MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 18th June 2007 at the Rachel Fowler Centre, Melksham at 7.00 p.m.

Present: Cllr. John Glover (Chairman of the Meeting); Cllrs. Alan Baines; Elizabethe Bean; Rolf Brindle, Gregory Coombes, Chris Holmes, Don Millard, Mike Sankey and Richard Wood.

Apologies: Cllr. Mike Mills and Cllr Ruth Gillings.

53/07
Declarations of Interest: Cllr Bean declared an interest in Item 9 –Access Improvements to Shaw Village Hall, as Chairman of the Village Hall. Cllr. Coombes  declared an interest in PAs  MW07 09014,  MW07 01918, MW07 01920 as all three sites were near his property. Cllr Millard declared an interest in PA MW07 01170 as he knew the applicant.  Cllr. Glover declared an interest in  Item 5b(i) his copy letter re the new School plans, in Item 5c (i)  the Enforcement Appeal Decision re Sheeshnag as he knew the owner and in Item 11 (iii) Litter bins behind Wellington Drive as he lived in Wellington Drive. Cllr. Bean and Cllr Glover declared an interest in 6b (iii) the letter from the Standards Board re unsubstantiated complaints. Cllr. Holmes declared an interest in having a Unitary Authority for Wiltshire as an employee of Community First who had been petitioned by several interested parties on this subject. 
54/07 
Amendment to Standing Orders: The Council noted the following amendments, to be discussed at the next Council Meeting: 

Paragraph 1: “Meetings of the Council shall normally be held at Crown Chambers starting at 7.00 p.m. and finishing no later than 10.00 p.m. At the Council’s (or the Chairman’s) discretion meetings may be held elsewhere if there is an issue of local interest or if large numbers of residents are expected to attend”

Paragraph 11e  Delete sub para as MWPC no longer appoints school governors

Paragraph 67   Change “sent” to “communicated” as emails are acceptable

Paragraph 69   Change “within 48 hours of receiving it” to “as quickly as possible after receiving it”.

55/07
Public Participation:  Resolved: It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow a period for public participation 


Shaw Hall Access Improvements: Mr Richard Bean directed the Council’s attention to the proposed access improvements (Item 9 on the Agenda) for Shaw Village Hall. He reported that he had now discussed the drawings with West Wilts District Council Planning dept who had advised that they would need to be improved to meet current planning application requirements.

The Chairman advised that the Parish Council still had reserved funds for improvements to Shaw Hall and it may be possible to use part of these funds to employ an Architect to produce professional drawings.

The Council re-convened.

56/07
Minutes, Special Planning Meeting, 31st May Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chair with the following amendments:


Min. 34/07 Item 5, Line 1 – amend “A354” to “ A365”.

57/07
Arising from Min.36/07 New Secondary School, Melksham –planning application:


The Council noted the copy letter submitted by Cllr. Glover. This referred to the proposed East of Melksham Bypass in the area of the new school, which had been recognised at the Structure Plan Inquiry as being beneficial in aiding the social and economic regeneration of towns in West Wiltshire.  Land had been safeguarded for a dual carriageway road and the preferred alignment would effectively divide the new school from its main catchment area and Melksham Town, if the school plans went ahead. Cllr. Baines asked Cllr Glover if WCC had replied. Cllr. Glover reported that his letter had been formally acknowledged.

58/07
Arising from Min. 36/07 Existing George Ward School Site: The Clerk reported a public Exhibition was being held on 29th June at George Ward School to present plans for the existing school site. The public session would be from 2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. Town and Parish Councillors had been invited to attend a private session on the morning of 29th June. Cllr. Baines emphasised that the W Wilts. Development Framework had a bearing on how this land was developed in the future. There was discussion about the future of the all-weather pitch and whether it could be re-located elsewhere.

