
DRAFT MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 19th June 2006 at First Floor Crown Chambers, Melksham.


Present: Cllr. Mike Mills(Chair); Cllrs. Alan Baines; Elisabeth Bean; Rolf Brindle; John Glover; Don Millard; Steve Petty and Mike Sankey.


Apologies: Cllrs. Gregory Coombes, Ruth Gillings and Pat Nicol.

52/06
Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Alan Baines  declared an interest in the grant award for Melksham Rail Development Group

53/06
Public Participation:  The Council adjourned for a period of public participation.

1. Concrete Batching Plant, Sandridge: Resident Mark Nunn from Sandridge Road reported that at the Bromham Parish Council Meeting held on 12th June, the Council had voted to reject the application for the proposed Concrete Batching Plant at Sandridge. However at the Meeting held on 31st May, while the Melksham Without Parish Council had made recommendations for limits on the application, it was unclear whether the Council was pro the application or against it. Please would the Parish Council make clear whether  it supported or opposed the application. The Batching Plant would reduce the values of properties at Sandridge.

The Chairman reported the Council had opposed the application in its present form.

Mr Nunn asked why the Council was just opposing the application as it stood at present and not altogether.

Cllr. Baines emphasised that the District Council was constantly telling the Parish Council there had to be clear planning reasons for rejecting an application. For this application details were incomplete and it was not certain whether the application could be rejected on planning grounds

The Clerk reported the Council’s comments to the County Council made clear the Parish Council did object as the application appeared to contravene

several Structure Plan policies.  However the Council also had to face the possibility that the County Council would not adhere to its own policies, as it had happened in the past. Thus the Parish Council had stipulated a number of conditions which should be applied if the County Council was minded to ignore its own policies and pass it 

The Chairman then gave details of the content of the letter. He emphasised a decision would be made at the County Regulatory Committee Meeting and residents needed to attend and speak against the application. 

 Mr Nunn asked if residents could have a copy. 

2. Footpath 109, Beanacre: Beanacre resident Mr Lea reported that this path went to a disused well and he now owned the land over which the right of way passed. He had applied for an Extinguishment Order because the path went by the side gate of his property and there had been  a spate of burglaries in the village. The Order had been refused and the County Council had informed this was because the Parish Council had opposed it. He had then met with Cllrs Ruth Gillings  and Mike Sankey who had suggested the path become a permissive path about 1 metres in width  He was happy to go along with this suggestion and to improve the well to help the community. 

It was noted that the decision to oppose the Order had been made in February and the “six month rule” applied, preventing the matter being placed on a Council Agenda for debate again until at least September (No Council Meeting in August) 

Mr Lea questioned why the decision could not be changed. He emphasised the facts upon which the decision had been made were incorrect. Past Council Minutes re this item were erroneous and should be corrected and councillors needed to listen to his point of view. 

Cllr. Brindle suggested coming to an arrangement for a Diversion so that this area of land could be securely fenced  and more secure.

Cllr. Baines suggested the matter be referred to the Rights of Way Officer so the Council could be advised on this matter.

The Clerk reported that she had already written to the Rights of Way Officer. The County

Mr Lea questioned why the Parish Council needed to get advice.

The Clerk informed that the County Council was the Rights of Way Authority and knew the legal situation. A written reply received from the County Council indicated that where there was a strip of land between two properties traversed by a right of way, the presumption in law was that the public had access to the whole area.

Mr Lea emphasised this was incorrect. 

Cllr. Millard suggested Mr Lea obtain a security system for his property.

The Chairman advised the matter would be an Agenda item for discussion at the September Meeting.

The Council re-convened

54/06         Planning Applications:  The Council considered the following planning applications:

MW06  01606 and 01615  Martin, 400 The Spa. Demolition of existing garage, two-storey extension and garage and internal alterations. Listed Building

Comments: No objection subject to the approval of the Conservation Officer. We understand there may be a very ancient drock at the back of this property which may require protection. Caroline Power has details on this.

MW06  01653 Miller, The Annexe, Beeches Green, Shaw. Continued use of building as dwelling and alterations to dwelling
             Comments: No objections subject to the extension annexe remaining part of the main property.

