
MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday, 11th September 2006 at Crown Chambers, 7.00 p.m.

Present: Cllr. John Glover (Chairman of the Meeting); Cllrs. Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Gregory Coombes; Chris Holmes; Don Millard; Steve Petty and Mike Sankey

Apologies: Cllrs Elisabeth Bean, Ruth Gillings, Mike Mills and  Pat Nicol. 
134/06
Declarations of Interest: The Clerk declared an interest in an account for Ben Jarvis and an IT quotation from Persuasive Images as a relative and left the Meeting when the latter item was discussed. Cllr.Coombes declared an interest in PA MW06 02708 as he knew the family of the applicant. Cllr Petty declared an interest in correspondence from the County Library Homework Club as one of the satellite clubs was being set up at Berryfield. Cllr. Holmes declared an interest in MW06  02681 as he knew the family of the applicant.
135/06
Public Participation.   No matters were raised.
136/06
Co-option to fill Casual Vacancy: The Council noted a letter of application from Richard Wood. Resolved Cllr. Coombes, proposed, seconded by Cllr Baines that Richard Wood be co-opted to fill the casual vacancy. This was unanimously agreed.

137/06
Minutes of Planning Committee Meetings: Resolved: The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 14th August were formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 6th September were formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

138/06
Arising from Min. 127/06 Regional Spatial Strategy:  The Council noted the copy letter attached as an Appendix to the 14th August Minutes which had been sent to the South West Regional Assembly.  Cllr. Brindle emphasised that Trowbridge as an “urban area” needed its own route rather than all the Trowbridge traffic having to use a new Melksham Bypass to get to Trowbridge. Following discussion, it was noted that plans for the new Westbury Bypass had been deferred due to an objection from the Environment Agency. 
139/06
Planning Committee Recommendations: Resolved: The Planning Committee recommendations of the Meeting held on 14th August, as detailed in Mins.126/06 – 129/06 were formally approved by the Council.  The Planning Committee recommendations of the Meeting held on 6th September, as detailed in Mines.  132/06 – 133/-6 were also formally approved by the Council.   
140/06
Planning Applications: 
1. Cereal Partners, Land adjacent to A350, Warehouse and link road: Preliminary Council comments on this application made at the Planning Committee Meeting of 6th September (Min. 132/06) were noted. 
      Resolved: It was agreed to submit the following additional comments and invite the applicant to make a presentation at a Meeting about the application:


Comments: 1. The Council requests environmental enhancements to compensate for the large scale of the proposed development. In particular there needs to be wildlife corridors and shelter areas for the existing wildlife, which otherwise is left with no place to go. Please note the existing badger culvert needs to be retained.
2.   It appears that no bat, reptile or amphibian survey has yet been carried out for the southern end of the site. The Parish Council would like this work to be done as part of an overall Wildlife Survey.

3. The Council notes that other industrial premises north of this site have included bunds as part of the landscaping scheme. This may need to be considered here. Generally more details are required re types and sixes of trees to be planted. Mature indigenous species are requested

4. The application needs to meet the criteria of this site as laid down in the recently adopted District Local Plan First Alteration. Map Inset Melksham 2 indicates tree-planting from north to south of the site along the existing hedge line and around the site as well.

5. More information is required re the proposed HGV movements. If, as appears there will be extra traffic through Holt to Staverton, these parish councils also need to be consulted. The impact on the B roads between Staverton and Melksham also needs to be taken into account, as these minor roads have a limited capacity. If the proposed lorry movements are excessively high then this particular site may not be ideal for a National Cereal Distribution Centre.

Other planning applications: Resolved: No objections be made to the following planning applications:

      MW06  02681 T. Christmas, 140 Beanacre, proposed replacement garage

      MW06  02708 Davies, 46 Shaw Hill, Whitley. Proposal to replace existing outhouse with one larger but to a similar style. 
141/06
Public Participation (2)  Resolved: The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders again to allow a member of the public who had arrived late to speak.

