MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 10th September 2007 at George Ward School, 7.00 p.m. 

Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chairman); Cllr. Alan Baines;  Elizabethe Bean; Rolf Brindle; Terry Chivers; John Glover; Chris Holmes; Don Millard; Steve Petty; Mike Sankey and Richard Wood. 

Apologies: Cllr Gregory Coombes and Cllr Ruth Gillings.

   159/07
Cllr. Glover – Vice Chair position: The Chairman reported that Cllr. Glover wished to stand down as Vice-Chairman in October due to pressure of other responsibilities. Cllr. Glover explained he would be continuing as a councillor but wished to relinquish the post of Vice –Chairman as he was having to work extra hours and also wished to assist his son on a business venture. It was agreed this would be an Agenda item for the October Meeting

160/07
 Interests – George Ward School site:   The Chairman reported that Cllr. Chivers had obtained advice re interests and had contacted him re the need to declare any interests in association with the development of the George Ward site. Interests covered those employed or associated with WCC or those with pupils at the school. Legal advice may be needed. The Clerk advised that  the way in which the public perceived interests was an important factor to consider, especially as the County Council stood to make a huge amount of money from development of the existing site.  Cllr. Glover was concerned that as the Council and individual councillors had been wrongly maligned in the past, councillors needed to know what specific point Cllr Chivers was making before getting legal advice. The Chairman  informed that another council had obtained a special dispensation to discuss and vote on an issue in the past. Cllr. Baines felt the situation was made more complex by the fact the WCC had powers to given themselves permission for development and therefore the only checks on their actions were the local councils and the District Council. Cllr. Millard  asked if councillors could take part in discussion if an interest had been declared. It was noted that this depended on whether the interest was prejudicial.


Resolved: The Council seek further advice on this matter.

161/07
Declarations of Interest:  The Chairman  declared an interest in the T Mobile mast construction as it was visible from his property. Cllr. Brindle declared an interest in the Wilts. and Berks Canal Trust as the Council representative on this organisation and in the Woolmore Farm  New School  application as his property was adjacent  to Woolmore Farm. Cllr. Bean  declared an interest in the Shaw Hall plans, as the Chairman of Shaw Village Hall and in PAs MW07/02586 and MW07 02696 as an acquaintance of the applicants. Cllr. Holmes declared an interest in PA MW07 02265. Cllr. Glover declared an interest in PA MW07 02686 and in correspondence relating to Sheeshnag. He also declared interests in the Snarlton Lane development as he had relatives living nearby and in Melksham 1st as a Director. Cllr. Baines declared an interest in MW07 02506 as a friend of the applicant. Cllr. Millard  declared an interest in PAs MW07  02506, MW07 02586 and MW07 02265 as an acquaintance of the applicants.   Cllr. Petty declared an interest in the correspondence relating to Berryfield Village Hall as a member of the Hall Committee. Cllr. Chivers declared an interest in PAs MW07  02826 and in the Snarlton Lane garage development  relating to West Wiltshire Housing Society as a member of West Wiltshire Housing Society.  Cllr. Chivers  also declared an interest in  the proposed new seat for Eden Grove, Whitley, as he lived in Eden Grove. Cllr. Sankey declared an interest in the George Ward School development as his children attended the school as pupils. Cllr. Wood declared an intrest in the George Ward School development as an Invigilator and Supply Teacher at the School. The Clerk declared an interest in the Account from Matthew Jarvis as a relative of Mr Jarvis. 


The Council resolved to adjourn for a period of public participation

162/07
Public Participation (1) 
a) PA MW 07 02265: Mr Keen, the applicant for this planning application expressed concern that the Council had not known all the facts when commenting on his application and he asked the Council to reconsider it. He emphasised that the proposed new access would not only him but all the residents in nearby properties. Originally the island and tree at the junction was to be removed but this was not possible due to legal reasons. He had therefore agreed with the Planning Dept to take 4 – 5 foot off the rank of cottages and to put a splay in to make the access safe. The affected cottage which he owned was empty at present. To compensate for  a reduction in frontage, an extension was to be added to the back of the cottage.

b) Planning Matters: County & District Cllr. Roy While  reported that the County Council was reviewing the application for the new School site on 19th September and he would attend and listen to the debate. He had been in touch with Mr Gompels and outstanding  problems were gradually being worked out. As regards TV reception, some work had already been done by a contractor towards improving reception and Mr Gompels had indicated he would be willing to make a contribution to BAG, while not accepting liability. WWDC Officer Jackie Nicholas was liaising on this matter. 

c) Asda development: Cllr. Wood asked Cllr. While about  the Asda development. Cllr While informed there was no further news.