MW06  01666 Jaggar, Raglands Cottage, Bromham Certificate of lawfulness regarding an existing dwelling.


Comments: The Parish Council is at a loss to understand why this dwelling was allowed to be repositioned and  built not in accordance with the approved plans, without any checks from the Buildings Regulations Department and why the differences were not picked up for at least four years. 

   
 MW06  01681  Wakeman, The Beeches, Shaw  Conversion of roof space.

   
Comments: The Council strongly objects that the proposed conversion is out of keeping with similar properties in the same area and it looks very ugly. It would create an unwelcome precedent if it were to go ahead. 

There were no objections to the following planning applications:

MW06  01632 Nicholas Westlands Farm, Whitley Conversion of redundant barn into residential accommodation ancillary to main dwelling.
MW06 01655 Tinnion, 10 Eden Grove, Whitley. Two storey side extension

MW06  01666 Jaggar, Raglands Cottage, Bromham Certificate of lawfulness regarding an existing dwelling.

MW06  00698 McKibbin, 187 Westlands Lane, Whitley, Alterations and extensions to form entrance, living room master bedroom and garden room

55/06     Planning Correspondence
1. Travellers at Bowerhill Sports Field: The Chairman reported that he had received a telephone call to inform that about 25 vehicles had breached the double gates to enter the Sports Field. Security 2000 had informed the Police who had stated they were unable to take action because the land belonged to a Local Authority and nobody had been seen breaking open the gates. The travellers were Irish who had left Ireland due to the Trespass Act. The County Council had followed all the correct procedures in seeking to evict them.  Officers were in the process of preparing papers for a Court Eviction Order but when one Officer had visited the Travellers on site he had been threatened and surrounded. As a result the Police became involved and gave the travellers 24 hours notice to leave. The travellers then vacated the site; leaving a lot of rubbish behind,  including some asbestos. The District Council had begun the clearing-up process which was expensive.

The presence of the travellers on site had also prevented the Air Ambulance landing to take a child with meningitis to hospital.  

The Council noted that a lot of the rubbish had now been cleared from the field but Shails Lane was still very dirty. The football teams had used the George Ward field for training instead and there had been a corresponding reduction in fees for next year. There was a need to make the playing field more secure. Cllr. Brindle suggested the padlock shackle be housed to make it more difficult to remove.  Cllr Millard  emphasised that travellers were well equipped to remove any barriers to sites   Cllr. Glover felt the Government needed to introduce a Trespass Act into England. If the Parish Council took over the Sports Field it would then be liable for any clearing-up costs. There was relief that the Pavilion Club had not been vandalised. The Clerk confirmed  that the Lock-It Shop would be making the doors as well as the windows secure. Cllr. Petty questioned why the Air Ambulance had not used another site in the Melksham area, such as a car park, or Broughton Common. Cllr.Sankey reported that he had spoken to the Ambulance control room. Wilts County Council was planning to erect a sign  on site to mark out  the Air Ambulance landing site.  Cllr. Baines questioned whether  the Revival Scooter Club would still be able to use the field for a weekend event.

Resolved: The Council write to the County and District Council and ask what plans were under way to make the Sports Field more secure in the future.

2.  Development, Whitley Golf Club: Cllr. Bean reported that Whitley resident Mr Emberton had visited her to protest about possible plans for affordable housing on the site. The landowner, Mr Nicolas had told a neighbour he was unaware that the option of affordable housing had been proposed. He was prepared to give land for school car parking and for a play area but if there were too many demands he would drop all the proposals. The Clerk reported that she had spoken with the Architect again who was now  keen to move towards a formal planning application. At the Local Strategic Partnership Meeting, the District Council Housing Officer had made clear the District Council would still have nomination rights even if it were an exception site. This contradicted information given by the Community First Housing Officer, Carol Southall. It was noted that the Council would only support affordable housing if it did not erode the rural buffer and if it were on an exception site over which the Parish Council had full nomination rights. 
Resolved: The Council  write to the District Council and Community First to ask for written clarification of nomination rights on exception sites.

