
MINUTES of a  Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council  held on 27th March 2006  at Crown Chambers, at 8.30 p.m. 


Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chairman) Cllrs. Alan Baines, Rolf Brindle; Gregory Coombes; John Glover; Chris Holmes and Pat Nicol


Apologies: Cllrs. Ruth Gillings; Don Millard; Steve Petty, Mike Sankey and Paul Wiltshire.


Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Coombes declared an interest in PA MW 06 00688 as an acquaintance of the applicant’s family and in an item of correspondence re an extension at 210 Corsham Road, as the adjoining neighbour. Cllr. Mills declared an interest in the Chair’s Allowance. Cllr. Brindle declared an interest in the account from Flower Farms.

396/05
Public Participation The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders for members of the public to speak


Extension 210 Corsham Road, Whitley: Mrs Drew of 211, Corsham Road referred to a letter she had sent in to the Council. She reported that when her family had moved to Whitley 14 years ago, it had been understood that there would be no further development. The size of the proposed extension to 210 Corsham Road was unreasonable. It was not really an extension so much as an additional dwelling which had been subtly designed to look like an extension. It comprised two bedrooms, an ensuite, an extra sitting room and a dining room and was intended for another family. The development was detrimental to her own property and as they had no windows facing north all their windows would overlook it. The properties were built as traditional Victorian semi- detached houses and this would spoil its character. She confirmed a copy of her letter had been sent to the District Council Planning Department.


The Council re-convened.

397/05
Planning applications:  The Council considered the following planning applications:


MW 06 00555 Foster, 210 Corsham Road, Whitley. Two storey extension to side and rear of existing two storey semi-detached house to provide an additional double and single bedrooms at first floor level and a larger kitchen, dining room and family room. 


The Council agreed to re-consider this application in the light of concerns expressed by Mrs Drew


Cllr. Baines informed that a condition preventing the property being made into two dwellings could be imposed. 


Cllr. Glover suggested the Council ensure the extension was in line with current WWDC Guidelines as regards rights of light.


Resolved: The Council submit additional comments as follows:

      
Additional comments: The Council has already submitted comments for this application. However, in view of concerns received from residents abut site overdevelopment and the application being out of character with existing build, it was agreed to review it again. As a result, the Parish  Council has requested that a) the application be checked to ensure it complies with WWDC Planning Guidance as regards angles re right of light of neighbouring properties, b) a condition be imposed to prevent the property being sub – divided into two dwellings as a later stage.

MW06  00577 Downes Property Ltd;, Unit 5 – 6 Avro Way, Bowerhill Demolition of single storey extension and alterations for change of use to provide 3 no general industrial units. 


Comments: Melksham Without Parish Council has no objection in principle although there is concern that the proposed new build seems very high and out of scale with other existing buildings.  The Parish Council request that the following points be incorporated into the application:

1. Care be taken to ensure the new build does not overshadow existing buildings; it should be the same height and in keeping with existing buildings.

2. In view of the proximity of the site to residential dwellings, usage be restricted to light industrial only.

3. All access, including pedestrian access, should be via industrial estate roads

4. No existing trees should be removed.

5. Hours of work and lorry movements should be confined to normal industrial working hours, with later hours at weekends, to avoid noise disturbance.

6. The door in the east elevation should be kept closed and only used as a fire exit. (In the past this has been left open in summer months, causing noise disturbance to residents)

7. The roofs have a matt finish and colour of materials be muted so that they blend in with the natural environment.

8. A condition be applied to ensure noise levels are kept to a minimum

There were no objections to the following planning applications:
MW06 00688 A.L. King, Adjacent Manor Farmhouse Beanacre. Swimming pool complex in the manner of a walled garden.

MW 002139 Hills Minerals and Waste Ltd., Melksham Household Recycling Centre. Variation of Condition 3 of permission W002139 to extension of opening hours Mon- Sat to 0700 – 2000.

