangements for  lorry movements and employee parking and turning, d) Impose a  working hours’ restriction on premises of  Monday – Friday 8a.m. – 6 p.m.. Saturday 8a.m. – 1a.m. and no working hours on Sundays. 
There were no objections to the following planning applications:
MW07  02984  Walters, 288 Sandridge Common. Change of use of farm buildings to Type 1. Light Industrial with modification to entrance.

MW07 03099  Paviou, 19 Lancaster Road, Bowerhill. Single storey extension to rear of main building to accommodate new staff room/office and kitchen and provide disabled access.

208/07
Planning Correspondence


MW07  03045 Development East of Orchard House: Letters of objection from residents Dr and Mrs Brennan and Mr and Mrs Moger were noted.
209/07
Minutes of Special Planning Meeting 1st October: The Minutes of this Meeting were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

210/07
Minutes of Special Planning Meeting 8th October: The Clerk reported that as Cllrs Don Millard and Town Cllr. Chris Petty had questioned being identified as councillors in the Minutes of the Meeting, she had sought advice from a) WWDC Solicitor and b) The National Standards Board. The WWDC Solicitor had advised that it was correct to identify members of town or parish councils as councillors in the Minutes, as under the new Code of Conduct one always carried the responsibility of being a councillor wherever one spoke, during the term of office. The Standards Board had endorsed this advice but had  also suggested that the councillors’ wish to speak as members of the public be included in the Minutes as well. In view of this she advised the following amendments:

Members present, line 2:  After “Cllr Millard”, add “attended as a member of the public”


Min. 195/07 Special Dispensation re Interests, line 6 Amend “Town Cllr Chris Petty” to “A member of the Town Council, Mr Chris Petty”. Line 9, Amend “Cllr. Chris Petty” to “Mr Chris Petty”. Line 10 Insert “Mr Petty emphasised he was speaking as a member of the public and not as a Town Councillor.” 

 Min. 196/07  (iii) Special Dispensation. Amend “Cllr. Petty” to “ Mr Petty” throughout this Minute. 
 Resolved: These amendments be accepted.

211/07
Further amendments: The Clerk  advised that Cllr. Don Millard had asked that Min. 196/07 be amended as follows:


1. Min 196/07 line 2 amend to read: “.. if this site was not sold and not developed, the County Council might leave it in a state of neglect”.

2. Cllr. Chivers  proposed that on Page 4, “The Council re-convened”  be removed as it had been agreed at that meeting that the planning application be discussed informally. The Clerk advised the Council had gone back into session since the public had not been permitted to speak.  It had been agreed to suspend Standing Orders later in the Meeting to enable the public to speak again.  (The proposal to delegate powers to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had been made during a period when the Council was adjourned).  Following discussion it was agreed to remove references to the Council re-convening on pages 4 and 7 and the reference to Standing Orders being suspended on Page 6 and to re-insert the words “The Council re-convened” on  Page 9 , at the end of comments on the George Ward Planning Application. 

Resolved: The amendments 1 and 2, as detailed above, be approved and the Minutes be signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
212/07
Arising from Min. 195/07 Special Dispensation re Interests: It was noted that councillors had now received their dispensation letters which had been delivered by hand.  The Chairman reported he had spoken with WWDC Locum Solicitor Sonia Sharpe who had confirmed that the Dispensation was effective as soon as it had been granted and councillors did not need to be in possession of individual certificates. WWDC was not intending to give letters to Cllrs Steve Petty and Don Millard as they had not been granted a Dispensation but, after discussion Sonia Sharpe agreed it would be courteous to write to them. Cllr. Chivers felt Sonia Sharpe had been helpful. He reported that WWDC was struggling to get people to represent town and parish councils on the Standards Committee. He also emphasised that Cllr. Steve Petty had been unaware that his brother would raise the matter at the meeting. Following debate as to whether Town Councillor Mr Chris Petty should be asked to apologise, it was agreed that the Chairman write to him on the Council’s behalf, to state that the Council had sought legal advice on the issue of certificates and found that they were unnecessary for the Meeting to go ahead. 


Resolved: The Council write to Mr Chris Petty to clarify that Dispensation Certificates did not have to be received by individual councillors for the meeting to go ahead.

213/07
Arising from Min. 192/07 MW07 02826 Bungalow at Padfield Gardens: The Council noted that this application had now been withdrawn. There was discussion re whether a revised application would be submitted.


As a member of the public indicated he wished to speak, the Council suspended Standing Orders again

214/07
Public Participation (2)


MW07 02826 Bungalow at Padfield Gardens: A Berryfield resident asked the Council to find out why this application had been withdrawn. He expressed concern that a further application could be submitted.