Sheeshnag, Shaw Hill: A resident from Shaw reported that she represented several residents who lived opposite Sheeshnag. There was much local concern that the owner of the property had taken over a piece of land traversed by a right of way, to use as another track to his property. It had been claimed that he needed the track to transport materials but no building work had been completed. Despite several complaints and District Council enforcement action,  he showed no intention of converting the track back into open land. Residents were concerned that as the track over the land had now been used for four years the owner could claim he owned the land.

The Chairman in reply referred to a recent email received from District Councillor Jeff Osborn which informed that a planning contravention notice had been served on 19th June. The District Council had allowed a temporary track to assist the apparent building operations and so had been unable to act for the period allowed. However as  the building work had not been done, the District Council could  now enforce reinstatement. The owner could not legally take over the land due to many challenges which had been made throughout the occupation period. 


A copy of this email was passed on to the resident


The Council re-convened.

142/06
Planning Correspondence

1. Sheeshnag, Shaw Hill: The Council noted the email received from District Cllr. Jeff Osborn
2. New School Woolmore Farm: The Council noted a letter of objection from Ian and Jill Cardy. A joint Town/Parish Council meeting with County Education Officers was planned for Thursday 14th September at 7.00 p.m.  The Chairman   read out the Agenda and reported that  a short preliminary meeting had been arranged between town and parish councillors at 6.15 p.m. to give councillors an opportunity to agree an approach to the meeting. The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had asked for additional agenda items re other site options. It was noted that neither the District Local Development Framework nor the Structure Plan included any details re developing the Woolmore Farm site or a future Eastern Bypass; the proposed school plans did not fit in with any current policy. Cllr. Coombes emphasised any new school needed to be inside a bypass and asked why the new school  was not at the existing George Ward school site. It was noted that the County Council proposed to sell the current site to make up the £9 million shortfall for the proposed new school. Cllr. Brindle emphasised an access to the new site would be far safer from Snowberry Lane.
Resolved: Cllrs. Mike Mills, Jon Glover, Alan Baines, Rolf Brindle, Don  Millard,  Steve Petty and Clerk would attend the joint meeting on 14th September. 
3. WWDC Leisure and Recreation Development Plan: A reply from WWDC was noted.

4. Sahara Sandpit Restoration Scheme: This information was noted.

5. MW06 02268 Lower Forest Stables, proposed equestrian business: Cllr Baines  reported that this application had been refused.
143/06
Minutes, 24th July 2006: The Minutes of the last Council Meeting were formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendment:

Councillors present: Delete “Cllr Mike Sankey”


Apologies:  Insert “Cllr Mike Sankey”

144/06
Arising from Min.106/06 Grant Aid – Library Homework Club: Letter received from the Senior Librarian for Melksham Ms Ross Meyer, to express concern that the Council had not given grant aid to the new Homework Club and to explain how the Club would help the whole Melksham area. It was noted that a pilot Homework Club was being set up at Berryfield and that several thousand pounds were needed to keep the Scheme going.

Resolved: The Council reply to inform that all grant funding for 2006/07had now been spent but as a Club was now being set up in Berryfield, the Council would keep the letter and application on file for next year. However, as  funding was being sought for large amounts, the Council make clear  that grant awards were generally modest, usually no more that £500 per applicant.  
145/06
Arising from Min. 107/06 Neighbourhood Policing: The Council noted a reply from Wiltshire Police to inform that 25% of costs of the proposed new Community Support Officers will come from local authorities and this amount could be split between the County, District and Parish councils. Cllr. Brindle emphasised that the Melksham Without area already had a Community Support Officer. Since the proposed new Teams were being required by the Government, the Government should fund them. Cllr. Baines emphasised that parish councils needed some guarantees, in order to fund the new officers. It was noted the current Support Officer was not qualified to issue fixed penalty notices. 
146/06
Arising from  Min.112/06 Grass-cutting at Beanacre Car Park: The Clerk reported that the Caretaker cut all the grass by the time the Contractor’s quotation for a one-off cut had been received and so she had not given the go-ahead for the contract.  The Caretaker had routinely cut the grass  over the summer and the area was now looking very tidy.