3. Eddies Hot Food Takeaway: The Council noted a letter from WWDC Principal Planning Officer to inform on the present situation as regards enforcement. The Chairman again expressed concern that  although the Appeal for planning permission had been lost, the takeaway was still operating. The site caused serious hazard as large lorries parked on the bend to use the takeaway; blocking all visibility. It was noted that the Community Support Officer, Janet Gould, had powers to issue fixed penalties.

Resolved: The Council ask the Police to take action re illegal parking.

4. Sheeshnag, Shaw: A copy letter of protest from Cllr. Chivers, re the lack of enforcement was noted. Cllr. Bean reported there had been problems finding a water source which had led to delays in construction of the new garage and re-location of the conservatory. Councillors emphasised there needed to a stile installed to prevent vehicles driving over the right of way.

Resolved: The Council inform the Rights of Way Officer re their continuing concerns over the lack of enforcement.

56/06
Minutes of Planning Meeting, 31st May: The Minutes of this Meeting were approved by the Council and signed by the Chair as a correct record.

57/06
Arising from Min. 37/06 PA MW06 09012 Concrete Batching Plan, Sandridge: The Council noted a copy of an objection letter from Bromham Parish Council which had been submitted to the County Council and Kennet District Council. Cllr. Millard reported he had attended the Bromham Parish Council Meeting and all present  were objecting to the application. Councillors expressed disappointment with a recent misleading Melksham News article which implied the Melksham Without Council was not concerned and councillors were in the dark about the application. It was noted that Cllr. Baines had made two extra copies of the application for residents and the Council had held a Special Planning Meeting at a venue close to them.  The Council had also incorporated all the objections made by residents in its objection letter to the County Council. The Chairman reported the Melksham News had admitted making a errors and had confirmed an apology would be made in the next issue. 

58/06
Minutes, Annual Council, 22nd May: Resolved: The Minutes of the Annual Council held on 22nd May be approved by the Council as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

59/06
Arising from Min. 11/06  Insurance Policy: The Clerk reported that following the Meeting, she had been  made aware by the District Council Officer that vandals were deliberately visiting play areas to wreck safety surfacing. In view of this she had asked Allianz Cornhill to continue to insure the new safety surfacing at Beanacre. The extra premium cost would be £222. 56. The Council agreed to endorse this decision.


Resolved: The Council insure the new safety surfacing at Beanacre at an extra cost of £222. 56.

60/06
Arising from Min.14/06  Casual Vacancy: The Clerk reported that the closing date for residents to request an election to fill the vacancy caused by Paul Wiltshire’s resignation was 23rd June. This was noted.

61/06
Arising from Min. 22/06 Joint Town/ Parish Council Health Working Party: It was noted that Cllrs Ruth Gillings and Rolf Brindle would be representing the Council on the Joint Health Working Party. Cllr. Glover reported that a Government spokesman on a news item about closure of a Gloucestershire hospital had emphasised that local views much be taken into account.

62/06
Arising from Min. 23/06 Youth Work:  The Council noted a copy letter of protest from Atworth resident Mavis King to the County Council, about the proposed closure of the Canberra Centre.  The Chairman reported that the Bowerhill Action Group was seeking to hold a barbecue at the Pavilion Club and was also advertising for volunteers for the older youth group. An invitation was received from Melksham First to attend a Youth Meeting on Tuesday 4th July. There was discussion re who should attend.  It was agreed Cllrs. Rolf Brindle, John Glover, Mike Mills and Pat Nicol attend to represent the Council Cllr. Petty reported he would be going on behalf of the Berryfield and Semington Road Action groups.

Resolved: The Council find out how many representatives would be attending from Melksham Town and whether representatives from all the Action groups had been invited. 

63/06
Arising from Min. 23/06  Children’s Competition re Naming of Rooms: Just one entry had been received to suggest the rooms be named after water and to propose the names Kennet,  Avon, Southbrook  and Clackers. 


Resolved: The Council reply to the entrant to congratulate her on her initiative and to enclose £5 book token.

