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 MELKSHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs Teresa Strange 

 

                                                      First Floor 
Melksham Community Campus,  

Market Place, Melksham,  
Wiltshire, SN12 6ES 

Tel: 01225 705700 
 

Email: clerk@melkshamwithout-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.melkshamwithout-pc.gov.uk 

 

Serving rural communities around Melksham 
 

Monday 3rd August 2026 
 
To all members of the Council Highways, Footpaths and Streetscene Committee: Councillors: Chris 
Griffiths, Alan Baines, David Pafford (Council Vice-Chair), John Glover (Council Chair), Martin 
Haffenden, Mark Harris and Richard Wood. 
 
You are invited to attend the Highways, Footpaths & Streetscene Committee Meeting which will be 
held on Monday 10th August  2026 at 7.00pm at Melksham  Without Parish Council Offices 
(First Floor), Melksham Community Campus, Market Place, SN12 6ES  to consider the agenda 
below:  
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS WORK BEING UNDERTAKEN IN THE CAMPUS CARPARK SO 
LEAVE PLENTY OF TIME TO ARRIVE AND FIND A PARKING SPACE AS THERE WILL BE 
FEWER SPACES AVAILABLE THAN USUAL. YOU MAY NEED TO USE ALTERNATIVE CAR 
PARKS IN THE AREA . 
 
TO ACCESS THE MEETING REMOTELY, PLEASE FOLLOW THE ZOOM LINK BELOW. THE 
LINK WILL ALSO BE POSTED ON THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN IT GOES LIVE 
SHORTLY BEFORE 7PM.  
 
Click link here:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2791815985?pwd=Y2x5T25DRlVWVU54UW1YWWE4NkNrZz09&omn=
82355459857 
 
Or go to www.zoom.us or Phone 0131 4601196 and enter: Meeting ID: 279 181 5985    Passcode: 
070920.  Instructions on how to access Zoom are on the parish council website 
www.melkshamwithout-pc.gov.uk.  If you have difficulties accessing the meeting please call (do not 
text) the out of hours mobile:  07341 474234 
 

Yours sincerely    YOU CAN ACCESS THE AGENDA PAPERS HERE 
      

 
 
Teresa Strange 
Clerk 
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AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome, Announcements & Housekeeping  

2. To receive Apologies and approval of reasons given.  

3. Chairman & Vice Chair of Highways, Footpaths and Streetscene  Committee for 2026/27  
a. To elect Chair  of Highways, Footpaths and Streetscene Committee for 2026/27 
b. To elect Vice-Chair  of Highways, Footpaths and Streetscene Committee for 2026/27 
c. To note the Terms of Reference & Scheme of Delegation  for the Highways, Footpaths 

and Streetscene Committee 

4. Declarations of Interest  
a. To receive Declarations of Interest 
b. To consider for approval any Dispensation Requests received by the Clerk and 

not previously considered. 

5. To consider holding items in Closed Session due to confidential nature  
  Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of 

the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during consideration of 
business, where publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

6. Public Participation  

7. Cumulative Impact on Highways  
a. To note the question raised to Wiltshire Council from Councillor Philip Whitehead 

about the impact on multiple planning applications within a small area and to note 
the response received. 

b. To consider highways matters related to current planning applications: 
i. Actions to secure appropriate highway infrastructure through potential Section 73 

amendment 
�x A3102 Roundabout (Blackmore Farm PL/2023/11188) 
�x A365 access for Land South of Western Way (PL/2025/07391) 

ii. Actions to secure appropriate highway infrastructure through planning application 
process 
�x Old Loves Farm (PL/2025/06105) 

c. To consider response from request to resurface Westlands Lane 

8. To consider requests for support by the Parish Council including requests for the 
Local Highways & Footpath Improvement Group  (LHFIG) next meeting on 10th 
September  2026 (deadline 27th August  2026):  
a. Bowerhill  

i. Request for parking restrictions/double yellow lines on A365/Falcon way 
roundabout  

ii. Request for parking restriction/double yellow lines on Halifax Road  
iii. Bowerhill site visit with Martin Rose 24th Feb - to review site visit report and 
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consider next steps  
iv. Request for white H-bar marking by the gate to the Kestral Court play area 

b. Redstocks  
i. Request for signs on A365 warning of horses crossing at Redstocks and Bollands 

Hill  
c. Shaw and Whitley  

i. To consider parking outside the Methodist Chapel, Whitely blocking buses using 
Top Lane (solution has been suggested as part of cable routing Community Benefit 
but not progressed) 

ii. �7�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���µ�S�D�U�N���D�Q�G���V�W�U�L�G�H�¶���U�R�X�W�H�V���I�U�R�P���6�K�D�Z���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���+�D�O�O���F�D�U�S�D�U�N���W�R��
Shaw School  

iii. To consider update on actions from Shaw and Whitely site visit (spring 2025) 