      The Council re-convened. 

163/07   
 Minutes, Planning Committee, 13th August: The Minutes of this Meeting were confirmed and signed by the Chair as a correct record with the following amendments:

               Min. 154/07 line 1:   Delete “but also on behalf of Mrs Christmas”.


Min 154/07 line 7 Correct spelling from “Homes” to “Holmes”.

164/07
Planning Applications: The following planning applications were considered:

MW07  02640 Alford, 65A Berryfield Park. Parking bays in front of 65/65A Berryfield Park.

Comments: The Council is concerned that the Silver Beech trees should not be removed or damaged in any way. If the bays go right up to the tree roots they will inevitably damage the trees. They bays need to be realigned to ensure no excavation work takes place over the roots.

MW07  02696 Miller, Oak House, Beeches Green, Shaw. Extension & alterations to annexe.

Comments: The Council objects to a second separate dwelling being created from this annexe. We believe a condition was applied when the annexe was built to prevent it being turned into another dwelling. At present the annexe serves the existing dwelling by providing garaging and with extra living space on top. 


MW07  02265 Land to rear of 23/24 Beanacre. Proposed change of condition 13 from application MW06 00420  Resolved: The Council withdraw its objection to the change of condition.


There were no objections to the following planning applications:-


MW07 02506 James Sheate, New Road Farm, New Road Melksham.Two storey extension, single side extension , pergola and external alterations


MW07 02571 Playforce Ltd R.B.S.; 1 Pegasus Way, Bowerhill. Internal office extension/alterations including new fenestration at ground and first floor level.


MW07  02586 Larkin Construction, Home Farm, Shaw Hill. To erect a mess room with drying facilities and a wash down area.


MW07  02686 Cottle, Tan House Farm, Redstocks. Renewal (Mobile Home for Farm Worker)

MW07  02775 P D-addio, 114 Beanacre Road, Beanacre. Proposed single storey extension

MW07 02826 West Wilts. Housing Society, Garages Nos 7 – 11 Padfield Gardens, Berryfields. Proposed demolition of existing garages and construction of 1 no bungalow and replacement parking.

165/07       Planning Correspondence

(i) Sheeshnag, Shaw – Notification of corrections to Appeal Decision May 07: An explanation re the Amended Appeal Decision was received from the WWDC Enforcement Officer, together with  a copy letter of thanks from a Shaw resident to Cllr. Chivers.  Cllr. Chivers emphasised that the matter had dragged on for far too long. He hoped the owner would now comply with the decision.

(ii) Overgrown pavements between Shaw and Atworth:  A copy letter from Shaw resident to Cllr. Chivers was received. Cllr. Chivers informed the verges had now been cut.

(iii) Newts Sahara Sandpit – Variation of condition to PA MW05/0425: The Council noted the details of planning permission with conditions, received from WCC.

(iv) New Hall, Berryfield – Copy letter from WWDC Officer J Nicholas to Cllr Petty: This letter mentioned the need for a representative from the Parish Council to join the New Hall Working Party. Cllr. Wood agreed to represent the Council. Cllr. Petty reported that a lease had already been secured. Resolved: Cllr. Wood be the Council representative on the new Hall Working Party.

(v) Golf Club development,. Whitley – Letter from Willis & Co. A letter was received from Architects Willis and Co together with an amended plan which showed the proposed new dwelling positioned much closer to the Club House. Cllr. Brindle welcomed the changes and the fact that the new dwelling was in a far better position to provide security as it now overlooked the car park and Club House. It was agreed to note this letter and await  a further planning application before making any comments.
Resolved: The Council reply to acknowledge the letter and state that comments would be made when a  planning application was submitted.

(vi) Amenity land at Golf Club site: The Council noted that permission had been granted for a change of use from agricultural to public open space.