64/06
Arising from Min. 24/06 WWDC PFI Housing Bid: The Chairman reported he had attended  and spoke at the District Council  Special Meeting held on 13th June. It had  been agreed to retain all 52 sites  for the time being so that Government funding could be secured.  Some sites such as car parks and open space were being earmarked as “sensitive” with the intention that if these would not go ahead without extensive consultation with parish councils, local groups and residents. Those present at the Meeting had all agreed there needed to be more consultation. There were 4,000 on the Housing Register and this Scheme would provide 400 units. Councillors emphasised that local people should have priority. Cllr. Glover emphasised that the proposed affordable housing development on present garage sites would cause chaos as the sites were now used for parking. He proposed the Council ask for Tree Preservation Orders on the  mature trees opposite the Pilot. This was agreed. It was noted that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman would be meeting with WWDC Officer Chris Trowell at 3.30 p.m. on 27th June.


Resolved: The Council ask for Tree Preservation Orders on the mature trees opposite The Pilot, Bowerhill.

65/06
Arising from Min. 27/06 Bus Shelter, Semington Road: The Council noted a letter from the Police asking that the block-built shelter be not replaced, as the present shelter was being misused by young people. It was noted that 50% grants were available from the County Council for new shelters and the Berryfield Action Group was investigating the possible options. Cllr. Brindle reported that he had never seen the shelter either being used by young people or by bus users. Cllr. Petty asked who owned the land on which the shelter stood. The Clerk replied she though it was highway land but she would check this out.


Resolved: The Council check who owned the land on which the existing shelter stood.

66/06
Arising from Min. 31/06 Melksham Hospital Deeds: Enquiries had been made. It was noted the Deeds had been found and it could be possible to obtain a copy either from the land Registry or direct from West Wilts. PCT under the Freedom of Information Act. Councillors gave the Clerk names of people who may have more information.

67/06
Minutes, Finance Committee Meeting, 5th June:  The Minutes of this Meeting were approved as a correct record by the Council and signed by the Chairman.

68/06
Arising from Min. 42/06 Fire Risk Policy: The Clerk confirmed she had now received information from Cllrs. Glover and  Holmes and was also contacting Wiltshire Fire Brigade for advice. (www.wiltsfire.gov.uk)

69/06
Arising from Min.51/06 Beanacre Play Park – Grasscutting: Cllr. Baines reported that the spring on the pedestrian gate did not seem to be working. It was agreed to ask Barry Mylchreest to check this out. The Clerk confirmed the grass had now been cut.

70/06
Pathways for Change – Healthcare documents: The Council noted an email from District Councillor Brian Mudge advising of the need for a joint response from the Town and Parish councils. There was discussion re the Options which were being proposed.  It was agreed that while Option 2 - a new hospital for the Melksham Area  was generally favoured, there was at present  a) no firm commitment that a new hospital would be built at Melksham b) no obvious site available and c) no guarantee that the existing Melksham hospital would be kept in use until the new hospital was open. It was noted the Melksham Area Seminar had supported Option 3. It was agreed that while none of the Options were ideal, the Council would welcome Option 3 as the least objectionable choice of the options being presented at present.  However if there was a guarantee the new hospital would be built in the Melksham area, the Council would accept Option 2, providing the existing hospital remained operational until a new hospital was opened. 


Resolved: The Council reply to the Pathways for Change document, with comments as detailed above.

71/06
Neighbourhood Policing Teams – Consultation on Area Boundaries: The Council reviewed the proposed boundaries. It was agreed that the proposed areas did sit comfortably within the communities the teams would serve. The Chairman reported Neighbourhood Policing Teams had been one of the topics discussed at the recent LSP Meeting. The teams represented a major change in approach; with the Police asking communities what problems existed and responding to them, rather than themselves deciding what problems existed. There was concern  as to how the new teams would be financed. It was reported that there would be no charge on parishes for at least a year and then councils could be asked to pay 25% costs. The  Scheme was due to be implemented in West Wiltshire by April 2008. 


Resolved: The Council reply to support the proposed boundaries, but emphasise that this initiative should be financed from the Police budget and welcome an injection of funds for local policing from the Police and West Wiltshire District Council. 


Cllrs. Don Millard and Steve Petty left the Meeting at 9.00p.m. and 9.10 p.m respectively.