Resolved: The Council review the situation again in January and decide then whether to employ a Contractor for this work. 
147/06
Arising from Min.116/06 Bowerhill Sports Field security: A site meeting with County and District officers had been arranged for Tuesday 26th September at 3.15 p.m. Cllr. Millard emphasised that travellers with grinding equipment would gain access to the field very quickly. Cllr. Glover recommended that a ditch be dug along the fence and concrete blocks be installed to stop easy access. Resolved: Cllrs Mills and Brindle attend on the Council’s behalf.
148/06
Arising from Min. 121/06 Parish Bus Shelters: It was noted that the shelter at Corsham Road had now been removed and improvement works were taking place at the Shaw bus lay-bys. Cllr. Millard reported that the wooden shelter at Sandridge had been temporarily removed to accommodate the road improvements but it would be replaced when work was completed, a bit further back from the road. A letter from WCC was received which informed that a bus shelter would not be installed at the Beaufort Close location. Councillors questioned why this decision had been taken since residents had requested a shelter on the opposite side of the road from the Close. Cllr. Brindle asked whether a survey was required to establish the need for a shelter on A365 opposite the entrance to Hornchurch Road, Bowerhill.

Resolved: The Council reply to WCC to emphasise that a shelter was required at Beaufort Close and to question whether there would be consultation re having a shelter at Hornchurch Road.

149/06
Arising from Min. 123/06 Employment Land Assessment: The Council noted a reply from WWDC Chief Executive Andrew Pate.

150/06
Arising from Min. 124/06 (iii) Rail Services, Melksham. The Clerk had gone on the early morning train trip on 4th September to Swindon (5.52 a.m.) to represent the  Parish Council. The trip had been organised by Graham Ellis in protest at the recent service cuts. A good number had participated and as an Independent Survey on train services was being carried out that morning, all participants had expressed their concerns. First Great Western had cut 6 of 10 journeys to/from Melksham and put on some extra buses instead which were a poor substitute for the rail services which had been cut.

151/06
Finance


1. Receipts: The following amounts were received:

West Wilts. District Council – Grant for new window grilles at Pavilion   £2,301. 82


Mr Guley – rent for allotment land                                                                 £200. 00


2. Accounts for payment: The following accounts were checked by the Council and approved for payment:
August Accounts
2714      *Lock it Shop – Pavilion Club Security furniture £1,241.91 + VAT        1459.28

2715       *Margaret Mylchreest – August salary                                                       
2716       *Mrs Elaine Cranton – Sick Pay (4 mths full pay due –mth 3)                     
2717         *Post Office Counters - postage                                                              
                    (*Paid since last meeting)

2718 Mrs Mary Jarvis  - August Salary  expenses (stationery, postage &

                                                new postage  chart and ruler £25. 97 + VAT)        

2719      Mr Gordon Peters   – Salary 17 July – 10th Aug (84 hrs) 

                 + travel (139 mls) and expenses                                                             
2720      Inland Revenue – Tax/NI employer/ee Jarvis.Mylchreest.Peters           
September Accounts

2721       MSK TestPro Ltd – Rent for Crown Chambers (4th Quarter)                £1,750. 00

2722
    Robert Acton Product Developments – Litterbag holder £12 + VAT       £14. 10

2723        Leekes – maintenance materials £34. 65 + VAT                                       £40. 72

2724
    Countrywide Farmers – maintenance materials £35.98 + VAT                £39. 24

2725        Lock-IT Shop – Key Cabinet    £12. 48 + VAT                                        £14. 66

2726       Melksham Rail Development Group – Grant 

                                              (re-issued cheque to replace lost cheque no 2690          £300. 00

2727      Wilts. And Berks Canal Trust – Annual Subscription                                 £10. 00

2728       Mrs Margaret Mylchreest – September salary                                         
2729        Mrs Elaine Cranton – sick pay (4 mth full pay – month 4)                       
2730        Mrs Mary Jarvis – September salary                                                    
2731         Mrs J Redding – Salary  25/7 – 7/9/06  (31.5 hrs)                                  
2732       Gordon Peters – Salary 15/8 – 1/9 06 plus travel (£47. 25) and

                expenses –mower fuel and maintenance materials £23.89 + VAT          
2733
     Benjamin Jarvis –casual work (12.25 hrs)                                                
2734         Barry Mylchreest – (6.5 hrs) + travel £4.55                                             £52. 32
2735
     WCC Superannuation –Employer/ee Jarvis  Aug & Sept                      £797. 68