Resolved: Cllrs Elizabethe Bean, Rolf Brindle and Richard Wood agreed to attend the morning session to represent the Council. Clerk to let them know the time when this was available. 
59/07
Arising from Min.37/07 PA W05  09021 Variations of Conditions, Sahara Sandpit:


The Chairman informed that in the process of applying for a new licence from the Environment Agency, great crested newts had been discovered and a licence had now been made to Natural England to move them to another receptor area for 6 months. However  the WCC Planning Officer was concerned that no plans had been submitted for the survival of the newts in the long-term. It was agreed to object to the planning application on grounds that a long-term management plan for the newts was required. 


The Chairman expressed concern that newts were continually being moved on, to make way for industrial development, without any proper long-term habitat being provided. This was obviously affecting the longevity of the species in the parish. He proposed the Council write to Natural England and ask that the whole area be reviewed.  Cllr. Holmes advised  the Council seek advice from Natural England on long-term management.


Resolved: 1. The Council submit further comments on PA M05 09021, as follows:

Comments: Melksham Without Parish Council objects that it appears only short-term measures have been made to remove the great crested newts to a temporary new receptor area. The Council is concerned at the apparent lack of long-term provision for the newts, who need a permanent habitat so they do not ever have to be moved again. We would like to see a detailed management plan which provides for the longevity of this species at this location. 

2. The Council send a copy of the submission to Natural England with a covering letter to express concern generally at the lack of a management strategy for the long-term survival of newts in the parish.

60/07
Planning Applications: The Council considered the following planning applications:

MW/07/00703  Milbury Voyage, 398 The Spa, Bowerhill, Melksham. Demolition of existing house, change of use to C2 and construction of 8 bed residential care home for adults with learning disabilities.  Development to include associated parking.

Comments: The Parish Council objects to the change of use from C3 to C2 as the Spa Area was recently proposed  as a Conservation area and the new building which is very large  will look out of place in the existing street scene. Since The Spa is one of the very few historic streets left in Melksham and directly relates to the town’s history, the Conservation Officer needs to advise on appropriate development here. 

The Parish Council also objects to the removal of any mature trees which presently enhance the street scene. They should all be retained unless any have previously been identified for removal by WWDC.

MW07 01918 Mr R Nicholas, Whitley Golf Club.  Proposed dwelling to provide accommodation for the golf course manager.

Comments: While the Parish Council fully supports the need for dwelling on this site to provide security for the Club House, there is concern that the revised proposed dwelling is not close enough to the Club House to aid security. We feel it needs to directly relate to the Club House in the way it is sited, and be adjacent to the car park;  so that there is a  clear vision of the Club House which is not impeded by any trees or hedgerow. The Council reiterate the comments made for the last application; viz that it should be single storey, screened from the road by trees and in keeping with the Golf Club building. Use should be linked to the Golf Club i.e. so that it cannot be sold off as a separate dwelling.
There were no objections to the following planning applications: 

MW07  01712 Martin Grant , Lower Beanacre Farm. Single storey extension to  rear  elevation

MW07  09014  WCC Shaw Primary School. Replacement of 3 timber windows in west elevation.

MW07  01863  Field, 358C Snarlton Lane, Melksham, Single storey extension for side of existing house

MW/07 01170 Mr G Walters, 288 Sandridge Common, Melksham  SN12 7QT.  Change of use of farm outbuildings to Type B1 light industrial and new entrance.

MW07 01920 Derek Laister, for Christ Church, Corsham Road, Melksham, SN12 8EQ.  Provision of a shed for storage of mowers used for cutting Churchyard grass.

MW07 01959 Mr G Jackson, 112 Middle Lane, Whitley, SN12 8QN.  Extension.