9. Local Highways & Footpath Improvement Group (LHFIG)  
a. To note the status of current LHFIG requests made by MWPC 
b. To consider quotes for village gates in Shaw and Whitley 
c. �7�R���Q�R�W�H���W�K�H���µ�6�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�Y�H���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�V���6�F�K�H�P�H���I�X�Q�G�¶���E�L�G���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���I�R�U��

funding in 2026/27 and consider any actions to move forward with the parish 
schemes 

d. To note the LHFIG activity statistics over the past 3 financial years to 31/03/26. 
e. To note the data from the ANPR bus gate camera on Semington Road 

10. Speed Indicator Device (SID) and Community Speed Watch  
a. To consider the new Wiltshire Council Speed Limit Policy (adopted July 2026) and any 

actions arising 
b. To note the results of the traffic surveys conducted on Folly Lane A365 and Bath 

Road/Bowerhill A365 �± not eligible for intervention measures 
c. Request for deployment of SID 2, with downloadable data, on Top Lane, Whitley  
d. Request for deployment of SID 2, with downloadable data, on Corsham Road, Shaw 
e. To note SID data collected on Semington Road �± to inform schedule review 
f. To review SID deployment schedule (as per point 16 of the Practice Note �± To review 

every 6 months) �± last conducted in September 2025  
g. To address confusion about eligibility of Top Lane Whitley for Community Speed Watch 

11. Road Safety  Working Group  
a. To consider any items/projects for review by the Road Safety Working Group 

(standing item). 
�x To review available speed / traffic accident data 
�x To consider ways of recording near miss data 
�x To consider possible locations for 20mph speed limits 

12. Rights of Way  and Footpaths  
a. To consider any footpath and Row improvements to be requested for future new 

developments 
b. To consider update on MELK40 width 
c. To consider a more detailed request for MELW42  
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d. To consider request for improvements to mobility scooter access to SEEN17 (Giles 
Wood) 

e. To consider Wiltshire Council rights of way mapping request 

13. Real Time Information  
a. To consider any response to escalation queries raised with Wiltshire Council (if received) 

14. Electric Vehicle Charging  
a. To note current situation for on-street/cross-pavement charging in the parish 

15. To receive feedback on progress of holistic reviews : 
a. Semington Road �± to consider first draft report (if received) 
b. A365 Bath Road (Bowerhill)  

16. Proposed A350 Bypass (Standing Item): To note any updates since the last meeting  
a. To consider next steps to protect route of the east of Melksham Bypass with the 

withdrawal of the Local Plan 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Copy to:  All Councillors 

Highways Agenda 10th August 2026 FIN 6



AGENDA ITEM 03c  
Extract of Scheme of Delegation and Terms of Reference for the 
Highways, Footpaths and Streetscene Committee  

 

3.3 Highways , Footpaths  and Streetscene Committee: The Highways , 
Footpaths and Streetscene Committee will meet every three months in line 
with Wiltshire Council Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group 
(LHFIG) 
 
It will function to: 
a) Consider all Highways, Footpaths & Rights of Way issues, recommending 

those to be supported and requested for action via LHFIG, within a 
timeframe that allows the Council Appointed Representative to report back 
to the next LHFIG meeting and submission of requests in time for the 
LHFIG agenda.  If LHFIG agenda timeframe does not provide sufficient 
time for requests to be approved at Full Council prior to submission, 
LHFIG requests may be submitted and then considered at the next Full 
Council meeting -requests may be withdrawn if not supported at this 
stage.  It is noted that the requests to LHFIG do not commit the parish 
council to spend. 
 

b) Officers have delegated powers to consider all non-statutory Highways 
and Streetscene jobs to be carried out by the Parish Steward, prioritise 
these and report to Wiltshire Council using their approved system. The 
committee will set the overall priorities for the Parish Steward tasks. 

c) Consider correspondence and requests from residents on Highways and 
Streetscene matters.             

d) Make recommendations for jobs to be addressed by the Parish Caretaker 
that do not fall under the statutory remit of Wiltshire Council or the Parish 
Steward. 