(vii) George Ward School Site – copy letters from Residents’ Liaison Group & note re submission of New Green Application. This correspondence was noted. Cllr. Chivers reported that he had taken legal advice from WWDC Solicitor re interests. He needed to declare an interest but this was not personal since he was not on the Planning Committee. Parents with pupils at the school could apparently have an interest  but as almost all families in Melksham had connections with the school, this would mean disenfranchising most of the town. Cllr Glover  agreed that it was ridiculous not to allow Melksham people to have a say and he rescinded comments made at the start of the Meeting. Cllr. Chivers  informed that the proposed development comprised 270 homes  plus playing fields with a changing facility and proposed the Council hold a Special Planning Meeting to consider the plans.  Cllr Brindle proposed the Council note the Correspondence and await the arrival of the planning application. Cllr. Petty declared an interest as his company occupied land adjacent to the site and this gave him an opportunity to make personal comments. Cllr. Baines  reported  that Melksham Town Council had once obtained special dispensation to deal with an Avon Rubber application. Cllr. Chivers reported he had once obtained special dispensation in connection with the railway matter but they were not granted easily. Cllr. Glover proposed the Council apply for a Special Dispensation now, so that it was prepared when the application was received. It was noted that WCC would be discussing the School Plans on 19th September, and that the new school could not go ahead until planning permission had been obtained for the existing site. The Clerk advised that Special Dispensation was  granted only if there were not enough councillors without interests left to deal with an application. It was noted that Cllrs. Ruth Gillings, Mike Mills, Steve Petty, Mike Sankey and Richard Wood (5 members) had a personal interest in the present school site and  Cllrs. Rolf Brindle, Ruth Gillings, John Glover, Mike Mills, Mike Sankey and Richard Wood (6 members) had a personal interest in the new school site. 

Resolved: The Council seek a Special Dispensation from West Wiltshire District Council to speak on the George Ward Planning Application.

(viii)    Appeal Dismissal  -32A Westlands Lane. The Council was pleased to note that the 
Appeal for a dwelling at 32A Westlands Lane had been dismissed. It was noted that no 
mention was made of drainage problems in the Inspector’s Report.

(ix)
Planning Permissions: The Clerk reported that PA MW07 01596 for a tennis court of 
land adjacent to Sandridge Park house had been given permission. This news was 
welcomed. PA MW07 00703 for a Care Home at The Spa for adults with learning 
disabilities had been withdrawn. It was reported that these plans were being re-drafted 

PA MW07 01590 for two semi-detached houses and one detached house on land adjoining 357 Snarlton Lane had been approved.

PA MW07  02341 for a Residential Children’s Home at 493A Semington Road had been approved. 

PA MW 07 01323 for annexe and garages at 71 School Lane Shaw had been approved with a condition that the property as a whole be occupied as one dwelling.

(x) Shaw Village Hall – external access improvements: A letter was received from Mr Richard Bean, the Hon Secretary of the Village Hall to request that the Council forward drawings for planning permission and building regulation approval. The Council noted that it was the owner of this building.

Resolved: The Council agree to apply for planning permission on behalf of Shaw Village Hall and inform Mr Bean accordingly.

(xi)      WCC Issues and Options Paper for Wilts & Swindon Aggregate Mineral Sites: It was noted that  Aggregate Minerals Site development in the Calne area could affect traffic on A3102. The Clerk reported that the Government had given WCC a high quota to produce aggregate for housing sites and roads infrastructure and this encourage Sahara Sandpits to seek expansion in the future, beyond 2014 when tipping operations at the site were due to cease. Cllr Millard reported that there was extra capacity at the site. Cllr. Sankey informed the type of silt produce there was unsuitable for construction work. Cllr. Baines asked about  plans for a waste energy plant at Bowerhill. Cllr. Brindle informed this would be a waste transfer station.

Resolved: The Council respond to WCC to emphasise it did not wish to see any further increase of traffic on A3102.
                  (xii)     MT07 00439 Sandridge Road/Snarlton Lane – Old Garage site development: It was reported that the present plans had been withdrawn and revised plans were being submitted to WWDC.
            The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders again to enable County Councillor Roy While to speak

166/07
Public Participation (2) Cllr. While  reported that he had been liaising with Mr and Mrs Crook from Snarlton Lane about this application as they were unhappy about the positioning of the flats on the site and the gap in the hedge to provide a pedestrian link from the development to Snarlton Lane. Planning Offer Rosy McGregor was in charge of the plans and she had informed the access would have to remain.