72/06
Bowerhill Sports Field:  The Clerk  reported County Cllr Roy While had asked for a summary of the outstanding issues in preparation for a another Joint Meeting with the County Council. The Council reviewed an email reply received from County Property Services Officer Mark Hunnybun. A Joint Meeting was proposed for either 10th or 11th July. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman were unavailable to attend on those dates. Cllr. Glover advised the Council needed to confirm whether it wished to retain the Sports Field and create a Village Green. If the Council did not wish to retain the Sports Field land a different approach to recreational land was needed. It was agreed to hold another Working Party on 10th July at 7.45 p.m.  after the Staffing Committee Meeting (7.00 p.m.)


Resolved: The Council reply to request some dates later in July.

73/06
 Finance

1. Internal Audit Report 2005/06: The Council noted an excellent report received from the Internal Auditor. No matters were raised. The Chairman  congratulated the Clerk on the Council’s behalf.  

Resolved: The Council formally approve the Report

2. Statement of Assurance for External Auditor: It was noted that all the required checks had been done. Resolved: The Statement of Assurance be  formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman

3. Accounts:  The Council noted that a revised  electricity had been received from MSK as the first account was incorrect. The Clerk reported that  MSK had agreed to the Council having its own separate meter in future.  For account cheque 2665, some expenditure had been incurred due a burst pipe in the wash-room, resulting in damage to the ceiling below. This was covered by Building Insurance and MSK were in the process of submitting a claim. Barry Mylchreest had repaired the pipe and a claim had been submitted to MSK for labour and materials for the repair. Cllr. Holmes asked that the Accounts item be higher up on the Agenda in future, to give Finance Committee members more time to check and sign the accounts. This was agreed.

The following accounts were checked and approved for payment:

2646   West Wilts. District Council – Residue rates due 1/1/ - 31/03/6    £131. 33

2647   West Wilts. Micros – 6 Epson colour cartridges  £35. 76 + VAT         £42. 03

2648   Complete Weed Control –Parish weedspraying £700 + VAT             £822. 50

2649   Jewson – Hardwood   £33.19 + VAT £5. 81                                         £39. 00

 2650  Countrywide Farmers – maintenance materials £28.19 + VAT             £32. 50

         2651  Lock-It Shop –

                      To fit window lock at Melksham First offices £43. 94 + VAT    £51. 63

2652  Bromham Social Centre – room hire for Planning Meeting, 31st May     £14. 00 

2653  University of Gloucester Conference 10th& 11th July

                        re Neighbourhood Governance  £119.00 less 30% discount      £83. 30

2654  Vision ICT Ltd – Website Hosting & Support 2006/07 £235 + VAT    £276. 60

2655 Wilts. Association Local Councils

                                 – Annual Subscription £667. 53 + VAT                        £784. 35

2656  Open Spaces Society – Annual Subscription                                         £30. 00

2657  Community First – Annual Subscription                                               £32. 00

 2658  Local Council Review -  2 subscription for 2 x 4 quarterly copies       £28. 00

SALARIES

 2659 Mrs Margaret Mylchreest  - June salary                                               
2660  Elaine Cranton – Cleaning, Crown Chambers  May                               
2661  Mrs Jo Redding – 9.5 hrs Minute work & 5.5 hrs casual work (15 hrs) 
2662  Mrs Mary Jarvis – June salary & travel expenses & stationery         
2663  Gordon Peters – Salary 16/5 – 8/6/06, travel £43. 05)  

           reimbursement re Pavilion Club renovation & equipment        

2664   Barry Mylchreest  -Salary 22/5 – 13/6/06 travel (£20.65)                     
2665  Barry Mylchreest : * New pipe & taps  Council office  £14.43 + VAT 

                      & Mountfield Mower for Council £149. 34 + VAT                                                 

2666 Wiltshire County Pension Fund – Superannuation employer/ee Jarvis  £398. 95

2667  Inland Revenue – Tax/NI Employer/ee Jarvis, Mylchreest                   £564. 21

  2668  MSK TestPro Ltd    – Electricity bill Crown Chambers 

                                                    1/1/06– 30/04/06  £313.82 + VAT             £351. 07

2669   Wessex Water – Berryfield Allotments                                                 £78. 74

GRANT AWARD CHEQUES  2006/07










2670

Bowerhill Village Hall Trust
              


£2,350
2671

Shaw Hill Hall and Playing Fields
    

            £2,850

2672

Whitley Reading Rooms 

               