The Council re-convened. 
215/07
Arising from Min. 199/07 PA MW07 02806  Development of George Ward site – The  Council noted further copy letters of objection  which had been received. 
216/07    Arising from Min. 201/07 Chestnut Tree, Shaw & other trees  The Clerk informed that  Cllr Bean had contacted her to emphasise that when WWDC Chris Kirk had visited the site, he advised that only the Horse Chestnut and  large Lime were in need of urgent attention. The other trees did not need remedial action.  Cllr Brindle proposed that the branches and  shrubs overhanging the equipment on the far side of the Play Park be trimmed back as well. This was agreed. 


Resolved: The Council obtain quotations for the necessary tree surgery on the large Lime and Horse Chestnut and ask the Caretaker to trim back the branches overhanging the Play Park
217/07
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10th September 2007.  The Minutes of this Meeting were formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
218/07
Arising from Minute 173/07 Police Teams Meeting, 11th October:  The Chair reported he had attended the Police meeting, together with Cllr Bean and the Clerk.  The area would be split into 3 groups, Central Melksham, Melksham East and Melksham West. In the Melksham East area, the Police reported everything was quiet, as there was only one incident in a month.  Cllr. Chivers commented that in Whitely a lot of local problems had now disappeared.   However, young people from the Beeches and Melksham Forest were coming to Whitley and riding around on mopeds, causing  a disturbance, and wearing crash helmets. He reported that people felt it was a waste of time trying to contact the Police, as they could not get through. One resident had spent 30 minutes on the telephone without success.  Cllr. Chivers also reported that he had been at the WWDC Scrutiny Committee when Inspector Dibble attended who said 75% calls were answered.  Cllr. Wood reported that he had attended a Neighbour Watch meeting which was a very positive. The Chair felt Halloween and Bonfire night could be a problem.  Last year 4 litter bins had been burnt out at Bowerhill.  Elderly people especially worried about being visited  and needed  police reassurance.   The Police were doing extra patrols, and would be handing out posters about "Trick or Treat". He agreed things were a lot quieter than in the past. Cllr. Chivers proposed the Council write to the  Police to express appreciation for work done by  local Community Support Officers Maggie Ledbury and Janet Gould   The Clerk reported that Cllr. Ruth Gillings felt unable to become the official Melksham West representative, as her work involved  police monitoring and this could lead to a conflict of interest.  It was agreed to ask Cllr. Bean if she would be willing to be the Council representative for Melksham West.


Resolved: 1. The Council write to the Chief Constable to express the community' s thanks for the excellent work done by Officers  Maggie Ledbury and Janet Gould  

2. :  The Council ask Cllr. Bean to be representative for Melksham West Police Team

219/07
Arising from  Min. 175/07  New seat for Whitley – The Council noted the letters of objections from  several residents. Cllr. Chivers expressed concern that the proposed positioning of the seat at the top of Eden Grove would cause problems and anxiety for residents nearby.  Mrs Hale who lived by herself  had already suffered damage to her property, involving a  Police  call out. had been called, The Chair asked  if Cllr. Chivers knew of another suitable site. Cllr. Chivers  referred to future plans for development and suggested the Council contact the Housing Society to ask for a  new seat to be incorporated into the plans. 


Resolved: The Council investigate other options for placing a seat in the Whitley area and let young people and residents know that another site was being sought.  
220/07
Arising from Minute 178/07 Melksham Hospital – The Chair reported that Wiltshire Primary Care Trust had invited the Chair and the Clerk to meet their representatives. He explained that the Council had written to them regarding a number of issues.  Cllr. Chivers referred to  the unfulfilled promises made by the last Chief Executive of the former West Wiltshire Primary Care Trust.  A new Chair and Trust was now in place and it was claimed that Casualty departments and maternity services were within 35 minutes’ drive if one lived in West Wiltshire. It was reported that Cllr. Richard Wiltshire would be attending the next PCT Board Meeting on behalf of the Town Council Parish councils had to convey their views through Melksham 1st.   Cllr. Baines reported that the new nursing teams were not working that successfully at the moment. 