The Council re-convened.

167/07
Planning Correspondence cont

      (xiii)
Proposed shops and social housing, Blenheim Park: The Chairman reported that Mr Ponsford who owned the mound of open space on the same side of the road as The Pilot, towards St Athan Close, was proposing to put in a planning application for two shop units with social housing on the first floor. Cllr. Sankey expressed concern that there was already housing on three sides and land for future shops had already been allocated on the east of Bowerhill development, opposite the Mitchell Drive turning. Cllr. Petty said he would be concerned if there were any more parking on Falcon Way as it was already difficult to get the bus through. Cllr. Baines emphasised that it would depend on what the planning conditions were for Harrier Heights.


Resolved: It was agreed that Mr Ponsford be informed that the Council would make 
formal comments when a planning application was submitted.



The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders for a third time to enable County Cllr. 
Roy While to speak.

168/07
Public Participation (3) Cllr. Roy While  emphasised that the site on the east of Bowerhill development was a more appropriate place for shops.

Gompels Development MW06 01879: Cllr While  reported that he had been following up the issues raised with Planning Officer Peter Westbury. The Clerk reported that Mr Westburty had informed another more detailed landscaping plan was being submitted. The promised lighting plan had not yet been received. 


T Mobile Mast MW07 01307:  The Chairman declared an interest as he could see the mast from his house. Cllr. Glover took the chair.  Cllr. While reported that unfortunately work on this development was now in hand. Cllr. Chivers was concerned that mobile phone companies seemed to be able to do what they likeed as regards planning. The Clerk emphasised the most worrying aspect was that WWDC Planning Officers did not seem to think they were under any obligation to pass on residents’ objections. There were almost 100 objections but these were not passed on to the Agent and the Planning Officer had refused to pass them on at a later date. 

Cllr. While reported that he had taken up the Council’s  concerns with the Principal Planning Officer and had emphasised that masts did not just affect the immediate residents. Councillors expressed regret that the WWDC had accepted the application even though the Report contained m any inaccuracies. Local residents had been invited by WWDC to comment and then their objections had been ignored. Cllr. Baines  proposed the Council wirte to the Chief Executive. It was noted that a letter had already been sent to the Chief Executive to request a Meeting but no date had been forthcoming. Cllr. While reported that some planning officers were leaving which pout the whole Department under pressure. He advised the Council also take up concerns with the Planning Portfolio Holder Cllr. Tony Phillips.


The Council re-convened.

169/07
Planning Correspondence cont


(xiv)    Gompels and T Mobile Mast applications: Resolved: The Council take up 
outstanding concerns with District Cllr. Tony Phillips.

(xv) 12 Shaw Hill –planning amendment: The Council noted a copy letter from Cllr. Chivers to Principal Planning Officer David Hubbard to inform of concern that an applicant was being asked to submit a new planning application just to increase a floor area by 1 metre. The Council fully supported Cllr. Chivers in his request for this minor amendment to be accepted without the need for a new application.



Resolved: The Council write to WWDC in support of Cllr. Chivers’ request.
.170/07
Finance
a) Receipts: The following receipts were noted:

Melksham 1st – rent for 3rd quarter  1st July – 30th September                              £637. 50

Allotment rents and sale of end of year accounts (£1)                                           £21. 00

Mr Guley – rent for land at Berryfield                                                                 £200. 00
b) Accounts for payment:  The following accounts were checked and approved for payment:

      2967  *Mrs Elaine Cranton – July salary (1 week sick pay)                            £60. 32

      2968   * Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – August salary                                       £499. 58

      2969   * BT Internet Services & charge £105 . 94 + VAT                             £122. 72

                     * Paid since last Council Meeting
                  2970  West Wilts. District Council – Parish Elections May 2007               £6,284. 55