  £350

2673

St. Barnabas Church Hall, Beanacre



  £350

2674

Bowerhill Action Group




  £250

2675

Melksham & District Guides


              
  £250

2676

Shaw & Whitley Toddler Group



  £100

2677

Splash Police Group





  £200

2678

Carers Support West Wiltshire
    

              £250

2679

Hope Counselling Service


    
              £200

2680

Melksham PHAB Club




  £200

2681

Splitz Support Service
 


    
              £200

2682

West Wilts Citizens Advice Bureau



  £500

2683

St. John’s Ambulance

 


              £100

2684

Melksham Tourist Information Centre


£1000

2685

Melksham Party in the Park




  £300

2686

Berryfield Village Hall Committee



  £400

2687

Bowerhill Villager



         
              £300

2688 

Shaw and Whitley Village Voice



  £300

2689

Christ Church, Parish of Shaw & Whitley


  £200

2690

Melksham Rail Development Group



  £300
2691

Melksham Country Dancers



              £100

2692

The Whitley Players



 
              £100
                                                        TOTAL GRANT AWARDS                     £5, 950

74/06
General Correspondence for action

a) Footpath 109, Beanacre: The Council noted the correspondence which had been received. This would be an Agenda item at the Council Meeting on 11th September.

b) Berryfield Play Area Opening: An invitation was received to the Opening on Saturday 8th July at 11.00 a.m. It was agreed the Chairman, Cllr. Rolf Brindle and the Clerk would attend to represent the Council.

c) Community Decline & Charter 88 Campaign: Resolved: The Council support this Campaign and write to MPs Michael Ancram and Dr Andrew Murrison to ask them to support it by signing the Early Day Motion No 641.
d) “Fun in the Sun” Sports Development: A letter was received from West Wiltshire District Council, offering summer activities over the holiday period. The Chairman  felt this activity would complement the planned barbecue at the Pavilion Club very well. It was agreed to send copies to all the Action Groups.

e) “Plugging the Leaks” –  Melksham regeneration initiative: A letter was from Community First inviting the Council to be involved with forthcoming workshops to find ways to keep money – spending local and so enhance the local economy. Councillors expressed interest and requested more information re what time of day the workshops would be held. Resolved: The Council reply to Community First to support this initiative and obtain more information about planned meetings.
f) West Wiltshire Employment Land Assessment: It was noted that Cllr. Nicol had gone to Trowbridge for this Meeting, only to find it had been cancelled at short notice.

g) Street trading in West Wiltshire: Consultation paper from West Wilts. District Council. It was agreed this would be an Agenda item at the July Council Meeting
h) County Council Informal Reception 24th/25th July: Invitation received. The Chairman reported he would be able to attend on 25th July. Cllr. Glover passed on apologies as he was away between 15th – 31st July.
i) WCC Waste Forum 20th July: Cllr. Brindle reported that he would be able to attend this event. This offer was welcomed.
j) Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005: Copies of the DEFRA Guide Getting to grips with the Clean Neighbourhoods Act 2005 – a parish council guide to environmental enforcement were circulated. The Council noted a letter of complaint from a Bowerhill resident about the Council’s decision  not to take up the extra powers offered in the Clean Neighbourhoods Act. It was noted that under the “six-month rule” the Council could not discuss the matter again until October 2006. It was noted that prior to using enforcement powers, Council staff had to attend an approved training course. Since there were major cost implications, consultation would  also be necessary to find out if residents across the parish were willing to have the precept increased to pay for this work. Subject to residents’ agreement the earliest the Act could be implemented would be April 2007.(the next financial year). 
Resolved: The Council reply to the Bowerhill resident to explain the situation and the matter be an Agenda item at the October Council Meeting.

k) 
WWDC Gambling Policy – Consultation paper: It was agreed this paper would be reviewed at a Committee Meeting on 10th July.

75/06
General Correspondence for information. The Council noted the following items:

a) West Wiltshire Boundary Review – acknowledgement of submission received from Boundary Committee.

b) Emergency Planning Newsletter – copies circulated to Cllr Glover and Millard.

Meeting closed 10.15 p.m.

Chairman, 24th July 2006
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