 61/07
Planning Correspondence: 

(i) Sheeshnag, Shaw Hill – Enforcement  versus Notice Appeal: The Council noted that the Appeal against the  WWDC Enforcement Notice for the track to be returned to its former condition as a footpath and agricultural land had been dismissed, and the Enforcement Notice upheld with a variation. This allowed the applicant four months to cease using the track with effect from 30th May. ( Use of track to cease by 30th September)

(ii)
Cereal Partners: The Council noted a copy letter of complaint to WWDC from Semington Parish Council about the size and visual impact of this development. It was noted that Broughton Gifford Parish Council had also protested. It was agreed the colour scheme had softened the impact of the development. 

(ii) Lighting Scheme for Gompels Development: The Council noted receipt of a Lighting Plan from WWDC. The Clerk reported that she had contacted the Planning Officer Peter Westbury about the lighting plan and  the lack of action re lowering the bund. Mr Westbury was arranging a Meeting with Mr Gompels to resolve the outstanding issues. Cllr. Brindle emphasised the Council needed to see a proper Lighting Plan containing details of luminaires, colour , position and spread of lights.  Cllr. Wood proposed the Council take further action re residents’ complaints. Cllr. Brindle was concerned the developer had ignored the green strip which had been in place to separate housing from industry.  It was agreed to write to the WWDC Chief Executive to emphasise that there were flaws in current planning policy and to suggest more robust policies for the future to control industrial development next to residential housing. It was agreed to emphasise that allowing such major decisions to be decided by planning officers placed too great a burden of responsibility on them and in future these applications should be automatically referred to the Planning Committee. 

Resolved: The Council write to the Chief Executive to express the concerns as detailed above.

(iii) T Mobile Telemast application: The Council noted with disappointment that this planning application had been approved by WWDC despite at least 50 letter of objection from residents. An email was received from the Council Chairman to express concern that residents felt misled by the Planning Office in believing they could object when in fact  the application came under General Permitted Development and thus was granted automatically approval under delegated powers. The Chair of the Meeting emphasised that the company had given false information in that a) there had been no pre-application consultations with the Parish Council, b) the mast was only 50m from the nearest house, not 100m as stated and c) there were no telegraph poles at Bowerhill, since all electricity and telephone lines had been installed underground  both in the industrial and residential areas and it was thus false to claim the antennae mast imitating a telegraph pole, would blend into the street scene. Councillors agreed much time had been wasted on what appeared an inevitable development. Cllr Coombes emphasised that procedures were part of a Government initiative to speed up the planing process. 

Resolved: The Council make strong representations to T Mobile direct and also write letters of  objection  to MPs Michael Ancram, Dr Andrew Murrison and WWDC Chief Executive.

62/07
Minutes, Annual Council 14th May: Resolved:  The Minutes of the Annual Council held on 14th May were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, with the following amendment:


Min. 16/07  Line 4 Amend to read “ The seats at Shaw Playing Field were not insured by the Shaw Hall Committee” but the Committee did insure the Play Equipment”

63/07
Arising from Min. 6/07 New Code of Conduct: Resolved: Cllr. Brindle proposed, seconded by Cllr Coombes that the new Code of Conduc, inclusive of Paragraph 12 (2) be formally approved. This was agreed.

64/07
Arising from Min. 10/07 Police representative on Melksham West Team: An email had been received from the Council Chairman to inform that the Melksham West Police team required a Council representative and he would be willing to serve in this capacity. Resolved: The Council Chairman, Cllr Mike Mills be the Council representative on this team

65/07
Arising from Min. 15/07  Allegations re Council newsletter – Standards Board response: As Cllr Glover had declared an interest in this item, he vacated the Chair and Cllr. Wood proposed, seconded by Cllr Holmes that Cllr Baines chair this item.