 

 

 

Clerk ’s Note  

Suggest that at the next Full Council meeting the parish council remove 
the highlighted wording as LHFIG only meet 3 times per year now.  
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Wiltshire Council �×�×  
�×  
Full Council �×�×  
�×  
21 July  2026 

�×  
Item 12 �± Questions from Members of the Council �×  

 
From Cllr Philip Whitehead - Urchfont & Bishops Cannings  

To Cllr Adrian Foster  �± Cabinet Member for Development Management, and 
Housing  

Question (21 -13) 

Where multiple planning applications have been submitted within a small area, which 
can lead to a large number of proposed entrances and exits within a few hundred 
me�W�U�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���S�H�G�H�V�W�U�L�D�Q���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���X�S�R�Q���W�U�D�I�I�L�F���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F��
�K�L�J�K�Z�D�\�����L�V���L�W���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P�� �:�L�O�W�V�K�L�U�H���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���:�L�O�W�V�K�L�U�H���K�L�J�K�Z�D�\�V���W�R��
�S�U�R�G�X�F�H���D���F�R�K�H�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���K�R�Z���F�R�X�O�G���W�K�L�V���E�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���L�I���0�H�P�E�H�U�V��
�D�U�H���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���D���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���P�H�U�L�W���V�X�F�K���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�" 

Response  

Where multiple planning applications come forward within the same locality, the 
cumulative impacts of development, including new site accesses, traffic generation, 
active travel infrastructure and other changes to the highway network, are taken into 
account where these impacts are relevant and can be reasonably evidenced. 

Once planning applications have been submitted, the scope for strategic intervention is 
more limited, as the Local Planning Authority is required to determine each application 
within the prescribed timescales and on its individual planning merits, having regard to 
the development plan, material considerations and the evidence submitted in support of 
the proposal. 

Whilst the council can seek to encourage coordination between developers where 
opportunities arise, the determination of planning applications cannot generally be 
delayed whilst strategic solutions are explored. Equally, there may be limited scope to 
require participation in broader or more comprehensive schemes where an individual 
planning application is acceptable on its own merits. 

The most effective way of securing a coherent, comprehensive and coordinated 
approach to development is through the development plan process, where strategic 
masterplanning requirements and infrastructure expectations can be established before 
individual applications come forward. 
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For this reason, the greatest opportunity to influence development and require strategic 
consideration is at the plan-making and pre-application stages. Once applications have 
been submitted, the council remains under a statutory duty to determine each proposal 
on its own merits and in accordance with the development plan unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise. 
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AGENDA ITEM 07bii – Old Loves Farm     

Cumulative Impact on Highw ays 

A365 Bowerhill Corridor –  Old Love's Farm (PL/2025/06105) and Request for a 
Holistic Highway Review  

Purpose of Report  

To update Members on discussions held with Wiltshire Council and developers 
regarding highway safety concerns on the A365 corridor between Spa Road 
Roundabout and Turnpike Garage, particularly in relation to the Old Love's Farm 
development, and to consider whether any further action should be taken by the 
Parish Council. 

Background  

For some time, Melksham Without Parish Council has expressed concerns regarding 
the cumulative impact of several major developments proposed along a relatively 
short stretch of the A365, particularly in the vicinity of: 

�x Melksham Oak Community School 

�x Bowerhill Lane 

�x Hornchurch Road 

�x The proposed Old Love's Farm development 

�x The Gompels development 

�x The Local Plan allocation site north of Bath Road 

The Parish Council's concerns have centred around: 

�x Road safety 

�x Vehicle speeds 

�x Overtaking behaviour 

�x Multiple new accesses onto the A365 

�x The cumulative impact of several developments being considered separately 
rather than strategically. 

Timeline  

June 2025 –  Silverwood Pre -Application Meeting 

Members met with Kevin Bird of The Silverwood Partnership to discuss the proposed 
Old Love's Farm development prior to submission of the planning application. 

During that meeting Members highlighted: 

�x Existing safety concerns on the A365. 
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�x Concerns relating to turning into and out of Bowerhill Lane and Melksham 
Oak Community School. 

�x Speeding and inappropriate overtaking. 

�x The need for a holistic review of safety measures on this stretch of road in 
light of multiple developments being proposed. 

The notes do not record a specific request for a ghost island or right-turn lane, but 
clearly demonstrate that wider highway safety concerns and cumulative impacts 
were raised at the pre-application stage. 

Autumn 2025 – Highway and LHFIG Discussions  

The Parish Council continued discussions with Wiltshire Council regarding safety 
issues at Hornchurch Road and Bowerhill Lane. 

Correspondence shows that Wiltshire Highways did not consider that the proposed 
Old Love's Farm access required a ghost lane or similar turning facility. 

The Parish Council meanwhile continued to advocate for a coordinated approach to 
all developments affecting this section of road. 

December 2025 – Formal Request for Strategic Review  

The Parish Council formally wrote to Wiltshire Council requesting a coordinated 
approach to the highway implications of three major planning applications: 

�x PL/2024/11426 – Gompels Warehouse 

�x PL/2025/06105 – Old Love's Farm 

�x PL/2025/06749 – Land North of Bath Road 

The Council requested: 

�x A holistic highway review of the corridor. 

�x Developer contributions towards any recommendations arising from that 
review. 