2736          Inland Revenue: Tax/NI  Sept Jarvis/Mylchreest incl refund £54.34    £493. 68

2737         Avery Weigh-Tronix – Postal chart -Balance due for new chart                £1. 19

3. Contract for Cleaner:  It was noted that all staff were employed in accordance with the conditions of the Green Book 

Resolved: The cleaner be issued with a written contract of employment –(employed 3hrs per week)
152/06
Affordable Housing: The Council noted two replies received from a) Community First and b) Homes 4 West Wilts which informed that exception sites for housing were restricted to those living in the parish or adjoining parishes with housing need. For local applicants to apply the criteria was as follows:  a)  Lived in area b) Had permanent job in area c) Family connection d) Specialist needs e.g. health care, education or support services needed by applicant were in the area.  The Clerk expressed concern that these letters had not answered the question whether a person living in an adjoining parish in a Category “B” need would take priority over a person actually living in the parish with a Category “C” need. It was clear from the WWDC letter that the Registered Social Landlord would select the nomination for the District Council to approve and parish
                councils did not have a choice in the allocations.


Resolved: The Council reply to seek clarification re the need categories 

153/06
PFI Housing Scheme: The Council noted a letter from the District Council which informed that no sites within the Melksham Without parish had been identified for potential affordable housing. It was agreed to reply to welcome this news. 
154/06
Preservation Orders for trees at Blenheim Park: Reply received from WWDC to inform that the Preservation orders could not be processed at the moment due to staff shortages. However the application was on file in the event of any planning application affecting the trees being submitted. (Case No 06/02356/preapp) It was reported that a planning condition re the new development east of Bowerhill had specified retention of these trees. Cllr. Glover emphasised that more TPOs were needed on other mature trees, both in the residential and industrial estates of Bowerhill. 


Resolved: The parish tree wardens for Bowerhill; Cllrs. Glover and Sankey would survey the estate and report back.

155/06
Blenheim Park New Green Application: The Clerk presented this application and informed it was ready to be submitted to the County Council. It was noted the land being submitted for registration was the main rectangular Green, as the other adjoining land was outside the accepted building line for Bowerhill. Cllr. Petty opposed the application on grounds a) he felt evidence for lawful sports was marginal and b) he felt it was not good use of  parish council time as the application could have been prepared by the Action Group. The Clerk  emphasised that the registration process was quite a complex legal procedure involving a Statutory Declaration before a Solicitor.

Resolved: The New Green Application be now submitted to the County Council.

156/06
Fire Safety Assessment and Fire Safety Policy:  The Council considered  a draft Risk Assessment and draft  Fire Policy which had been prepared by the Clerk, at the Council’s request.  The Clerk  reported that  she had been assisted in the preparation of these papers  by loaned copies of Town Council policies;  and with internet information and emailed items received  from councillors.  The policies needed to be examined in further detail by a Committee. Wiltshire Fire Brigade had also agreed to read the draft documents and make comments. Cllrs. Petty and Millard felt these documents could not be accepted as they had not been prepared by a professional Fire Adviser. Cllr. Glover emphasised that organisations now had to prepare their own risk assessments and fire policies. Following discussion, it was agreed to circulate these draft papers to other occupants in the Crown Chambers building and to obtain professional advice from the Wiltshire Fire Brigade.  

Resolved: The draft Assessment and Fire Policy be circulated to other occupants of Crown Chambers and to Wiltshire Fire Brigade for comment.

157/06
Working Alone Policy:  The Clerk presented a draft policy to the Council which had been  based on the Community First Working Alone Policy. Cllr. Petty proposed the Council invest in audio and visual monitoring equipment. A discussion re safety ensued.


Resolved: This matter be discussed again at the next Council Meeting.
158/06
Turbine and Water Pump Improvements, Bowerhill: The Council consider a quotation received via the District Council for renovating and repainting the old turbine in Lysander Road, Bowerhill. It was noted that the work needed to be carried out by a WWDC  approved contractor and the District Council Conservation Officer had offered a grant of £810 + VAT towards this work.