The Council noted that Cllr Chivers had made a complaint to the Standards Board about the three councillors mentioned in the Melksham News newsletter; Cllr Mills, Cllr Glover and Cllr. Bean. The complaint had been dismissed as unsubstantiated by the Standards Board which councillors felt was the right outcome.  They unanimously expressed their disappointment at Cllr. Chivers’ behaviour.  Cllr. Coombes proposed the Council write via WALC to request that NALC ask the Standards Board to show the time and costs incurred by the Standards Board in investigating mischievous complaints. Cllr. Wood welcomed the decision and felt it was important the Council moved on and did not dwell on past events. There was concern that as the allegations had been made in public via local newspapers, the Standards Board dismissal of the complaint should also be publicised. Cllr. Bean felt a public apology was needed. Cllr. Sankey hoped that Cllr. Chivers would recognise the need to apologise for the false accusations, without being asked. It was noted that Cllr. Mills was considering legal  action for libel. Following discussion it was agreed to issue a press statement about the findings of the Standard Board, subject to Cllr. Mills’ agreement. 


Resolved: 1. Subject to Cllr. Mills’ agreement, the Council issue a press report re the findings of the Standards Board. 2. The Council write to WALC to request that  the Standards be asked to show time and costs involved in their decision paper.


(Cllrs Bean and Glover abstained from voting on any proposals as they had declared interests.)

66/07
Arising from Min. 27/07  Safety Surfacing, Shaw Play Area: The Clerk reported that , following the last Meeting, the Caretaker had obtained and used a  temporary repair kit to fill in surface gaps  from GB Leisure at minimal cost £77. 15.   Playforce had then submitted a quotation which contained options for new safety surfacing. The options were a) to replace the whole over sevens item, including safety surfacing –cost £18,893

               b) to resurface the swings and existing tower unit – cost £15,321 or c) to resurface using all-weather surfacing over the existing rubber tiles, at a cost of £3,600.  The Clerk advised that if Option c was followed at the present time, this would then give the Council time to raise funds for a complete new item of equipment, as advised by former WWDC Officer Dave Brooks and put the amount reserved for permanent safety surfacing towards a new item of equipment. The Clerk had contacted WWDC who had confirmed they would be happy for their outstanding safety surface grant of £2,529 to be used for the all-weather surfacing. Cllr. Holmes proposed the Council firstly ask Community First if grant aid could be obtained for both the all-weather surfacing and later on, for the new item of equipment. It was agreed the Council needed to involve the Shaw and Whitley Action group in raising funds. 


Resolved: The Council seek grant aid from Community First for the project and contact Shaw and Whitley Action Group for help to raise and apply for funds.

67/07
Arising from Min. 29/07 Unitary Authority for Wiltshire: Cllr. Brindle proposed the Council condemn the WCC bid for Unitary Status. He emphasised it would lead to greater bureaucracy. If planning, for example was done by Area Boards, more than 100 staff would need to be appointed to manage it. The consultation process on this issue had been far too hasty and Wiltshire residents had not been asked for their views.  Cllr. Sankey was concerned at the amount of money spent by the various parties in petitioning support. Any view put forward by the Parish council should reflect residents’ views and it was unclear what the majority view was.  Cllr. Baines emphasised the people of Wiltshire were not seeking re-organisation. The present system was not broke so why change it. It would result in democracy being diminished and elected members having even less influence, with everything being decided by officers. Full consultation was needed before any major decision was made on the issue.  Cllr. Coombes reported the Government was moving towards regional Government, as on the continent. The idea was to get rid of district councillors and have super councillors who were paid at least £25,000 per annum, to stimulate greater interest and better councillors. It was a return to 30 years ago, when the County Council had planning powers. In future parishes could be amalgamated into rural areas with additional powers but he was dubious of volunteer councillors taking on more responsibility and greater powers without a better overall structure with professional councillors. Cllr. Brindle expressed concern about the proposed Area Boards which would be expected to make planning decisions although they were not democratically elected. The costings presented in WCC document were vague. On Page 44 of the document, there was mention of the need for rates to equalise across the county with a 4.5% rates increase. This pointed to increased costs


Resolved: The Council reply to the Secretary of State to emphasise the Council’s concern that that a major decision was being made in too much haste without adequate consultation and to convey the additional concerns as stated above.