      2971     MSK Test Pro Ltd – Rent 1st Oct – 31st Dec 2007                         £1,750. 00


     2972    OYYY.Co.UK -New printer/scanner & cartridges £107. 21+ VAT   £125. 97


      2973    Wiltshire Publications Ltd newsletter & 2 adverts  £239 + VAT       £280. 83


      2974    RM Software – Computer maintenance 

                                                                      & new motherboard £199 + VAT               £233. 83


      2975    Countrywide Farmers Ltd – Maintenance materials £18.66 + VAT    £21. 93


      2976     Post Office Counters – postage                                                          £100. 00


     2977    Matthew Jarvis – To cut Beanacre Play Area & Car Park                  

     2978     Mrs Elaine Cranton  - Office cleaning August 

                                                                        & expenses     £3.11 + VAT                      
            2979   Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – September salary                                    

      2980    Mrs Mary Jarvis – August salary  plus expenses (£94. 43)              
                  2981    Mrs Mary Jarvis – September salary                                               

      2982    Mrs Jo Redding – Holiday pay 2006/07 (residue)                               
2983 Gordon Peters – Salary 24th July – 7th August, travel £15.40 &
                                           Holiday pay                                                        
2984   Wilts. County Pension Scheme – Superannuation Aug & Sept         £797. 78


      2985   Inland Revenue – Underpayment in tax/NI for 2006/07                    £107. 16


      2986   Inland Revenue – Tax & NI Employer/ee August                               £544. 36

                  2987   Inland Revenue – Tax & NI Employer/ee September                        £540. 28

c) Code of Conduct – Councillors’ Insurance Cover: As Cllr. Coombes had requested this item it was agreed to defer it until the next meeting when he  would be present. 
d)   WCC Budget 2008/09: An invitation was received from WCC Council Leader to invite two representatives to a Meeting to review the budget for the forthcoming year. Cllr. Brindle offered to attend the Budget Meeting at Chippenham on 1st November. Cllrs. Glover and Sankey agreed to attend on 15th November at Trowbridge St James Hall, if possible. Resolved: The Council reply to book places for Cllrs. Brindle, Glover and Sankey to represent the Council  at these meetings.
171/07
Minutes, Council Meeting 23rd July: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting were confirmed by the Council and signed by the Chair, with the amendment below:
               Insert Min. 115/07 as follows:



“ MW07 03847 PFI Bid, Blenheim Park: It was noted that this application was 


being considered by the Planning Committee on 2nd August. The Council was pleased 
for the Chairman to go and support residents’ views against the application”
      172/07    Arising from Min. 108/07 Postal Delays: The Council noted a reply from the Department for Business Enterprise & Regulatory Reform emphasising the improved record of Royal Mail. The Chairman advise that any further complaints be taken up with Postwatch. Cllr. Chivers reported that as a member of Post watch he would be raising the problems at the next Meeting. The Council needed to monitor the situation. There had been serious problems with the District Council post as well. Over the last four mornings, 100 letters had been wrongly delivered. Postwatch unfortunately was having its involvement cut as while at one time it was properly funded,  it  now only received an amount per complaint
173/07
Arising from Min. 120/07 Representative for Police - Melksham West Team: The Council noted information about team areas. 

Resolved: It was agreed to ask Cllr. Gillings if she would be the representative for the Melksham West Team
174/07    Arising from Min. 126/07  Youth Facilities, Shaw and Whitley: The Clerk reported that the Housing Association had refused permission to allow young people to meet in one of the Eden Grove garages. Cllr. Chivers reported that Shaw and Whitley had been much quieter lately. It was noted that any incidents of vandalism needed to be reported to the Police immediately.
175/07
Arising from Min. 127/07 New seat for Whitley: A reply was received from County Highways to give details of two acceptable sites for a new seat at the entrance to Eden grove, just off Top lane, Whitley. Cllr. Chivers moved that this item be deferred so that views of nearby residents who lived in Eden Grove could be ascertained. This was agreed.

Resolved: This matter be on the October Meeting Agenda.

The Council formally noted that it was in closed session to discuss staffing matters.