Resolved:  The Chair and Vice Chair arrange a date to meet with PCT on the Council’s behalf. 
221/07
Arising from Minute 182/07 Speeding, Semington Road – The Council noted the reply from Police.  Cllr. Woods felt the  traffic -calming measures were sited  too far apart, but  he suggested the Council wait and see results.  Cllr. Sankey asked how a  mobile speed camera could be secured. It seemed none were available for Melksham yet mobile units were being placed regularly at  Staverton, once a fortnight.  Cllr.Baines reported that speeding was still an issue in Woodrow road Speed had been a contributory factor in a recent accident when a garden wall had been demolished. Cllr. Chivers agreed speed traffic was a big issue, and suggested that the Council urge the Police  to adopt the  Somerset model which involved  the Police training local communities to monitor speed themselves, as very often it was local people who were doing the speeding in first place.  Cllr. Chivers then proposed, seconded by  Cllr Wood, that  the Council find out from WCC how much it would cost to install a flashing sign in Semington Road

Resolved:-   The Council write to Wiltshire County Council to find out if a flashing sign could be installed at Semington Road..  
222/07
Arising from Minute 184/07 Fire Safety – Office Report:  The Chair reported he had  received a email from Bob Kirby of  MSK Test Pro Ltd. which indicated that MSK was uncertain about installing the  proposed new fire escape.  Councillor emphasised that  a definite schedule for the work was needed, since fire safety was an important issue,  and the Council was at present paying for accommodation which could not be fully utilised. The legal position needed to be checked.  In view of the forthcoming break in the Lease, the Council was running out of time to make a decision about future accommodation.  It was noted that the  2 year break-point in the Lease was applicable for both parties to change direction. Cllr. Baines asked about the fire officer’s position in respect of the premises. The email mentioned the possibility of the Council replacing MSK as the main lease holder. Cllr. Coombes emphasised the building needed to comply with fire standards first . The Chair reported that the new Unitary Authority may need to rent a local office and so it would be worthwhile for the Council to examine the possibility of taking over the whole building. Cllr Chivers proposed the Council open up serious negotiations with MSK and also authorise local council representatives  to seek alternative premises in the town and rural area. Cllr. Sankey suggested the council look at premises  on the Bowerhill Estate or the small units at Shurnhold.   The Clerk explained that a ground floor premises in Melksham Town Centre usually cost at least £10,000 per annum.   It was agreed that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman needed to firstly meet  with MSK and report back. 


Resolved:  The Chair, Vice Chair and the Clerk meet with Bob Kirby from MSK  as soon as possible. 
223/07
Arising from Minute 186/07  Cereal Partners Development – The Chair reported that residents were complaining about  flooding problems at the Sports Field since Cereal Partners had  connected everything up. A new footpath, and two stiles had been erected, but at the end of  the new road the soil ditches had been infilled with large concrete barriers which had been erected to keep out travellers. The  area outside the changing rooms was very wet.  The Clerk  reported she had referred the flooding problems to WWDC but so far had not received any reply. 

Resolved:  The Council again take this up with the District Council Planning Office.
224/07
Arising from Min.187/07  Melksham 1st Sports Users’ Group:  Cllr. Wood reported he  had attended a meeting of this lively but unelected body. Much time had been spent in discussing the layout of  pitches at the new Woolmore Farm site but users did not seem interested in the Bowerhill recreational area.  The Clerk reported that Cooper Avon Tyres Rugby Club were interested, as they were looking to have a home with secure tenure in order to access grants.  CATS usually played at Melksham House.  Cllr. Baines proposed the Council meet the Rugby Club to discuss possibilities. The Chairman advised that representatives from the football teams be invited as well. 

Resolved:  The Council invite representatives from the Rugby Club and Football Teams to a meeting of the Sports Field Working Party
225/07
Arising from Minute 191/07 New Telephone System WWDC – The Council noted  a reply from WWDC   Head of HR & Customer Services, Sharon Larkin.  Cllr. Chivers reported he had complained about the new system and the matter had been raised at the Scrutiny Committee.  He agreed that  parish clerks needed a list of extension numbers to do their job. It was agreed to pass on any further complaints to Sharon Larkin.
226/07
Arising from Minute 189/07 "Towards One Council" The Chair reported he had attended the "Meet and Greet" evening, which was very good.  It was reported that elections for town and parishes were likely to be held in 2013, but this date still had to be approved by the Minister for Local Government. The Shrewsbury Appeal against Unitary status  in that area had been dismissed, so  it now seemed inevitable Wiltshire would now become a Unitary Authority.  Cllr. Chivers  emphasised that district councils were now working with the County Council towards setting up new community area committees.  Cllr. Holmes reported that  he had collected the West Wiltshire  Best Kept Village Award for Beanacre at this meeting.  