68/07
Arising from Min.30/07 Fire Safety Report: The Council noted that Crown House had now granted permission for an emergency fire access into their garden and MSK Test Pro Ltd would shortly be installing a new fire escape from the Council Chamber. A reply had been received from WCC Officer Peter Dunford to inform that the Parish Council was entitled to use a free room at a local school. Following discussion it was agreed to request a room for the next Meeting on 23rd July at George Ward School in the Training Room.


Resolved: The Council reply to WCC to request use of a room at George Ward School

69/07
Arising from Min. 31/07(a) Councillors’ Course at Calne: Cllr. Bean reported that she had found this course very helpful. She had also attended the Quality Councils Seminar at Taunton which too was most stimulating.

70/07
Arising from Min. 31/07(b) West Wilts. Core Strategy Issues paper: As this was a complex paper, it was agreed that councillors would send in comments to the Clerk within the next two weeks. (Closing date for comments: 20th July) 

71/07
Finance Committee Minutes, 4th June: Resolved: These Minutes be formally

              approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment:


Min 49/07: Total for Bowerhill Hall trust and Shaw Hall Trust grants to be amended from £5,270 to £5,350.

72/07
Arising from Min. 47/07 Brabazon Way – removal of lights: The Council noted that these lights had now been removed.

73/07
Arising from Min. 49/07 Grants to Village Halls: Cllr Bean reported that Shaw Village Hall was already applying for other grants. 

74/07
Arising from Min.49/07 Melksham Rail Development Group(22): A copy of the year accounts were received. Resolved: The accounts be formally approved and the grant in the sum of £300 be paid.

75/07
Arising from Min. 51/07 Local Council review magazine: Resolved: The Council continue to order 4 subscriptions per annum at a total cost of £48.

76/07
Finance Committee Recommendations: Resolved: The recommendations as detailed in Mins. 40/07 – 52/07 be formally approved by the Council.

77/07
Report from Internal Auditor for the financial year 2006/07: The Council noted the Report from the Internal Auditor, Mrs Diana Lindsay which found that internal controls were excellent. The Auditor also noted the increasing workload. The Government was now introducing an additional checklist on the effectiveness of the Internal Audit. This would need to be implemented for 2007/08. 


Resolved: The Council formally accept the Report from the Internal Auditor.

78/07
Annual Statement for External Auditor: The Council confirmed that all matters relating to internal controls were in order for 2006/07 Resolved: The Annual Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chair.

79/07
Accounts – Receipt WWDC Grant for Kestrel Court Play Area: The Council noted that grant aid awarded to the Parish Council of £1,815 for refurbishment of Kestrel Court Play Area had now been paid into the Project Fund.

80/07      Accounts – Other Receipts: The Council noted that the following receipts had been received:

Beanacre Play Park    - Landscaping grant from WCC                                       £483. 00

Allotment Rents                                                                                                   £109. 00

81/07
Accounts – Payments: Resolved The following payments were checked and approved:

2887 *Dorset Assoc. Parish & Town Councils 

                                                        – Quality Councils Seminar  (2 places)    30. 00  

* Re-issued cheque in place of Cheque No. 2871 which was ripped in  post & returned by DAPTC. – paid since last Meeting

2888    MSK Test Pro Ltd – Quarterly rent Crown Chambers 1 Jly-30 Sept   £1,750. 00   

2889  –  Website V2 Interactive hosting/support  £305.40 + VAT                      £358. 85