Resolved: The Council accept the quotation from Reedec in the sum of £2,000 for this work and also formally accept the offer of grant aid of £810 + VAT from the WWDC Conservation Officer.

159/06
Beanacre Play Park Landscaping: The Council considered quotations received from contractors to install landscaping at the Beanacre Play Park site. It was noted that the Scheme had been drawn up by the County Council who had offered a grant of £483 towards this work.


Resolved: The Council accept the quotation from Oliver Lang and Brown in the sum of 


£3,762. 94 + VAT for landscaping and formally accept a grant offer of £483 from the County Council towards this work.

160/06
 IT Support Contract: ( The Clerk declared an interest in a quotation received from Persuasive Images and  left the Meeting when this item was discussed.)


Resolved: The Council accept the Contract from R.M. Software for this work, in the sum of £35 + VAT per hour ( no call-out charge)

161/06
General Correspondence for action

1. Parish Forum 18th October: Invitation received from WWDC with request for Agenda items. Cllr Glover suggested the item “How do other parish councils ensure they are compliant with legislation, e.g. fire safety?”

Resolved: This item be put forward for the next Agenda.


2. Beanacre Park – resident’s request for matching boundary fence: Letter received from resident living adjacent to the Play Park Field to request permission to erect boundary fencing to match the estate fencing installed around the field by the Parish Council. Cllr.Ruth Gillings offered to liaise with the resident and report back.

3. Local Area Agreements – WWDC Seminar Monday 2nd October: Invitation received. It was noted that this was the date of the next Community Action Committee. It was agreed to find out if Cllr. Nicol would like to attend.

4. Plugging the Leaks: Information received from Community First with an invitation to attend a joint Seminar being held at Melksham Town Hall on Monday 25th September. 


Resolved: Chair, Vice-Chair, Cllrs. Alan Baines, Rolf Brindle, Steve Petty and the Clerk to attend on the Council’s behalf.
162/06
General Correspondence for information:  The Council noted the following correspondence items:
      (i)  Parish Steward Scheme – Information from WCC

      (ii) Pedestrian Crossing, Devizes Road – WCC reply to inform that this Scheme would be assessed and considered for inclusion in the 2007 – 08 works programme.

      (iii) WCC Meet and Greet Evening – summary notes

      (iv) Lay-by, Upper Beanacre Farm – Copy of  WCC letter sent to residents to inform that the flowerbed would not now be installed 

       (v) Wilts. and Swindon Record Office move to Chippenham – WCC letter to outline the schedule for the move of the County Records Office to Chippenham.
       (vi) Wilts. Local Transport Plan – 2005/06 Delivery Report

       (vii) Wiltshire Wheels at Work – letter from Community First to inform that persons 16 – 45 living in isolated communities can now obtain a moped on loan for work or training purposes. 
       (viii) Wiltshire Fire Brigade – draft Business Plan and details of Briefing seminars.

163/06    Melksham First – Director nomination: The Council was pleased to note that Cllr John Glover, the Council representative on Melksham First had now been appointed as a Director to serve on the Executive Committee. Cllr. Glover then requested Council approval for him to support the following resolutions at the next Melksham First Meeting:  
1. Resolve that the company's account for the financial year ended 31  May 2006 together with   the directors' report and the auditors' report on those accounts be and are approved and that they be signed by any director of the company.
2. Resolve that Robson Taylor be and are reappointed auditors of the Company to hold  office until the conclusion of the next general  Meeting at which accounts are laid before the company and that  their remuneration be fixed by the directors in consultation with 

             them.

       3.    Resolve that the following directors who retire in accordance with 

3. Resolve Article 6.4 of the company's articles of association be and are reappointed:
Resolved: The Council support the resolutions as detailed above.
164/06
Council Christmas Dinner: It was agreed this event would be held on Thursday 21st December at The Bell, Lacock.  Cllr Millard reported that he would be unable to come to this event.


Meeting closed 10. 15 p.m.

Chairman, 23rd October 2006

PAGE  
1