Resolved:  The Council note the information sheet "Towards One Council"
227/07
Finance

a)  Audit 2006/2007 – External Auditor's Report – The Council was pleased to note that the End of Year Accounts for 31st March 2007 had now been approved by  the External Auditor. The Council congratulated the Clerk on a job well done.

b) Finance: 

    Receipts: The Council noted the following receipt:
      Melksham 1st – office rent  (3rd quarter)                                                  £637. 50
     Accounts for payment – The following accounts were checked and approved for   payment: 

2988   * Mrs Jo Redding – salary for September 2007                                    £ 151. 62
           * Paid since last Meeting

2989     Playforce – All weather surfacing Shaw Play Area -

                               Supply & installation £3,600 + VAT                              £4,230. 00

2990
  Mazars – External Audit of Accounts 2006/07   £550 + VAT            £646. 25

2991      Melksham First – Grant Aid (2nd Instalment)                                   £1,500. 00

2992      West Wilts. District Council 
                      – 3 metal post mounted bins £433.32 + VAT                             £509. 15

2992     BT  - Telephone bill & rental 1st Oct – 31st Dec  £84. 83 + VAT          £98. 88 
2993     RM Software – IT support £75 + VAT                                                   £88. 13

2994     Artisan Hire Centre – Strimmer rental £25 + VAT                                £29. 38

2995     Countrywide – maintenance materials £18. 61 + VAT                          £21. 86

2996     Mrs Margaret Mylchreest  - salary October 07                                   
2997      Mrs Jill Butler – Salary 18/7 – 13/9/07  24 hrs casual work                
2998      Mrs Elaine Cranton – cleaning for September                                     
2998      Mrs Jo Redding  - October salary plus hol. pay 2007/08                       

2999      Mr Barry Mylchreest 
                                   – Equipment inspections & Allotments  7/6 – 25/9        
3000
  Mr Terry Cole salary 17/9 – 11/10/07 63.25 hrs + travel £71 
                                                                + expenses £5                                    
3001      Mrs Mary Jarvis – October salary + overtime 9.5 hrs                      
3002      Wilts.County Pension Fund – Superannuation Jarvis Employer/ee    £432. 87

3003      Inland Revenue Tax/NI -Employer/ee  
                                                   Jarvis/Cole/Mylchreest/Cranton                     £701. 85

c)  Budget  2008/2009: The Clerk  reported that she was currently preparing the budget for 2008/2009 and would welcome any  suggestions for forthcoming projects. The budget meeting would be held on 19th November. 


d)  Beanacre Church Car park – quotation for grass cutting  A quotation was received  from Leigh Swinden in the sum of £60 per cut for the Play Park and the Church Car Park. It was noted that the Liability Insurance notice was shortly due to expire. Cllr. Baines enquired why a caravan was in the Car Park.  Cllr. Holmes explained that the Church used it for 2 hours on a Saturday afternoon to offer 000000

refreshments to 5 aside footballs, etc. The Chairman advised that planning permission for the caravan may be required. 

Resolved: The Council  accept Leigh Swinden's quotation subject to a copy of the  new Public Liability Insurance Certificate being sent to the Council. 

e) Sports Field new Pavilion sketch drawing:  The Council considered quotations which had been received. 


Resolved:- The Council accept the quotation from Stuart Richmond in the sum of £400 + VAT 

228/07
RAF Melksham Association – A letter was received from the RAF Melksham Association Chairman to request Council help and support to help advertise the annual RAF Melksham Re-union. The Chair proposed  this item could be included in the next Council newsletter.



Resolved:-  The request for help be advertised in the next Council newsletter. 
229/07
General Correspondence
i) WALC County Circular Sept 2007:- The Council noted this Circular.

ii) Post Office Closures:  Cllr. Chivers reported that the Post Office planned to close another 2500 rural and urban post offices  in the near future. Local communities whose post offices  were facing closure could no longer seek assistance from Post Watch as they had in the past..  No paid member of Postwatch was allowed to get involved.  He was the local representative on the Postwatch Committee at present but it was scheduled to be abolished at the end of the next year in favour of a new Government  quango.   
iii)  Legal matters - reply from NALC  The  Council noted a reply from    NALC Legal Dept  which advised as follows:

a) Substitution of Members:  This practice should not be encouraged as the Local Authority Act 1972 allowed for committee members to be appointed personally for a term and did not provide for substitutions.
Cllr. Woods queried how the full Council could decide on planning matters if a Planning Committee had been appointed by the Council to deal with planning applications.  The Clerk explained that, as WWDC only allowed a three week period in which to comment on applications, the Council had set up the Planning Committee  to deal with planning applications which arrived between meetings.  Cllr. Chivers was concerned that some planning applications were put on the agenda at last minute.  On other occasions, the Council had changed or added to comments at a later date. He enquired where the council stood legally on the 6 month rule.  The Clerk explained that there had been problems  recently because on occasions, plans had been sent to the Council before the public had even be notified, instead of notices going out simultaneously.  This had led to members of the public contacting the Council  about concerns after plans had been considered. The Council tried where possible to represent the views of local residents.  Cllr. Baines stated that this problem needed to be resolved by the WWDC. 
b) Committee in practice:  Since Melksham Without Parish Council had formally adopted  Paragraph 12(20 of the Code of Conduct, a Council member not on a committee would be permitted to speak  at the Committee Meeting during a period of public participation , if  such an opportunity were also extended to the public. However he/she would need to declare interests in the normal way and could not vote. 
c) Council Newsletter:   As a general principle, provided information given in a newsletter did not reflect the achievements or views of one political party, a newsletter between the date of poll and an election was not illegal.  However, great care should be taken in releasing any information close to an election, as it could be misinterpreted as political. 
d) Use of free rooms/disability:  The definition of “disabled” was open to interpretation. The Council had an equal duty not to discriminate against the disabled whether these comprised the council’s own members or members of the public. The Council should make reasonable adjustments to accommodate all disabilities.  

Disability Equality Scheme:  There was no statutory obligation on parish councils to publish a Disability Equality Scheme
Resolved: The Parish Council agreed  not to publish any newsletter in the period from the date of Poll up to the General Election. If a press statement or information was required during this period, this would be agreed by the full Council.

iv)        Wilts. & Swindon Transport Conference 2007 Sat. Nov 17th The  Council noted the invitation.


Resolved:  Cllr. Rolf Brindle would  attend the conference on the Council’s behalf.

v) Melksham Library & Notice Board: The Council noted a reply from the Town Council to inform that while the Town Council had agreed in principle to sharing costs to have new notice boards in the Town Centre. the Town Council wished to obtain more information regarding planned improvements to the Market Place before agreeing to an actual site. The Clerk reported that WCC Library Services had been in touch to say that the existing notice board would be relocated to the side wall of the Library at no cost to the Council. 

Resolved: It was agreed to site the existing notice board on the side wall until a new notice board site had been agreed with the Town Council. 
vi)        WWDC Paper re Polling Districts and Places Review: This paper  was noted.
             vii)       Remembrance Day Service – invitation from Melksham Town Council. Several members expressed an interest in attending this service.    Resolved:  The Clerk book places for the Service.
viii) Parish Stewards – Autumn Programme 2007. It was noted that the Steward had made an excellent job of trimming back bushes at Brabazon Way.  

Resolved: The Council send a letter of thanks to the Parish Steward for his work. 
230/07
General Correspondence: The Council noted the following information papers:

(i)     Hills Waste – Annual Review 2006/07  

(ii) Big Lottery – Paper re the new Playful Ideas Fund –

(iii)   Wiltshire School of Gymnastics Training Camp: A pack regarding a forthcoming training Camp was noted. Cllr. Chivers asked where everyone would sleep.  The Chair reported that accommodation was being organised but  it would be good to encourage the Wiltshire School Of Gymnastics to apply for a grant  next year. 


.
231/07
Staffing matters  
(a)  Fitting of Towbar:  Resolved:  The Council approve the fitting of  a   towbar to  the Caretaker's car at  a cost oft £248.94. 



(b)  Purchase of new mower (& strimmer) – Resolved:  The Council approved a maximum amount for the purchase of a  new Mower and Strimmer of £400  plus VAT..

(c) Appointment of Finance Assistant: Resolved:-  The Council agreed to  appoint Ms. Teresa Strange as  a part-time Finance Assistant for six hours per week,  at an initial salary pro rata  £15,449. 72  per annum.  

232/07      Christmas Dinner:  Resolved:-  The Christmas Dinner for December 2007 be held at Beechfield House. It was noted that Beechfield House had offered a special price of £21 per head inclusive of tea or coffee
233/07
Clerk – work pressure:   The Clerk reported that due to pressure and the enormous workload which really required a full-time post, she was intending to stand down earlier than intended, at the end of March and  she would be looking for alternative employment.  Cllr Chivers felt thanks was due to the Clerk for all her work, This was agreed. Cllr. Chivers advised that the Council needed to recruit as soon as possible, especially as able District Council staff were looking for work as a result of the change to a Unitary Authority. 
The Chair expressed his thanks to everyone for coming.
Meeting closed at 9.55p.m.








Chairman, 10th December 2007
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