2890     Diana Lindsay – Internal Audit  & Report 2006/07 (10 hrs)                  £180. 00

2891     BT – Broadband & Security pack (2 yrs) £84. 27 + VAT                        £99. 01

2892    Viking Direct – stationary £50. 64  +  VAT                                              £59. 50

2893     Complete Weed Control – parish weedspraying 2007  £721 + VAT     £847. 18

2894     Allianz Insurance plc – Additional Insurance premium 2007/08             £67. 38

2895 G.B. Sport & Leisure-

                                  Shaw Safety surfacing temporary repair kit £77 + VAT    £90. 48

2896 Stocksigns   – fire safety signs 

                              (re-issued cheque for no. 2766 lost in post) £34.08 + VAT     £40. 04

2897    Shaw and Whitley Village Voice –Apr 06 – March 07 Council advert     £70. 00

2898     Bowerhill Village Hall Trust – room hire 31st May (2 hrs)                       £11. 00

2899   Leekes – maintenance materials  £100. 14 + VAT                                    £117. 61

2900    Countrywide Farmers – maintenance materials £44. 53 + VAT               £52. 30

2901   Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – June salary                                                     

2902 Mrs Elaine Cranton May salary – Council Office cleaning 

                                                                                             + 3 hrs hol pay           

2903   Mrs Jill Butler –Salary (24 hrs) 19/4/07 – 7/6/07                                     

2904   Mrs Mary Jarvis – June salary incl 16.45 hrs overtime & expenses       

2905 Gordon Peters: Salary 15/5 – 7/6/07(76 hrs) travel £51.10

                                                                                          & expenses £58.23    

2906   Wilts  County Pension Scheme – Superannuation employer/ee Jarvis   £460. 54

2907   Inland Revenue – Tax/NI  Jarvis, Mylchreest & Peter employer/ee       £633. 99

2908  Wilts. Assoc. Local Councils – Cllr’s Seminar 8th June £35 + VAT        £41. 13

GRANT CHEQUES
2909
  
Bowerhill Village Hall Trust – Grant Aid


       £2,420

2910

Shaw Hill Playing Field & Village Hall – Grant Aid
                   £2,930
                                                   TOTAL MAJOR HALL GRANTS                    £5,350

General Grants 

2911

Shaw & Whitley Reading Rooms – Grant Aid

          £350

2912

St. Barnabas Church Hall, Beanacre – Grant Aid

           £350

2913

The Rachel Fowler Centre – Grant Aid


           £300

2914

Bowerhill Action Group – Grant Aid



           £300

2915

Atworth Youth Club – Grant Aid



           £100

2916

Melksham Girl Guiding




          £ 300

2917

Splash – Grant Aid




            
£300



2918

Parkinson's Disease Society – Devizes Support group

 £50

2919

Carer's Support West Wiltshire – Grant Aid

            
£300

2920

Melksham Phab Club – Grant Aid




£200

2921

West Wiltshire Citizen's Advice Bureau – Grant Aid

£500

2922

Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust – Grant Aid



 £50

2923

Wiltshire St. John Ambulance – Grant Aid



 £50

2924

Melksham & District Tourism – Grant Aid


        £1,000

2925

Carnival Committee (Melksham) – Grant Aid


£500

2926

The Cloth Road Arts Week – Grant Aid



  £50

2927

Bowerhill Villager – Grant Aid




£350

2928

Shaw & Whitley Village Voice – Grant Aid

                        £250

2929

Shaw Church PCC – Grant Aid




£250

2930

Melksham Raid Development Group – Grant Aid


£300

2931

Golden Fleece Cricket Club – Grant Aid



£200

2932

Melksham Choral Society – Grant Aid



£100

2933

Melksham Country Dancers – Grant Aid



£100 

2934

The Whitley Players – Grant Aid




£200






TOTAL GENERAL GRANTS        £6,500

Melksham 1st 
  2935

Melksham Area Community Development Trust Ltd –

            
                                       Grant Aid – 1st instalment                         £1,500

SUBSCRIPTIONS

2936

Wilts. Association Local Councils £697 + VAT £122.06
       £819.53

2937

Open Spaces Society





              £30

2938

Council Protection Rural England




   £27

2939

Community First 


                         

   £17

CHAIRMAN'S ALLOWANCE

2940

Mr Michael G Mills – Chair's allowance 1st Instalment
            £200 


  2941              Avonside printing  - Letterheads £126  + VAT                            £148. 05

82/07
Shaw Village Hall Access Improvements: A paper was received from Mr Richard Bean, the Hall Secretary. It was agreed to support the proposals in principle. 