176/07
Arising from Min. 130/07  New Parish Caretaker: The Chairman reported that the Staffing Committee members had interviewed four applicants. He was pleased to recommend that Mr Terry Cole  be appointed as the new Caretaker, subject to receipt of a satisfactory reference. Councillors emphasised the need for adequate training. Cllr Millard questioned whether a medical examination was needed. Cllr. Sankey proposed that this should be done, if a medical problem emerged. Resolved: The Council unanimously agreed that Mr Terry Cole be appointed as the New Parish Caretaker, subject to satisfactory reference. Salary rate pro rata £13,006. 24 per annum – 15 hrs per week.
177/07
 Arising from Min. 131/07  Financial Assistant post: It was agreed that the interview date for this post would be 20th September starting at 7.00 p.m. 
178/07
Arising from Min. 135/07  Melksham Hospital:  A written report from Cllr. Bean was noted.  Cllr. Bean  read out a reply she had received from MP Dr Andrew Murrison. Cllr. Glover reported that in Kennet where nursing team had been set up some nurses could not drive. It appeared that the Ashton Street Training Centre could now remain open. Cllr Petty reported that Alan Weymouth on behalf of the Melksham League of Friends was still encouraging people to support the Friends as Melksham Hospital could remain for Alzheimer and elderly patients.  Cllr.Chivers reported he had had several meetings with the former West Wilts. PCT Chief Executive Carol Clarke who had informed that while community hospitals would go (except Warminster) a new hospital at Semington with 1,000 beds was being planned. What had happened to this plan? The Chairman emphasised that at the last PCT Public Meeting, Trust Members had promised Melksham Hospital would remain open until a new hospital was built in the area. The new Prime Minister Gordon Brown had emphasised that community hospitals should be retained. Cllr. Holmes proposed the Council write to the new Primary care Trust Chief Executive to ask for an update on Melksham Hospital.

As County Cllr. Roy While indicated he would like to speak the Council again suspended Standing Orders for a further period of public participation

179/07
Public Participation (4): 


Melksham Hospital: Cllr. While emphasised the talk of a new hospital at Semington had been conjecture. The new Board had approved plans in |January 2007 but no decision had been made re having mental health beds at Melksham so it seemed the building would remain for the time being for health therapy. Neighbourhood nursing was the focus of the new plans. However there had been problems with the unions. Further consultation with stakeholders was planned. He had met the Chair of the new Health Authority and in the next few days the Task group would be meeting the new Chief Executive to find out what the revised plans were. The West Wilts. PCT had run up the largest deficit in the South West so how could services go on as they were. Hospital beds only accounted for 10% of health care. GP services were due to expand. 


The Council re-convened
180/07
Arising from Min. 135/07 Melksham Hospital continued:  Cllr. Glover stated that while he accepted all that Cllr. While had reported, the Trust needed to recognise that Melksham Hospital had been on standby for the RUH on a number of occasions, sometimes on red alert. It was reported that Town Mayor Richard Wiltshire was able to speak at the forthcoming public meeting. 

Resolved: 1. The Council write to the new Wiltshire PCT to ask for a report on the situation re Melksham Hospital and to find out what had happened to plans for a new hospital. 2. The Council request that the concerns of the Melksham Without Council be made clear at the next public meeting. 
181/07
Swindon and Marlborough NHS Trust – Foundation Status: The Council noted consultation documents. Consultation was taking place until 30th September. Cllr. Chivers reported that local doctors were now referring a lot of patients to Swindon Hospital. 
182/07    Arising from Min. 139/07 Speeding, Semington Road & other areas: Letter received from Wiltshire Constabulary to inform that a further speeding survey had been carried out in Semington Road. which showed that in a total of 4,943 vehicles, 1,360 exceeded 40 m.p.h. and 95 exceeded 50 m.p.h. Cllr. Wood welcomed the fact that the problems were being taken seriously Cllr. Petty requested a breakdown of the figures and times of offences, as he felt the greatest problems was when workers were starting and finishing work. Cllr. Chivers suggested that if times linked up with Avon workers a copy of the breakdown could be put on the works notice board.  Cllr. Baines reported continuing speeding issues in Woodrow Road. Enforcement signs had been erected. The Chairman reported that signs at Bowerhill had deterred some local people at Bowerhill. A letter was also received from the Great Western Ambulance Service to inform that alleged speeding by ambulances in Semington Road was being investigated. 