MW06 00148  Mr K Lambert Shaw Court Bath Road, Shaw, Melksham, Wilts.

Revised plans.
MW06 00864  Mr Darren Bush, 46 Kingfisher Drive, Hampton Meadows, Bowerhill Melksham SN12 6FJ   Proposed First Floor extension to dwelling incorporating converting attached single garage into habitable use and construction of a double garage.                                       

MW06 00901   Mr A Drewett, 38 Wellington Square, Bowerhill, Melksham. Proposed conversion of one dwelling into two including a first floor extension.

398/05
Finance


a) Accounts for payment; The following accounts were checked and approved for payment: 

*2579     Wessex Trains – Student rail card                                                               £20.00

Issued since last Council Meeting

2580      MSK Test Pro Ltd –Rent for Crown Chambers 1st April – 30 June       £1,750. 00

2581      West Wiltshire District Council – Rates Jan – March 06                             £156. 08

2582      Wiltshire Publications Ltd – Adverts for AP Meeting and Grant Aid       £137. 48

2583       Leekes – redecoration/maintenance materials £102. 93 + VAT               £120. 94

2584      Jewson – wood    £13. 61 + VAT                                                                £15. 99

2585      Countrywide Farmers – maintenance materials £21. 42 + VAT                 £24. 55

2586      1 x 1 Computers 

                   – Ink Cartidges Epson Colour printer & new Mouse £42.06 + VAT     £49. 42

2587      Mrs Carolyn Beale 

                   -  Refreshments, Beanacre Play Park Opening £12. 52 + VAT              £14. 73

2588      Post Office Counters – postage                                                                  £100. 00

2589      Amazon.co.uk – new laser HP 1020 Printer £67.99 + VAT                       £79. 89


2590     Melksham Town Council – Remembrance Wreath (paid from

                                                                  Chairman’s Allowance)                           £16. 50

2591     Chairman’s Allowance – residue for 2005/06                                              £59. 88

2592     Society Local Council Clerks – Annual Membership Subscription           £134. 00

2593     Flower Farms -220 wildflower plugs, Bowerhill £125 + VAT                  £146. 88

2594   Rob Butler  - to erect office shelves (Labour) 7 hrs                                       
2595  Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – March salary                                                    
2596   Mrs Mary Jarvis – March salary and expenses  (£39. 50)                         
2597   Mrs Elaine Cranton – Office cleaning (February) + polish (99p)               
9598  Mrs Jo  Redding – casual work (18 hrs)                                                         
2599  Gordon Peters – Salary 28/2 – 23/3(48 hrs), expenses & travel(£37.80)      
            2600  WCC – Superannuation  Employer/ee Jarvis                                                 £418. 76                                

       2601  Inland Revenue Tax/NI  Employer/ee Mylchreest,Jarvis,Peters                   £528. 91

 b) Bowerhill Village Hall – new fencing: It was noted that £2,000 had been reserved towards expenses for the new Hall at Bowerhill and a letter had been received from the Hall Treasurer, Tony Giddings to request that this these funds be used towards new fencing on the site. The County Council was erecting fencing for the whole school site and had invoiced the Hall Committee for the proportion of fencing needed around the new Hall. The cost of the fencing was £1,945.05 + VAT Total: £2285. 43. 
Resolved: The Parish Council finance the cost of the  new fencing out of the £2,000 reserved for the new Hall and ask the County Council to invoice the Parish Council direct. 

399/05
 External Signs and Notice Board: The Clerk presented a summary paper of quotations received for new external signs. It was noted that the quotation from Insignia for the main external sign included the wall bracket as well.


Resolved:  1. The Council accept the quotation from Citaglen in the sum of £148 for a brass plaque mounted on hard wood 2. The Council accept the quotation from Citaglen for the Hanging Sign in the Archway at a cost of £24. The Council  ask Citaglen to fit both signs at a cost of £22 per hr.