�x Contributions towards reducing vehicle speeds outside Melksham Oak 
Community School. 

Meetings with Senior Wiltshire Council Officers and Members  

The Parish Council's concerns have subsequently been raised directly with: 

�x Gary Collins, Head of Development Management. 

�x Kimberly Corps, Head of Transport Policy and Strategy. 

�x Wiltshire Council Cabinet Members responsible for Planning and Highways. 

�x Nick Holder, Wiltshire Councillor for Bowerhill, who has consistently supported 
the Parish Council's concerns and requests for a strategic approach to this 
corridor. 
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Whilst these discussions have proved useful in understanding Wiltshire Council's 
position, they have not resulted in any significant change to that position. 

 

June –July 2026 –  Request for Consistency  

The Parish Council questioned why ghost lane / island arrangements appeared to be 
sought or proposed at other development accesses along the A365 corridor but not 
at Old Love's Farm. 

Members reiterated their request that a ghost island be considered at Old Love's 
Farm as part of a consistent and holistic approach to highway design along the 
corridor. 

Wiltshire Council Position  

In correspondence and meetings Wiltshire Council officers have consistently advised 
that: 

�x The highway impacts of individual planning applications must largely be 
considered on their own merits. 

�x Additional highway requirements may be difficult to justify once applications 
are already well advanced. 

�x Strategic improvements are most effectively secured through the plan-making 
process and at the pre-application stage. 

This position was subsequently confirmed in Wiltshire Council's formal written 
response to a question raised by Philip Whitehead at Full Council on 21 July 2026. 

The response stated: 

"The most effective way of securing a coherent, comprehensive and coordinated 
approach to development is through the development plan process" 

and 

"the greatest opportunity to influence development and require strategic 
consideration is at the plan-making and pre-application stages." 

Current Position  

The Parish Council has now: 

�6 Raised concerns through  pre app and planning consultations. 

�6 Raised concerns through LHFIG. 

�6 Raised concerns with developers during pre-application discussions. 

�6 Met with senior planning and highways officers. 

�6 Met with Cabinet Members responsible for Planning and Highways. 
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�6 Worked closely with Cllr Nick Holder in seeking a strategic review. 

�6 Consistently argued that the cumulative impacts of development along this section 
of the A365 should be considered holistically. 

Despite these efforts, Wiltshire Council's position remains unchanged. 

 

 

Options for Further Action 

Continue working with Cllr Nick Holder, who has actively supported the Parish 
Council's position throughout discussions with Wiltshire Council and has been 
instrumental in arranging meetings with senior officers and Cabinet Members. 

 

Option A – Request a Formal Written Technical Position  

Request a written explanation from Wiltshire Council setting out: 

�x Why a ghost island/right-turn facility is not considered necessary at Old Love's 
Farm. 

�x How consistency has been applied across developments on the A365 
corridor. 

�x How cumulative impacts have been assessed across all three major 
developments. 

Option B –  Request Publication of the Evidence Base  

Seek copies of: 

�x Traffic assessments. 

�x Road safety audits. 

�x Cumulative impact assessments. 

�x Highway design reviews. 

which have informed Wiltshire Council's decisions. 

Option C – Raise Public Awareness  

Members may wish to consider whether the issue should be highlighted through 
local media, including the Melksham News. 

This would enable the Parish Council to explain: 

�x The highway concerns affecting the corridor. 

�x The cumulative impact of multiple developments. 
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�x The work already undertaken by the Parish Council with developers, officers 
and Wiltshire Councillors. 

�x Wiltshire Council's current position regarding strategic highway improvements. 

The purpose would be to raise awareness of the wider strategic implications for local 
residents rather than focussing on any individual planning application. 

Option D – Accept Wiltshire Council's Position  

Members may conclude that all reasonable avenues have now been pursued and 
note Wiltshire Council's position, whilst continuing to monitor future applications 
affecting this corridor. 
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	What would you like done to resolve this issueRow1: Double yellow lines a safe distance from the roundabout.
	Town or Parish Council CommentsRow1: 
	Date of Request: 12/05/2026
	Have you been in touch with your local Councillor: [No]
	Name of Person Submitting Request: 
	Email Address of Person Submitting Request: 
	Nature of IssueRow1: Unrestricted parking up to and on the roundabout junction with Bath Rd around school times. 
The way people park means that road users are forced  into the middle of the road and oncoming
 traffic coming off the roundabout, it is dangerous to overtake parked cars here. 
There are often cars parked dangerously almost on the roundabout.
 The current double yellow lines stop on Bath rd
	How long has it been an issue: 
	Address of Person Submitting Request: 
	Location of Issue: Falcon Way, Bowerhill
	Parish or Town Council: Melksham without
	Community Area: [Melksham]