Resolved: The Council write a ) a letter of thanks to Wiltshire Constabulary, b) write to the Ambulance Service to say the Council awaited the results of the investigation with interest and c)write to concerned residents with copies of the replies which had been received to date. 
183/07    Minutes ,Office Accommodation Working Party, 8th August: Resolved: It  was resolved that the Minutes of this Meeting be  approved as a correct record by the Council and signed by the Chairman
184/07
Arising from Min. 143/07 Fire Safety – report: The Chairman reported that MSK had given assurance that work on the new fire escape and door would commence the next week. Cllr. Millard was concerned that staff safety was at risk and the Fire Officer was expecting plans to be done by end September. Cllr. Glover reminded the Fire Officer had not condemned the building. It was agreed that if no action on the emergency exit door or fire escape within the next few days, the Chairman and Clerk would make a formal complaint to MSK ands contact the Fire Officer.
185/07
Minutes, Bowerhill Sports Field Working Party, 8th August: Resolved: It was resolved that the Minutes of the Bowerhill Sports Field Working Party be  approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment:

Min. 149/07 General Comments 1, Line 1: Insert “dirty” to read “The clean and dirty areas..”

186/07
Cereal Partners Development: The Chairman  expressed concern that the Cereal Partners’ Contractors had fenced off part of the Sports Field and placed sewage pipes there. A sign had been erected to inform of a temporary Footpath Diversion. Cllr. Brindle was concerned that Cereal Partners was putting in the drains for the new road. At least 10 metres of mature hedgerow had also been removed. A site meeting was needed. Cllr. Millard expressed concern about security of the Sports Field. 

Resolved: The Council take up these concerns with West Wiltshire District Council. 
187/07
Arising from Min. 151/07  Contact with Sports Users. Cllr. Glover reported that he had been approached by Bruce who was interested in using the Sports Field in the future for rugby. If the Council was interested in working with him, he would be happy to submit detailed plans. It was noted that the Sports Users’ Meeting was going ahead on 12th  September. Cllr. Richard Wood agreed to attend to represent the Council.

Resolved: Cllr. Richard Wood represent the Council on the Sports User’s Group
188/07    Speed Humps in Halifax Road and Falcon Way: The Council noted letters of complaints from residents who lived at Grasmere. The Chairman reported that the road surface outside Bowerhill School was deteriorating. He proposed the letters be forwarded to County Council Officer Roger Witt for comments.  Cllr. Baines reported that the traffic-calming cushion near Herons Court had been installed back to front. Cllr. Millard  felt the type of surfacing which had been used was incorrect. Cllr. Glover emphasised that the  cushions had reduced the speed of vehicles. It was noted that the houses at Grasmere had been built when the nearby dewpond had overflowed and flooded the land. The water authority had tried to dry out the land using herring-bone drainage. However the water had affected house walls and foundations. Cllr. Sankey reported that the resident’s garden wall had been cracked before the traffic-calming had been installed.

Resolved: The Council forward letters to the County Council and ask for comments.

189/07    General Correspondence 
(i) One Council for Wiltshire- Invitation from WCC Leader to “Parish Meet & 
  Greet evening:  There was discussion re the future of Melksham 1st and community partnerships under a new unitary authority. Cllr. Brindle agreed to attend the Meet and Greet Evening on Wednesday 10th October.
(ii) WWDC Parish Forum – request for Agenda items: It was agreed to ask for an item to clarify  Planning Officers’ responsibilities as regards conveying planning objections to applicants.
190/07    Standing Orders – Point of Order: Cllr. Wood  reminded the Chairman that  Standing Orders stipulated that Council Meetings finish by 10.00 p.m. and the time  was now 10.03 p.m. He then left the Meeting.
191/07
General Correspondence cont: The Council noted the remaining items as listed below and the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05 p.m.:
       (i)    Second WWDC Statement re Licensing Policy – Consultation

       (ii)   Gypsy & Travellers in South West  -Consultation re additional pitch requirements

       (iii)  Wiltshire Transport Plan Progress Report - sent to Cllr. Brindle 

       (iv)  Parliamentary Constituency – Boundary Review consultation       


       (v)    Best Kept Village Competition – County results (Beanacre in 2nd place)

       (vi)   Parish Steward updated plans 

        vii)  Minerals & Waste Planning newsletter

       (viii) Melksham River Enhancement Study – copy letter from Mary Jarvis


  (ix)  New phone system, WWDC  – Copy letter from Cllr. Chivers

        (x)   WCC Minerals & Waste Planning newsletter

Meeting closed 10.05 p.m. 
Chairman, 22nd October 2007
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