2. The Council ask Insignia for details of the proposed bracket design for the main suspended sign.

400/05
 General Correspondence for action

a) Proposed withdrawal of Hopper Bus: A letter of protest was received from Whitley resident Mrs Bollen. It was noted that the County Council subsidy for the Hopper was being withdrawn, not the Hopper bus itself.

Resolved: The Council  acknowledge the letter and make this an Agenda item at the next full Council Meeting. Copy of letter to be sent to Wiltshire County Council.

b) Melksham Metro: Letter received from Nigel Bruce-Robertson to give details of a new low-floor easy access Melksham bus service commencing on 3rd April and a new deal for OAPs to travel free with a Special Pass after 8.30 a.m. Mondays – Fridays and at any time on Saturdays or when schools are closed. This information was noted.

c) WCC Recreational Needs Assessment -Preferred Options: Comments were invited by WWDC. Cllr. Brindle reported that this paper omitted any mention of the replacement rugby pitches needed for Melksham. He was not in favour of the vision if it meant  trees would be felled and areas of green would become concrete  Cllr. Baines questioned the District Council’s preoccupation with building on small green areas between existing housing. The Parish Council could not share any vision which envisaged building on open space. The Chairman reported residents had heard rumours of plans to build at Blenheim Park and they wanted to know exactly what was happening, so that they could submit comments now. Cllr.Glover reported that there had been discussions about building on car parking areas at Trowbridge and Dilton Marsh. If WWDC attempted to build on Blenheim Park, there could be another Village Green application in process. It was important to let residents living in the area know about the plans. Cllr. Brindle reported that he would be attending the Stakeholder’s meeting on 31st March. The sale of low value sites depended on other adequate provision being within a distance threshold whereas it should be on a distance threshold of those using the existing site. Some of the areas of open space were given in square metres which made provision look far more than it really was.

      Cllr Baines refuted the statement  in Key Issue 12 Funding: “ …funding is becoming more and more difficult to obtain, especially in “good” areas such as West Wiltshire that don’t have major social problems..”  and recommended the Council draw attention to the imposition of a Dispersal Order at Bowerhill which had been necessary due to major problems with young people in the area. It was noted that in a flowchart in the paper, developer contributions were not necessarily being directed towards new provision, and in cases where no provision was needed a developer could be let off making any contribution at all. It was agreed that an amendment was necessary to ensure that where no new provision was required, the developer would be required to contribute towards the maintenance of existing sites.


Resolved: The Council reply with the above comments. 

d) Fence replacement, 4 De Haviland Place: A letter was received from the District Council Enforcement Department in inform that an unauthorised fence which had been reported by the Council, would be investigated. The Chairman reported that he had asked the Clerk to contact the District Council about the fence.

e) A Community Fit for Our Children Document: The Chairman reported he was most disappointed with this County Document which purported to be a profile of the Melksham Community Area and its villages. While a lot of information was included about Melksham First, the Document basically omitted any reference to parish councils and Action Groups and their role in the villages. It did not even include the Council’s contact details in the list of useful contacts on the back cover. It contained several factual errors and lacked a map of the community area.  He had spoken with Phil Morgan from WCC who had agreed corrections would be made when it was next revised. Cllr. Brindle felt the Document had been produced far too quickly  and it would be better not to produce such a paper if it could not be done properly. Resolved: The Council write to the County Council to request that factual errors be corrected and that the Document pay  tribute to parish councils, the areas they covered and their role in community development.

401/05
Correspondence for information:  The following documents were noted:

(i) Bowerhill New Bus Scheme – Copy letters of correspondence. 
(ii) WALC County Circular February 2006

(iii) Minutes of Youth Meeting, 9th March. The Chairman reported that Jacky Nicholas was seeking to organise another meeting for 5th April

(iv) WCC Budget – summary of outcomes

(v) Regional Spatial Strategy – Update Paper. 

Meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. 

Chairman 19th April 2006
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