Resolved: Cllr Brindle proposed, seconded by Cllr. Baines that the proposed improvements be accepted and this was unanimously agreed.

83/07
Falcon Way Landscape Scheme: The Council noted that WCC had now approved a Licence for the re-planting of the Falcon Way roundabout in accordance with a design drawn up by resident Mrs Rivett. It was agreed to let Mrs Rivett know and obtain quotations for the planting work. The Meeting Chairman, Cllr. Glover  suggested the 


Council approach WCC to ask if the roundabout planting scheme could be sponsored by the new school. This was agreed.


Resolved: 1. The Council write to Mrs Rivett to let her know the Scheme had been approved. 2. The Council obtain quotations for the planting work. 3. The Council write to WCC to ask for sponsorship for re-planting as part of the new school plans.

84/07
General Correspondence for action:

(i) Computer maintenance contract:  Letter received from RM Software to inform of a new charging scheme. It was agreed to opt for the Stirling Service which  comprised of a call-out fee of £50 and a labour charge of £35 per hour, with no guaranteed response time.

Resolved: The Council reply to accept the Sterling Service Option.

(ii) New litter bins behind Wellington Drive: A further letter was received from a Bowerhill resident to indicate a site for the two new litter bins on the grassed area behind Wellington Drive. The resident also requested that the football posts be moved to a wider part of the field.

Resolved: The Council approve the proposed sites for litter bins and ask WWDC to relocate the goalposts.

(iii) Post Office Closures: Letter received from WCC to ask support for a campaign to prevent a new Government move to close 2,500 post offices, many of which would be in rural areas. It was noted that the process to close post offices was due to commence in September 2007. A petition was enclosed against closures. The Council agreed is principle to support WCC representations against the closures and all councillors present signed the petition.

Resolved: The Council reply to support the WCC campaign against the closures and to return the signed petition. 

(iv) New Asda Store – letter from Director: A letter was received from Asda to inform that a planning application for a new Asda on the Countrywide Farmers site would shortly be submitted. It was hoped the new store would open in August 2009 and councillors would be invited to a pre-application exhibition.

There was discussion about whether the town could sustain another supermarket. It was agreed that a better cycle and pedestrian access would be required with a safe cycleway to make this site more accessible. There were concerns that the site was out of town and people without a car would not be easily be able to reach it. Cllr. Baines emphasised that a supermarket was needed on the east side, where housing expansion was planned, rather than to the west of Melksham. He reported Asda had also submitted an application for a site at Chippenham where there were serious access problems. 

Resolved: The Council reply to express reservations that the location was out of town and to request that any planning application include provision for a safe pedestrian footway and cycleway from town.

(v) Youth Shelter, Whitley – lottery funding: The Clerk advised that the youth shelter project would meet criteria for lottery funding via the Play Ideas Scheme. This Scheme was designed to encourage new initiatives in rural areas. A site meeting was needed to locate a suitable location and one possible site was at Eden Grove. Following discussion it was agreed to await the consultation results from the recent Youth Issues Meeting organised by Melksham First.

85/07

General Correspondence for information: The Council noted the following  items:

(i) New dog fouling laws – reply from WWDC to say that need for new George Ward School playing fields to be included, has been noted.

(ii) Bus Stops, Shaw and Whitley – information re bus stops and copy letter sent from Mr Fillis to Cllr. Chivers

(iii) Vehicle Sales at Beanacre –replies from WCC and WWDC

(iv) Parish partnership working – paper from WWDC

(v) Parish Steward visits – new programme

(vi) BT Accounts – notification that there will be monthly charge of £1.50 to process bills. 

Meeting closed 10.00 p.m.

Chairman, 23rd July 2007
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